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our actions and forgiving words.

This half term, we are growing to be more compassionate towards

others, near and far, especially the less fortunate; and loving by e .

This week Year 6 visited St. Chad’s Cathedral

and learnt lots about its history. They learnt

about His Grace, the Most Reverent Bernard

Longley - our Archbishop.

Name: Bernard Longley
Born: 5 April 1955

in Manchester

He is the ninth Archbishop of Birmingham.

He studied at the Royal College of Music in

Manchester and enjoys listening to The Beatles.

He also enjoys walking in the countryside and

reading.

He is responsible for looking after 1 cathedral
273 churches and 256 schools in the
Archdiocese of Birmingham!
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Nursery Places
September 2024

Whilst the date for applying for Nursery
places has passed we do still have a
limited number of places available. IF
YOUR CHILD WILL TURN 3 BEFORE
SEPTEMBER 2024 AND YOU WOULD
LIKE TO APPLY FOR A PLACE PLEASE
CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE
IMMEDIATELY.
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This week in Tiny

Ants, we got to
make flapjack. The
children loved taking
turns to pour, add,
mix and stir the

different ingredients.

Whilst out on the bikes, the childrerrv
noticed a ra nbow and then asked to make
them. The children tore, cut and stuck
tissue paper to create their own special
rainbows. Following this, we have been
learning ‘I Can Sing A Rainbow’ whilst
listening to Fairy Sarah to learn the

Makaton signs for our colours.

Some of the children have also been
looking at number and shape games.
Isla, Sydney, Tommy and Billy were
amazing at making their own circles
using the white boards and pens. Sydney =

“My circle is a big one”.

We would also like to let parents know there will be a Tiny Ants collective worship
with a Mothers Day theme on Monday 4th March; if your child attends morning
sessions this will be held at 11:30 - 11:45am or if your child attends afternoon

sessions, 2:45-3:00pm. We look forward to seeing you celebrate with us.
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We have role

vd

played saving
people from

burning fires.

We practised recognising and ,J o

Writing our names.
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Dllag

We have
used puppets
to retell
stories and
used flour to
make
Yorkshire
puddings
and

pancakes




This week Reception has continued exploring people who help us!.

The children have been fabulous doctors
and nurses and they have even used
their ﬂne motor skills to make medicine

bottles with pipettes and spoons.

Thrive' book, The
” Rainbow Fish. The

children are really

enjoying this book. It
would be lovely to ask
them all about what &
hem al sbout wheig
appens in the story. &




This week in Year 1, we have been learning about halving and quartering

objects. We started the week off by cutting up a range of different foods, which

included cakes and chocolate waffles, and yes we did eat them after! Next week

we will we halving and quartering amounts.

@erun

In computing, we are continuing our work on robots. The children worked
together to move the Beebot around a map, using the directions forwards,
backwards, left and right. We soon learnt that the Beebot would go in the wrong
direction if we did not put the correct instructions in.

In science, we are learning about materials. This week we tested materials to see
of they were bendy and also if they were waterproof. We are going to be learning

about what different objects are made of and also develop our own investigation.




Year 2 have had a lovely, productive week! We started with some

outdoor learning to gather ideas for our poem on Winter. We looked at

the trees and leaves and felt the wind in our hair. We thought of some

expanded noun phrases to describe this.

We then learnt a new type of poem, acrostic poems, and created our own to

perform to the class.




WARNING

MAD SCIENCE
AT WORK

This week Year U4 were super scientists!
We have been exploring the topic 'States of
Matter’ investigating the particle structure in

solids, liquids and gases.

The children worked brilliantly
in their Kagan groups when
using the microscopes to explore
the structure of different
materials. We took a closer look
at pressure dependant
substances. The children mixed
cornflour and water together:
when pressure was applied the
substance had properties similar
to a solid, when no pressure
was applied the substance had

properties similar to a liquid.




Year 5 have been working g really hard this week writing a letter to the poet Kit

Wright to ask him to help us with the issue of whaling. We read his poem 'The
Song of the Whale' and we felt we should do something about the issue of

whaling. Amazing letter writing!!!

In PSHE this week we have been discussing what type of occupation we would like
to do when we grow up.

We talked about what jobs are important and why we would want that job role.




As part of their preparations for
Coqﬁnnaﬂom'Yéar 6 visited
St. Chad's Cathedral this week.
They had a fantastic day, taking
a tour and learning about our
very special Cathedral and then
also celebrated Mass. The
children were fantastic and able
to share so much knowledge with
the visit quides. There were links
on our tour to our previous visit
to Coventry Cathedral, our Class
Saint (Saint John Henry
Newman) and some future links
with our residential visit to Alton
Castle which made us all very

excited!
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The results of this week’s battles are in!

