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This half term, we are growing to be more compassionate towards g hopetul

others, near and far, especially the less fortunate; and loving by

our actions and forgiving words.
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This week some of our gifted artists created
images of Mary to be displayed at Bethany
House — the home of our MAC, ‘Our Lady and
All Saints’.

Well done to Anna and Jiyaa (Y1), Gabija and
Joseph (Y2), Eniwaju and Chaney (Y4), Harry
and Hanna (Y5) and Goda and Jake (Y6) -
we are sure you will agree that their
masterpleces are

fantastic.’
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Year 3 led us in a beautiful whole school
mass today. It was lovely to see so
many family members able to attend for
this special feast day: The Presentation
of the Lord. Today is also known as
Candlemas so we took the opportunity
to bless the candles that we will use in

our collective Worship this year.




K

w >
15 HOURS FREE
CHILDCARE

2 year old funding

TINY ANTS

TINY ANTS — NEW FUNDING FOR PLACES FROM EASTER

15

hours
funding

Do you have a child who will have turned two by Easter this year
(37" March 2024)? If so, due to changes to the Government's
childcare support, they should be eligible for 15 hours free childcare
from Easter. If they turn two during the Summer term, they will be
eligible for 15 hours free child care from September. *

Following this new funding announcement, we are already receiving
applications for places in Tiny Ants for the Summer term (beginning

after the Easter holidays) and for September. *_

If you are interested in securing a place in Tiny Ants for your child,

we would ask you to contact us immediately as we expect a high

demand and we have a limited number of places. -f _




This week has been very exciting for Tiny Ants as we were lucky enough to
have a visit from our local fire station. The children loved learning all about the
fire truck, the equipment they used and how they rescue people. Roman said
“Hose is heavy”, Sydney shouted “that siren is loud!” and Billy shared “fire hat”.
We even had some firefighter resources out in the classroom so the children could
role play being fire fighters. We are also learning a colour and number of the
week, the colour was orange and number was 1. The children colour mix yellow
and red paint on their hand to make orange and mixed it into the water tray.
Lastly we have loved the warmer weather and getting outside to make our own

obstacle courses.
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EYFS loved the visit from the fire service
this week. They demonstrated how they

use all their specialist equipment and even
let us use it with their supervision! The fire
fighters played the sound of their fire
engine so we know what to listen out for.
A big thank you to Sheldon fire station for

paying us a visit: you really have inspired

some young minds at St Anthonys.




This week in Reception, we are carrying
on with our learning regarding ‘people who
help us’. We were lucky enough to have a
visit from some fire fighters this week and
got to learn more about the job they do
and the equipment they use. We also got
to listen to the loud siren, and we loved
comparing it to the one we heard during
our visit from the police! For our
‘Understanding of the World' learning, we
carried out another science experiment.
This time, we were exploring ice and the

best ways we could melt the ice to rescue

our toys that were frozen inside. We all

watched as Miss Carson poured warm

water and cold water onto the ice to see
which worked best and then had our own

turn exploring the ice in our water tray.
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Moving on from showing half of an
object last week, this week in Year 1

we have looked at halving an

amount. The children worked with their

partners to ﬁnd out which numbers can

be halved.

Thank you for all of the amazing

creations for our Gruffalo book

corner. As you can see, it is

looking amazing.




Year 2 have had a wonderful week. We
began by tasting different fruits and

vegetables in Science and discussing
whether we liked them or not. Then, we
learnt the 5 different food groups and how
they help our bodies to function. We have
also been writing different poems about the
wind which the children have really

enjoyed.
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Year 3 have had a fantastic week: we had a lovely boogie as we recapped the

seven continents and plotted European countries on a map; we did a science

experiment using magnets; and the quiet critters even joined us as we wrote our




This week was storytelling week! In English, Year bt were creating myths inspired
by the Greeks. The children read, recalled and performed famous Greek myths
like 'Daedalus and Icarus’, 'The Twelve Challenges of Hercules’, 'Theseus and the
Minotaur’ and ‘Medusa ' (to name a few). The children produced storyboards, that

included some super sentence types, before making their own comic books!
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This week in Year 5 we have been learning about squared and cubed numbers.

We are fantastic mathematicians!!

PE this week has been really exciting: we were able to use all the climbing

equipment in our gymnastics lessons. We learnt how to balance and pose.




This week, Year 6 have been using block paints to explore tints, shades and tones

of colour in Art. We have been really impressed

with their colour mixing.
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Free and fun

5t Anthony's have joined up with Solihull College to offer parents a number of free cours-
es that we will hold onsite in the outside classroom. No bus fare, works around school

drop off and pick up times, no cost.

Parent and Grandparents.

