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This half term, we are growing to be more compassionate towards

others, near and far, especially the less fortunate; and loving by : t

our actions and forgiving words.

HAPPY YEAR

Happy New Year!
It was great to welcome back all members

of the school community this week, but

most importantly the children. They have

had a great first week back - it has been a
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pleasure walking from class to class.

However, two things have stood out for

me this week:

1) Year 3 went swimming for the very first N@rgery @Ua@es

time with school, and when they returned

the staff spoke with such pride of how well Sep'l'embet‘ 2024

behaved and how independent they were.

2) I joined Year 6 on their trip to Whilst the date for applying for Nursery

places has passed we do still have a

Coventry Cathedral on Wednesday and

limited number of places available. IF

had a great day! The guides commented YOUR CHILD WILL TURN 3 BEFORE
on the pupils’ wonderful behaviour, their SEPTEMBER 2024 AND YOU WOULD

knowledge and how well they listened. As LIKE TO APPLY FOR A PLACE PLEASE
lovely as this was, it wasn't surprising - CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE
our children are fantastic and we should IMMEDIATELY.

all be very proud of them!




This week in Tiny Ants we have been listening to the story ‘The gingerbread
man’. On Monday we introduced the story by using puppets and the children

enjoyed shouting “Run Run as fast as you can”. On Tuesday we looked at all the
ingredients we need to make a gingerbread man and loved mixing, stirring and
pouring them together to make our own. Elsie said “I need two eyes” Sydney
said “I want some buttons” and Billy asked to do a “Smiley face” on his. This
week has also been very exciting as we got to welcome some new friends into
Tiny Ants, we have loved getting to know the children and are so proud of how
well they have all settled in. The topic for the rest of the term will be based
around “People who help us” therefore will be looking at, Doctors, Dentists, Vets
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and Police. e
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Happy new year from everyone if Year 5, we have loved being back in school

and we've had a great start to the term!

We kick started our week with our new topic of Gymnastics in PE.




Nursery have had a wonderful first week

back. We have celebrated Jesus's birthday
once more and remembered key parts of the
Christmas story. In maths we were learning
how to play number tennis and fast finger
numbers. These games make us laugh a lot

and helps us to order and recognise numbers




Reception have had a lovely first week back at school. On our first day back, we
had a mindfulness activity after play time and pretended to feel snowflakes landing
on us. We practiced our predicting skills with a science experiment using bath
bombs and shared why the bath bomb wasn't melting with the plastic on and what
made it melt when the plastic came off. The children have also loved being vets this
week and have been using their imagination wonderfully to make all of our teddy
animals better. Our focus in Maths this week has been to identify different
representations of numbers 0-5 and we have been so excited to play our Maths
game of finding different representations of the same number. We hope all the
children have had a lovely Christmas break and first week back. @
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The children in Year 1 have had a fabulous

week and have settled in well, after the

Christmas break. Its lovely to see them so
enthusiastic and happy to be back.

In art this week, we have introduced our new
topic all about colour! The children explored
the artist, Pablo Piccaso and created their
own piece of art work inspired by him. The
children had great fun, thought carefully

about the colours they used and produced

some amazing pieces. Well done @




Year 4 have had a brilliant first week

back! In Spanish, we learned about
traditional Epiphany celebrations in Spain
and worked in Kagan groups to make links
between sounds and spelling. In PE, we
have started our new unit on Gymnastics,
there were some amazing routines
including different shapes and rolls. Across
the week we have been playing some
Kagan games, the children had to use
brilliant communication and teamwork
skills to solve tricky puzzles and keep the
balloon in the air. We finished the week,
making dream clouds in PSHE exploring

our dreams and goals for the future.




I am extremely proud of how well Year 3 have come back from the Christmas

break! We have had such a busy week, and everyone has worked so hard. Well

done year 3, we are going to have an amazing term!




We have had a lovely start to the term in

Year 2! We have begun our new topics,

and we are really enjoying learning about =i

Poetry. This week we thought of our own
actions to poems and performed them to the
class.
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The week Year 6 visited Coventry Cathedral to learn more about the events of

the Blitz which took place there.
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The new battles will begin today and will be between boys and girls in every

year group. Who will be victorious?

We have slightly adapted the Numbots settings in Reception. This may mean that
your child cannot progress onto the next story level yet. Your child can always go
back to levels that they have already completed in order to consolidate their

learning and improve their speed.