St. Andrew’s beat St. Patrick’s beat St. George.
Well done to the ‘Most Valuable Players’ (MVPs) in each house:

MVP 2nd MVP 34 MVP
St. Andrew Gracie Y5 Ngoc Anh Y2 Noah Yk
St. Patrick Joaquin Yk Freddie Y6 Nyle Y5
St. George Esther Y5 Edie-Pearl Y4 Mason Y4

Next week it's Y6 v Y5 v Yt v Y3 v Y2 and the battle will end one day sooner —
8:30pm on Wednesday 31t January. May the best class win!

There were no stage certificates awarded todag but we do have some exciting NumBots

news!

You can now find a series of exciting, motivating, and uplifting audio stories from
the world of NumBots on the NumBots website.
Each story incorporates a different growth mind-set which children can apply to maths,
as well as all areas of learning and life. NumBots Scrapheap Stories are available to

everyone, even if you don'’t subscribe to the NumBots maths platform. Children can

listen in the classroom or at home with theirfamilies.
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" Attendance

= * Matters

The winner of this week’s attendance raﬁle is Mason in Year L.

Parent g
]
g
3
Don't forget: *

Our first whole school mass of the year will be led by Year 3 on Friday 2nd

atters

February at 9:30am. Parents /family members from all year groups are most

welcome to join us.

The first of our Spring term reading workshops will take place on Thursday 8th

February at 9am and will be for Year b4 parents.

Parents’ Evening will take place on Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd
February.

Miss Meek has organised a coffee morning for parents of pupils who currently

have a diagnosis of ASD and those who are currently completing referrals or

have a child on the waiting list. This will take place on Wednesdag 13th

March from 9am - 1lam.
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“THIS MORNING,

HE WAS WORRIED
-~ ABOUT SCHOOL..
- BUT LOOK AT HIM

NOw!”

HM Government
Search the Education Hub to find out more
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You may have been lucky snough 1o have unwropped o smartphons at Christmas, or you might be
eogerly anticipating getting & new one ot some point during this year, Whethar it be your first evaer
phone or on upgrade on your old model, It's always useful to have a refresher about how to set it up ond
adjust the settings 1o keep yourself < and your valuable personal info « sofe and secure. We've collected

" NEVER SHARE
YOUR PASSCODE

Alcngude face or lingerprint

nithon, your passcode is erucial
10 unkcking your phone and
occex your appt and perzcnal
Infermy You shoudw't ghve it
out, aven to close Irionds - afer oll
you weuldnt hond tham a key to
your house ond let them go in jora
rooey oround! It @ friend wonts to
wne your phane, atk them why and
MR SUNS YOU CAN See W Dy ro
dolng with it,

NS SR

RESPECT PARENTAL
CONTROLS

It you're abowed 10 have o
wmartphore, it's Bacause your
parerts o carers feel that you're
MOturo o responsibie onough to
usa it cofely. They might set oomirols
ond boundaries on your device ~ not
1o spok your fun bt to help you avoid
hozards ke too mMuch screen tme o
caxtly in-opp purchases. Feliowing
060 ruled MOONs you Com enjoy
using your phane whis respecting

telr wishes.
|
TALK TO A TRUSTED &‘ "’?)

ADULT

Whathar s to Saten to music, p‘ax
Qs Crecte content or chot wil
onds, using o smartphore showd
Be fun i you're sver fesling crocous,
worrid of scored aboul gong on
Your phone, then something isn't
nght ®'s impartant not to ignare
e beelnga. imleod, tak to
0 trustod oault about wihat's
hoppening ond how it's
recking you lesd,
- L )

Wx¥. YoM ‘
SWART (D
T morde. Jook up. it might seund
obvious, Bas It's 50 oosy to get
Immarsed in what we're locking at
or Kstening 10 on our phones that we
Gan EAGHMme unawore of our
marroundings ~ or who might be
around us. 0 oftan wak with
thair heod down. focusing on thel
phone, and forget to check for
obetoches in thelr path, cors of othet
podestrions coming towords them,
which ks clearly dangerous.