Storysacks-2 hours/5 weeks
Create a story sack full of fun activities.

Parents and prandparents of children in ¥1 to Y6

All About Grammar-2 hours /4 weeks.

A really interesting and fun way for parents, carers and grandparents to learn more about

the grammar their children or loved ones are learning at school.
Helping Your Child with English and Maths— 2 hours/10 weeks.

Come and join other parents in a relaxed and friendly environment to build your own

confidence in supporting your child’s learning at home. Fun and free resources.

Parents and grandparents of children in ¥3 to Y6

Keeping Up with your children-2 hours for 12 weeks.

Learn more about the key skills that children need to develop. Explore ways to support
your child in reading, writing and m aths with other parents who are interested in help-

ing their children too.

We are looking to start after Easter perhaps the 8th of April. We will send out a google form to see
which course will be held first which will depend on how many parents and carers respond to the

form.

Other courses may be available and can be discussed with college staff.

We would really like you to join in.
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The results of this week’s battles are in!

In T place were Year 4, 2 place Year 5, 3¢ place Year 2, ut place Year 6 and

5th place Year 3
Well done to the ‘Most Valuable Players’ (MVPs) in each class:

MVP 2rd MVP 3rd MVP
Year 3 Harlow Lily-Mai Adam
Year L William Oliver Kaya
Year 5 Gracie Lois Hope K
Year 6 Bobbie Freddie Ana

Next week it's Y2, 4 and 6 boys v Y2, i and 6 girls and Y3 and 5 boys v Year 3 and
5 girls

The battle will end on Thursday 8™ January at 8:30pm.

Congratulations to Noah and Maja in Year T who have completed the next stage of

their story map this week.

g;; g " Attendance
~ ©  Matters

The winner of this week’s attendance raffle is Il/y in Year 2.




(1) UK Safer Internet Centre

Safer Internet Day
Tuesday 6% February 2024

SAFER INTERNET DAY

Inspiring change?

Making a H
difference, 3
e S s eeny 5
influence and ks
navigating

Parents and carers

Safer Internet Day is a great opportunity to focus on online safety with your child, whatever their age. This

year's theme is all about fhange and influence online pnd we have created a range of pages to help you talk

about these issues and ideas with your child, no matter how much time you have and in an age-appropriate
way.

Safer Internet Day 2024 is celebrated on 6th February 2024, with thousands of people across the UK working

together to champion youth voice and engage in conversations about how we can all work together to make the
internet a great and safe place.

To find our more please use the following link: Parents and carers - UK Safer
Internet Centre



https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers
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What Parents &'Carers Need to Know about

_PERSUASIVE DESIGN[@NLINE

’Panumm-« design’ refers to the technikjues thot companing employ to influence our thoughts ond
behaviours when we're on the internet. These opproaches can be spotted on websites, In apps ond even
as port of some video gomes. Persuasive design meons thot this contant has been dellberately presented
in & way thot's intended to encourage you 1o spend your time or maney (or both). These methods often

prove highly effective ot keeping people engaged and invested for longer than we might expect.
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MENTAL HEALTH |
CONCERNS .

Screlling onfdne or gaming without
regulor ks is proven 10 be
harmrdul to cur mentcl heaith, The
corgiant bambardment of news
stories (many of them negative),
Imoges and Infuencecs’ posts can
Creaie sensctions of unease,
uncertainty ond FOMO (foor of
missing out). Young pecpie can get
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thot they become el Ioly 10 spot
mitleading posts

-- h
Soctol medio con draw arry of us —
loxt of age « Inte a continuous
en of refreshing our screun,

NG posts and links down rabbn
holex or reading countiess commaents
e by others. This aimiess seroling |
oan eat up time which coukl have
been t on more productive
activithes. it coukd also leod you
users into areas of the online
which aren’t age appropricte

SENSORY OVERLOAD
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to leel stressed, cverwhaimed and
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Video gomes somatines disphay
offers for downioodobie contant or
loot boxes which con be bought with
reot money. Whike these
‘microtransacticns’ temptingly
promise Lo improve o players
QOMING Xperence, most of the time
thay are money sinks. Young people
In pertiodar, excited by the chance of
enhaneing their goms, could spend
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Reading workshops for an adult to work with their child will take place on the

WORKSHOPS

following days:

Reception Thursday 18" April 9am
Year 1 Thursday 21°* March 9am
Year 2 Thursday 29™ February 9am
Year 3 Thursday 11™ April 9am
Year Lt Thursday 8™ February 9am
Year 5 Thursday 14" March 9am

Parents’ Evening will take place on Wednesdag 21st and Thursday 22nd
February. Please sign up for a slot ASAP.