Well done to: Andrew, Maja and Milia in Year T who were awarded

stage completion certiﬁcates in assembly today.
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@””é Matters

The winner of this week’s attendance ra_ﬁle will be announced next week.

This term we will be hosting some parent workshops on the PAQ E N‘r
theme of Reading. The sessions provide a great opportunity Wo RKSHOPS
for parents to work with their child and also gain more

insight into what the children learn at school. They also

provide parents with strategies and resources to support

your child in their learning at home.

The first workshop will take place on Thursday 8th February 2024

at 9am and will be for Year L’- parents.



Attendance: the top facts to know & share W

COUNTS.

The link between attendance and attainment is clear:

* In 2018/19, just 40% of persistently absent (PA) children in KS2 achieved expected KS2
standards, compared with 84% of pupils who were regular attenders.

* And 36% of PA children in KS4 got 9 to 4 in their English and maths GCSEs, also compared
with 84% of regular attenders.’

And it's never too late to benefit from good attendance:

* More than half (54%) of pupils who were PA in Year 10 and then rarely absent in Year 11,
passed at least 5 GCSEs, compared to 36% of pupils who were persistently absent in both years.?

But attendance is important for more than just attainment:

* Regular school attendance can facilitate positive peer relationships, which is a protective factor
for mental health and wellbeing.?

1: Ihe iok between abacoce and atlanment a8 K52 and K354, Academic yoar 2018018 - Explore educaton stataics - GO UK (expiore-a0ucalon-satisics senice o ub)
2 VarmLM"xﬂ Minsing Grodes | Chis ?E'U Comm m.'\:' fot Lzsm; iy eracomms nmc- nuu-
3 Mert! Hoalth anvd Allendance 2t Schood (Crater 1) 2 He 4 Aandance at Schodd (cambndoe o)

-
S

“THIS MORNING,

HE WAS WORRIED
ABOUT SCHOOL...
BUT LOOK AT HIM
NOw!?!*™
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HM Government
Search the Education Hub fo find cut more m




VAY ALK LA NAY
¢ Tiny Ants o

You could be eligible for free childcare. Please
see below to find out more..........

1

{-. We currently have a limited amount of spaces ‘
available in Tiny Ants. o |

!

o |
“ Please see the below information regarding funding;

* Some 2 year old children are eligible for 15 hours funded childcare
dependent on meeting certain criteria.

¢ ALL 3 yearold children are eligible for 15 hours funded childcare. -

(\‘ * Some 3 year olds maybe eligible for 30 hours funded childcare /}

dependent on meeting criteria. !

)+ Ifyou would like your child to join Tiny Ants at 2 years old and you i

are not eligible for funding or if you would like 30 hours and not

\ p just the standard 15 hours childcare, there is the option to pay

school direct for this (subject to availability). &

For more information or to apply for funding, please visit: (2

year olds) https://www.qgov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-
childcare-2-year-olds. (3 & 4 year olds) &l

(- https://www.qov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-
" and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds.

Please contact the school office to apply for a Tiny Ants space. &

School Ties

School ties are not optional,
they must be worn by
Reception — Year 6 pupils
of the
uniform. Ties are available
from the school office and

can be paid for on Parent

as part winter

Pay. Ties are also
available from PB Sports
https://www.pbsports.co.uk/
If you have any questions,

please contact the school

office.

REMINDER

If you live in Solihull and your child is due to start reception in September 2024

school you should have applied for a school place. The closing date is Monday

15t January 2024. If you have not already applied, you can do so using the

following link

https://eservices.solihull. gov.uk/Synerqgy/Live/SynerqgyWeb/Parents/default.aspx



https://www.pbsports.co.uk/
https://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/Synergy/Live/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
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People Need to Know dbout

Everyone in the UK has the right of “freedom of expression”, Thot's the right to voice your opindons and share information
and ikdeas with others, It's not the right to say whatever you want without regard for others” feelings and volues. We oll
have a responsibility to use this right propecly: being respectiul and inclusive to those around us, rather than making

offensive and threatening remarks. That's called ‘hate speech” and knowing the difference is incredibly important

~ Freo speech ks a person’s legal right to share Information, opinlons and
Ideas without fear of retaliotion, censorship or legal consequences.
This freedom of expression is recognised In International human rights
leglsiation, and hore’s what it doos tor us in our day-to-day lives ...
- ’

The Human Rights Act
1588 states that
evaryone hos the right
10 exprass themselves
freely ~ aven i their
views are unpopular
and might offend
others.