Meet Qur Expert
- =g

, @natonlinesafaty

DEVELOP HEALTHY
HABITS

Fhones ofter a vost omount of
content and the chance Lo chot
With Triends whanover we feol fke

It, which can make I dMcuR to toke
teme away from the screen. Il that's
Something you strugghe with, you
could try setting time s on
certain apps. Putling cur phones
Sown Jor a while gives us more time
50 Imeroct with others or do
something physicol that helps kesp
i fitand hoaRthy.

n ||f'JU'.IGf‘-’J|Ur'.'nIIL".:U"_‘!‘,'

S0Me expert tipa 10 help you enjoy your smartphona in the healthiesat way possible.
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IGNORE UNKNOWN
NUMBERS

-
There are some LCammrs who
feight coll or bant osking you 1o
share porsonat data of to clikk on o
limk ond provide your delolls. Some
ey chaim to be freen @ gervine
oompany, but trustworthy
buzsineczes dont spontanecusly cal
Of MOSSSRe 10 Guk for your
Informanion, It's safest to ignore calls
or taxts from unknown numbers, and
never ghve your personal deteils cut
Over the phone,

a@nctionaloninesafety

AGEAPPROPRIATEAPPS

Anlare downloading o new or
w check what age rating it hos.

ool prossured nbo gotting @
perticular gome or Just becaume
your feiendis ore using it I it's
Intended for older poopie, thare's o
cwlin®e risk that it could Include
coment {which is viclent oo
frightening. for Instonce) or
language which isnt xutatie and
My leave you leeling upset o
aistwbed

REMOVE
TEMPTATION

A good night's slwep |3 30 Impartant
lof concentration, mood overal
heakh Unwinding properdy betore
going o bad = wivich mecns no!
SLOting of 0 scroen ote at
oan often Imgeove sleep Ity M
phene on charge ovemight,
Lot in your room. Ths means
your i have a ot loss temptation to
chack any notificotions, reply to
MOSSORES Of Qot cought up
scroling on sociol medio,

Watching videcs,

Estening 1o mwasic o calling
SOMaone con ol help 10 poss
the trme whie we're on the bus,

wulting in & queves or walking down
the streot. It's Impartont to remaoin
mindiul of cthar peapie, though: they
might fet want Lo hecs your tunes of
your convorsation Likewise, ¥ you're
calling from a pubic ploce then

don forget thet anyoane could
overhwar somathing personoal about
you

GEOLOCATION m
I your phone’s sett . you's

be oble to disable 0Totion for
ncvidaal appe and phatos this

means that pecple onfine {inciuding
strongers) con't 500 indormation

about whare you amne wihen you sharm

or poal & ple. On the subject of

Imoges, It's also importont to ask
parmiaxion before tokng or sharing

0 phots of semecna ~ and dee't

share embamassing images of your
Iriends with athers.

Nationa
NOS / Online
*/ Safety’
#WakeUpWednesday

o @national _online_satety
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Primary School
Menu

Fresh

Dates: 13 Movember, 4'* December, 8 January, 29* January
26" February, 18 March

Monday Tuesday

Chicken Bites BBO Pulled Pork Pitta
Sliced Potatoes Mixed Salad
Baked Beans Herb Diced Potatoes

ExEE EEEE
Vegetable Muggets
Sliced Potatoes Macaronl Cheese
Baked Beans Mixed Salad

ExXxE

Exxx

Homebake -
Chocolate Surprise
Cake with Chocolate

Custard

Homebake - Lemon
Drizzle Cake

Exxx

Fresh Fruit Platter
fogurts

Exxx

Fresh Fruit Platter
foguris

Thursday Friday
Cod Fish Stars
Chips
Peas

Chili & Rice

ExXxE

ExEE

Cheese & Tomato
Cheese & Potato Pie Pizza, Chips
Baked Beans Peas

ExXxE EXEE

Homebake - Fairy
Cakes

Homebake - Vanilla
Cookie

EEXE b3+ 3
Fresh Fruit Platter Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogurts

foguris

Wednesday

Roast Chicken
Roacst Potatoes
Brocooli & Cauliflower

XXX

Vegan Sausage Roll
Roast Potatoes
Brocooli & Cauliflower

Exxx

Chocolate Ice Cream
Sponge

XXX

Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogurts

Available Daily

Home Baked Bread
Seasanal Salads




Awards
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Reception — Jenson — For always shining like Jesus and
being enthusiastic with his learning.

Year 1 — Elsie — For a positive attitude towards her
learning.

Year 2 — Niamh - For making big improvements in her
reading and writing!

Year 3 — Harry — For always trying his best across all of
the subjects! ©

Year 4t — Noah - For his energy and enthusiasm for
learning across all lessons.

Year 5 — Rosie — For being passionate about Catholic
Social teaching.

Year 6 — Alexa — Jai — For believing in herself and really

showing what she can do.