The next of our Spring term reading masses will be led by Year 5 and will take

place on Wednesday 6™ March at 9:30am . Parents /family members

from all year groups are most welcome to join us.

Miss Meek has organised a coffee morning for parents of pupils who currently

have a diagnosis of ASD and those who are currently completing referrals or

have a child on the waiting list. This will take place on Wednesday 13th

March from 9am — 1lam.

On Saturday 13th April at L#:30pm at St. Anthony’s church, there will be a

commitment mass for children in Year 3 who are due to make their First Holy

Communion. All children are expected to attend.




8% Solihull College
& Universily Centre

Stratford-upon-Avon

LOIICRC

Free and fun

St Anthony's have joined up with Solihull College to offer parents a number of free
courses that we will hold onsite in the outside classroom. No bus fare, works around

school drop off and pick up times, no cost.
Parent and Grandparents.
Storysacks-2 hours/5 weeks
Create a story sack full of fun activities.

Parents and grandparents of children in Y1 to Y&

All About Grammar-2 hours /4 weeks.

A really interesting and fun way for parents, carers and grandparents to learn more about

the grammar their children or loved ones are learning at school.
Helping Your Child with English and Maths— 2 hours/10 weeks.

Come and join other parents in a relaxed and friendly environment to build your own
confidence in supporting your child’s learning at home. Fun and free resources.
Parents and grandparents of children in ¥3 to Y6

Keeping Up with your children-2 hours for 12 weeks.

Learn more about the key skills that children need to develop. Explore ways to support
your child in reading, writing and maths with other parents who are interested in

helping their children too.

We are looking to start after Easter perhaps the &th of April. We will send out a google form to see
which course will be held first which will depend on how many parents and carers respond to the
form.

Other courses may be available and can be discussed with college staff.

We would really like you to join in.




Primary School

Menu

Fresh

Dates: 20** November, 11 December, 15* January, 5" February

4™ March, 25*™ March

Monday

Bangers & Mash
With Gravy
Sweetcorn

Vegetable Hamburger
Sweetcorn
Potato Wedges

Exxx

Dinky Donuts
With Chocolate Dip

LR

Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogurts

Thursday

All Day Breakfast
Hash Round

LR R R

Veggie All day breakfast
Hash Round

LR R R

Homebake -

Chocolate Orange
Brownie & Custard
R XX

Fresh Fruit Platter
Yoqurts

Tuesday

Chicken Curry
with Rice

Cheese Panini with Roasted
Vegetables

Homebake -
Manchester Tart

EEEX

Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogqurts

Friday

Jumbo Fish Finger
Chips
Baked Beans

XX
Cheese & Tomato
Pizza
Chips
Baked Beans

LR L

Raspberry Ripple Ice
Cream Sponge

EEEX

Fresh Fruit Platter
Yoqurts

Wednesday

Roast Beef
Roast Potatoes
Carrots
Green Beans

X%

Tomato Pasta Bake
Carrots
Green Beans

X%

Homebake - Oat
Cookies

Fresh Fruit Platter
Yoqurts

Available Daily

Home Baked Bread
Seasonal Salads
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Awards

Reception — Isobelle — For persevering with her sentence
writing in phonics and never letting a challenge stop her!
Year 1 - Alice — For her amazing attitude towards
learning.

Year 2 - Tommy - For always trying your best and being
a model student.

Year 3 — Adam - For always coming to school with a
beaming smile on his face.@

Year It — Dylan — For showing excitement and joy in all
lessons.

Year 5 — Leo — For your fantastic efforts in our
Mathematic lessons. Well done! Very proud of you.

Year 6 — Goda — For showing a perfect, mature attitude

to all aspects of school life.




Abkendance Makkers!

Every Shudenb Eve'r"j SckooL E.',ver-j 'DOuj
Good attendance means...

being in school at least 952 of the time or 180 to 190 days

175 days not at school!

All this time for shopping. holidays and appointments

(0 days
abzenced
(10 days

1 90 absence)

schocl 1 Bo (19 days | |

cays in pr p absence) |

each year ays o : (29 days
education 1 71 | absence) ||
absence)
Sz, 161
bsence
days of -
education

90% 85% 80% 75%

attendance attendance attencance attendance attendance attendance

365 days in a calendar year

Best chances Poor attendance - Very poor attendance -
of success. less chance of success. serious impact on

education and
- » - -
Well Done! I'm worried reduces life chances

“m seriously
concerned!”

Did you know? A two week holiday in term time means that the highest attendance a child can achieve is 94.7%

Good attendance and punctuality are vital for success at school and to establish positive habits that

are necessary for future success.

Through regular attendance pupils can:
d Build friendships
d Develop life skills

° Engage in essential learning and achieve their full potential

All parents / carers should promote good attendance and punctuality and work in partnership with the

school.