Fraedom of axprodsion encourages
listaning to others and cllewing opposing
views to be heard, It's important to respect )h
somaeocns’s opinion, even i we disogres v
with it, Free speech lets us engoge in .

meaningful discussions with people whe
feol differantly,
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Any concapt could potentially offend
somuone, Galileo's theories ware incredibly ;‘
olffensive 1o many ot the time, while not |
everyons agrees with Darwin, even today, y
A fraquent exchange of ideas is vitally

important for @ heclithy society, I -
= 4

Free speech allows us to engage people

we disagree with in a debate. The ability

to challenge others’ views is healthy -
while hoving ours challenged helps us
learn how to deal with criticism and think
deeply about whot we say and believe.

Fraedom of axprassion includes the rigvt

not to do somaething, like not standing up

for = or singing - the national anthem,

Even though some people would find thot
ofenaive, it isn't illegal. By law, nobody can
force you 10 say anything you don't want to,

= W

Froe speech is a powertul tool for change,
justioe and reform. Many modern UK rights
- such as women being allowed to vote,
decont working conditions or some-sex

marriage - couldn't have boen achleved
without It.
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view them in the some way. This kind of thinking

|29,

Promoting the segregotion of certoin groups,
or discriménation agoinst them, because of
who they are. This has been lllegal In the UK
for o long time ~ but some people still try
to promate the exciusion of others, which
can couse a huge amount of distre

@nationaloninesafety

Hate speech refers to any communication - like talking, toxting or
posting online - that negatively targets a group or an individual
because they are percelved 1o be different In some way. Demonising
and dehumanising statements, threats, dentity-bosed insults,
offensive name-oalling and siurs would ol count as hate speech

=
Here are some commeon forms It tokes..

Targeting pecple or groups becouse of a
protected characteristic - like race, gender
entity, sexuality, nationality, religion or
disability - and verbally abusing them with
slurs and name-colling. The Equality Act
2010 hos more information on this.

aA

Content that dehumanises pecple based onthe §
1ame characteristics: raferring to them o i
they were animals, objects or other non-human
entities, for example. Seporating the target
from other human baings is usually an
attempt to justify the speakers bigotry,

-y = R~

Calling for viclence or hatred ogainst certain
people or groups and justifying and glorifying
those actions, Suggesting that a certain group
should be removed from scciety could be seen
ot a call to arms, for sxample = potentially
putting people from that group In danger,

P9 =l /

Claiming thot specific types of people are
physically, mentoily or morally interlor (or even
thot they are criminols) to encourage others to

—_—
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Is always Incorrect - but can be Incredibly (1)
harmiul to the group In gquestion.

spreading damaging misinformation about o
person or group that the speaker views os
“differant” = sssentially, trying to turn others
against them by lying. Someone might claim thot
a recent tragedy is the fault of this entice group,

when this is simply not possible
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#WakeUpWednesday

d‘ @national_online_satety
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Primary School

Menu

Fresh

Dates: 20" Mowember, 11* December, 15" January, 5* February

4* March, 25" March

Monday

Bangers & Mash
With Grawy
Sweestoorm

LE R &

Vegetable Hamburger
Sweetcom
Potato Wedges

LE R &

Dinky Donuts
With Chocolate Dip

Exxy

Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogurts

Tuesday

Chicken Curry
with Rice

o

Cheese Panini with Roasted
Vegetables

LR kR

Homebake -
Manchester Tart

EEEE
Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogurts

Wednesday

Roast Beef
Roast Potatoes
Carrots
Green Beans

LE S

Tomabs Fasta Bake
Carmots
zrasn Beans

LES 3

Homebake - Oat
Ciookies

Exxd

Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogurts

Thursday

All Day Breakfast
Hash Round

Exxx

veggie All day breakfast
Hash Found

Exxy

Homehake -
Chocolate Orange
Brownie & Custard

EEER
Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogurts

Friday

Jumbo Fish Finger
Chips
Baked Beans

EEEE
Cheese & Tomato
Fizza
Chips
Baked Beans

TkEX

Raspberry Ripple Ice
Cream Sponge

EEEE

Fresh Fruit PMatter
Yogurts

Available Daily

Home Baked Bread
Seasonal Salads
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Awards

Reception — Rocco — For always having a positive
attitude to his learning.

Year 1 — Kade — For always trying your best and for
being a pleasure to teach.