Abkendance Makkers!

Every Shudenb Eve'r"j SckooL E.',ver-j 'DOuj
Good attendance means...

being in school at least 952 of the time or 180 to 190 days

175 days not at school!

All this time for shopping. holidays and appointments

(0 days
abzenced
(10 days

1 90 absence)

schocl 1 Bo (19 days | |

cays in pr p absence) |

each year ays o : (29 days
education 1 71 | absence) ||
absence)
Sz, 161
bsence
days of -
education

90% 85% 80% 75%

attendance attendance attencance attendance attendance attendance

365 days in a calendar year

Best chances Poor attendance - Very poor attendance -
of success. less chance of success. serious impact on

education and
- » - -
Well Done! I'm worried reduces life chances

“m seriously
concerned!”

Did you know? A two week holiday in term time means that the highest attendance a child can achieve is 94.7%

Good attendance and punctuality are vital for success at school and to establish positive habits that

are necessary for future success.

Through regular attendance pupils can:
d Build friendships
d Develop life skills

° Engage in essential learning and achieve their full potential

All parents / carers should promote good attendance and punctuality and work in partnership with the

school.

Please note that unless we have a valid reason, we cannot authorise an absence. A specific
reason as to why your child is absent is required. If leaving a voicemail or sending an
email, please ensure that you give as much detail as possible as this allows us to code the
absence correctly. Going forward, we will not accept reasons such as ‘feeling under the
weather’ or ‘they are not 100%’ etc., we need specifics. Absence is monitored by on a
weekly basis by Miss Watkins and an external agency and persistent absences will be

addressed.




Diary Dates

These dates will updated each week and newly added events / any changes will be

highlighted in yellow.

parents

2024
Date and Time Year Group Event
Fri 2" Feb R-Y6 Whole school Mass — Year 3 leading
9:30 am
Tues 6™ Feb Nursery parents Communication and Language meeting for parents — 9am
9am in the school hall
Weds 7" Feb Y6 Confirmandi and|Parent meeting for parents of Roman Catholic pupils in

Year 6 who are making their Confirmation (pupils attend

too)

Nursery parents

Thurs 8" Feb Yk parents Reading workshop — 9am in the school hall
Friday 9* Feb Whole school Break up for half term
Half term

Mon 12" Feb - Friday 16" Feb
Mon 19% Feb INSET DAY — SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS
Tues 20" Feb Whole school Return to school
Weds 27 and All parents Parents Evening
Thurs 22" Feb
Weds 28% Feb Year 6 Year 6 Confirmation 6pm
Friday 1 March Year 4 Trip to Blakesley Hall
Mon 4" March Tiny Ants & Collective Worship - 1lam in the school hall

Weds 6" Mar
9:30am

R-Y6

Whole school Mass — Year 5 leading

Thurs 7" Mar

Whole school

World Book Day (pupils to dress as a characterfrom a
book)

Fri 8" Mar Reception parents  |Collective Worship - 2:45pm in the school hall

Weds 13th March 9 | Parents Coffee morning for parents of pupils with ASD or those
- 1lam with pupils on waiting lists / completing referrals

Fri 22" Mar R-Y6 Whole school Mass — Faith Ambassadors leading

9:30 am

Fri 224 Mar Whole school Break up for Easter holidays
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D

iary Dates

Date and Time |Year Group Event
Easter holidays

Mon 25" Mar - Fri 5% Apr
Mon 8% Apr Whole school Return to school
Mon 15t Apr R-Yé6 Whole school Mass — Year &4 leading
9:30am
Mon 6th May MAY BANK HOLIDAY (SCHOOL CLOSED)
Fri 24t May Whole school Break up for half term
Mon 13" — Thurs |Year 6 SATs week
16™ May

Half Term

Mon 27" May - Fri 31 May
Mon 3¢ June Whole school Return to school
Weds 5% — Fri 7% | Year 6 Alton Castle residential retreat
June
Sat 8" June Year 3 First Holy Communion Mass 1lam
Fri 19th July Whole school End of school year for pupils
Mon 22" July INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

Please read carefully as the PE days can change from week to week.

Reception — Thursday

PE days

Y1 — Monday and Tuesday

Y2 — Wednesday and Friday

Y3 — Swimming on Tuesday, PE on Friday
Y4 —Tuesday

Y5 — Monday and Thursday

Y6 — Wednesday and Thursday

Please remember that pupils need to come into school in their PE kits on these

days, and they should be plain white t shirts (or those with the school badge on)
and PLAIN black shorts/tracksuit bottoms/leggings.
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