Please note that unless we have a valid reason, we cannot authorise an absence. A specific
reason as to why your child is absent is required. If leaving a voicemail or sending an
email, please ensure that you give as much detail as possible as this allows us to code the
absence correctly. Going forward, we will not accept reasons such as ‘feeling under the
weather’ or ‘they are not 100%’ etc., we need specifics. Absence is monitored by on a
weekly basis by Miss Watkins and an external agency and persistent absences will be

addressed.




Diary Dates

These dates will updated each week and newly added events / any changes will be

highlighted in yellow.

2024

Date and Time

Year Group

Event

Tues 6™ Feb

N ursery parents

Communication and Language meeting for parents — 9am

Qam in the school hall
Weds 7" Feb Y6 Confirmandi and|Parent meeting for parents of Roman Catholic pupils in
3:30pm parents Year 6 who are making their Confirmation (pupils attend)
Thurs 8™ Feb Yk parents Reading workshop — 9am in the school hall
Friday 9* Feb Whole school Break up for half term
Half term

Mon 12" Feb - Friday 16" Feb
Mon 19% Feb INSET DAY — SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS
Tues 20" Feb Whole school Return to school
Weds 21 and All parents Parents Evening
Thurs 22 Feb
Weds 28" Feb Year 6 Year 6 Confirmation 6pm
Thurs 29 Feb Year 2 parents Reading workshop — 9am in the school hall
Friday T March Year Lt Trip to Blakesley Hall
Mon 4" March Tiny Ants & Collective Worship - 1lam in the school hall

Nursery parents

Weds 6" Mar
9:30am

R-Y6

Whole school Mass — Year 5 leading

Thurs 7" Mar

Whole school

World Book Day (pupils to dress as a character from a
book)

Fri 8" Mar

R eception parents

Collective Worship - 2:45pm in the school hall

Weds 13th March 9

-Tlam

Parents

Coffee morning for parents of pupils with ASD or those

with pupils on waiting lists / completing referrals

Thurs 14t March

Year 5 parents

Reading parent workshop — 9am in the school hall

Thurs 21t March

Year 1 parents

Reading parent workshop — 9am in the school hall

Fri 22" Mar R -Y6 Whole school Mass — Faith Ambassadors leading
9:30 am
Fri 22" Mar Whole school Break up for Easter holidays
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Diary Dates

Date and Time

Year Group

Event

Easter holidays

Mon 25% Mar - Fri 5t Apr

Mon 8™ Apr

Whole school

Return to school

Thurs 11th Apr

Year 3 parents

Reading parent workshop — 9am in the school hall

Sat 13th Apr Year 3 Commitment Mass for First Holy Communion
4:30pm at St. Anthony’s Church
Mon 15t Apr R-Y6 Whole school Mass — Year k4 leading

9:30am

Thurs 18" April

Reception parents

Reading parent workshop — 9am in the school hall

Mon 6th May MAY BANK HOLIDAY (SCHOOL CLOSED)
Fri 24™ May Whole school Break up for half term

Mon 13" — Thurs |Year 6 SATs week

16" May

Half Term

Mon 27t May — Fri 31" May

Mon 3¢ June Whole school Return to school

Weds 5™ — Fri 7" |Year 6 Alton Castle residential retreat
June

Sat 8™ June Year 3 First Holy Communion Mass 1lam
Fri 19th July Whole school End of school year for pupils

Mon 22 July

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS
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Please read carefully as the PE days can change from week to week.

Week beginning Monday 5th February:

Reception — Thursday PE days
Y1 — Monday and Tuesday

Y2 — Wednesday and Friday

Y3 — Swimming on Tuesday, PE on Friday
Y4 —Tuesday and Thursday

Y5 — Monday and Thursday

Y6 — Wednesday

Please remember that pupils need to come into school in their PE kits on these

days, and they should be plain white t shirts (or those with the school badge on)
and PLAIN black shorts/tracksuit bottoms/leggings.

Please ensure you have responded to the Microsoﬂ: Form sent m

out regarding the MMR vaccinations that your child has received.

As you will be aware, there has been an increase in the number of measles cases locally,
therefore it is vital that our records are up to date so that we can keep our children as

safe and protected as possible.

Mr K Scanlon, Head of School

FEAST OF THE
PRESENTATION

OF THE LORD

February 2nd

/"_-“‘\ s
» r \
~ @ \ PSQM ()
» : |
! V___“__ \ =)
-y N A / \
old Award  Haalttyy Schools Lorrery Funoeo I S

ot by At

S

oo Ernglond

W THE SUNDAY TIMES

| Schooks of the Year