Year 2 - Jayden - For returning to school with an
excellent attitude to learning!

Year 3 — Jacob — For being a superb Kagan partner! ©
his amazing generosity and kindness.

Year It — Kaya — For being a compassionate and loving
friend.

Year 5 — Harvey — For being a joy to teach.

Year 6 — Harley — For not hiding his light and really
showing his full potential this week!




Abkbendance Makkers!

Good attendance means...

being in school at least 952 of the time or 180 to 190 days

175 days not at school!

All this time for shopping. holidays and appointments

(0 days
abzenced
(10 days

1 90 absence)

schocl 1 Bo (19 days | |

cays in pr p absence) |

each year ays o : (29 days
education 1 71 | absence) ||
absence)
Sz, 161
bsence
days of -
education

0% 85% 80% 75%

attendance attendance attencance attendance attendance attendance

365 days in a calendar year

Best chances Poor attendance - Very poor attendance -
of success. less chance of success. serious impact on

education and
- » - -
Well Done! I'm worried reduces life chances

“m seriously
concerned!”

Did you know? A two week holiday in term time means that the highest attendance a child can achieve is 94.7%

Good attendance and punctuality are vital for success at school and to establish positive habits that

are necessary for future success.

Through regular attendance pupils can:
d Build friendships
d Develop life skills

° Engage in essential learning and achieve their full potential

All parents / carers should promote good attendance and punctuality and work in partnership with the

school.

Please note that unless we have a valid reason, we cannot authorise an absence. A specific
reason as to why your child is absent is required. If leaving a voicemail or sending an
email, please ensure that you give as much detail as possible as this allows us to code the
absence correctly. Going forward, we will not accept reasons such as ‘feeling under the
weather’ or ‘they are not 100%’ etc., we need specifics. Absence is monitored by on a
weekly basis by Miss Watkins and an external agency and persistent absences will be

addressed.




Diary Dates

These dates will updated each week and newly added events / any changes will be highlighted in

yellow.
Date and Time |Year Group Event
Tues 23 Jan Year 6 Visit to St. Chad’s Cathedral
Fri 2 Feb R-Y6 Whole school Mass — Year 3 leading
9:30 am

Tues 6t Feb

N ursery parents

Communication and Language meeting for parents —

9am in the school hall

Thurs 8" Feb

Year 4 parents

Reading parent workshop — 9am in the school hall

Friday 9t Fep

Whole school

Break up for half term

Half term

Mon 12th Fep — Friday 16" Feb

Mon 19 Feb

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

Tues 20™ Feb Whole school Return to school

Weds 21" and All parents Parents Evening

Thurs 22" Feb

Weds 28" Feb Year 6 Year 6 Confirmation 6pm

Weds 61" Mar R-Y6 Whole school Mass — Year 5 leading
9:30am

Thurs 7 Mar Tiny Ants & Collective Worship - Tlam in the school hall

Nurserg parents

Fri 8" Mar Reception parents | Collective Worship - 2:45pm in the school hall
Fri 22" Mar R-Y6 Whole school Mass — Faith Ambassadors leading
9:30 am
Fri 22" Mar Whole school Break up for Easter holidays
Easter holidays

Mon 25" Mar — Fri 5™ Apr
Mon 8" Apr Whole school Return to school
Mon 15" Apr R-Y6 Whole school Mass — Year & leading
9:30am

Mon 6th Mag

MAY BANK HOLIDAY (SCHOOL CLOSED)
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Diary Dates

Date and Time |Year Group Event

Mon 13" — Thurs | Year 6 SATs week

16t May

Fri 24t May Whole school Break up for half term

Half Term

Mon 27t May - Fri 3T May
Mon 3™ June Whole school Return to school
Weds 5% — Fri Year 6 Alton Castle residential retreat
7th June
Sat 8™ June Year 3 First Holy Communion Mass Tlam
Fri 19th July Whole school End of school year for pupils
Mon 22 July INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

Please read carefully as the PE days change from week to week.

Reception — Thursday

Y1 — Monday and Tuesday

Y2 — Wednesday and Friday

Y3 — Swimming on Tuesday, PE on Friday
Y4 —Tuesday and Wednesday

Y5 — Monday and Thursday

Y6 — Wednesday and Thursday

Please remember that pupils need to come into school in their PE kits on these days,
and they should be plain white t shirts (or those with the school badge on) and
PLAIN black shorts/tracksuit bottoms/leggings.
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