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This half term, we are growing to be more compassionate towards 2 hopeful

others, near and far, especially the less fortunate; and loving by — .

our actions and forgiving words.

Saint Teresa of Calcutta

It is hard to believe that we are now halfway through this school year!
It has been a short but busy half term and this week has been no exception:

On Monday we had a special assembly to kick off Children’s Mental Health
Week, Year 6 went to John Henry Newman School to watch a performance

of High School Musical and some of our Y5 and 6 children came 24 in a local Maths competition.

Tuesdag was Safer Internet Day and the children joined in with a virtual assembly. Some Y3 children
represented us at a gymnastics competition and Nursery parents enjoyed a communication and
language workshop.

On Wednesday the Faith Ambassadors had a training day with Mrs Potter and
did a fabulous job monitoring the Catholic Life of our school.

Thursday began with Year 4’s Reading workshop which was attended by an
incredible 25/30 parents! We also welcomed some dentists into school to visit Reception.
Last but not least, on Friday some of our Stewards of Creation braved the weather and began our tree

growing project, planting trees to support our friends in Higaonon in the Philippines!
Oh and EYFS enjoyed a ‘red” day to celebrate Chinese New Year!
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When we return, we will be in the season of Lent as Ash Wednesday
takes place on Wednesday 14th February. Whilst we are not in school
on this day, it would be lovely to hear about the children’s experiences
of receiving their ashes at mass.

We wish you all a happy and safe half term holiday!



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=mother+teresa&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQ4aCdqIzKAhVL2hoKHaPaB2MQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcatholicfoodie.com%2Fmother-teresa-of-calcutta-and-the-express-novena&psig=AFQjCNHY1DeCcF9ElubwniPqmXqN0xsPOA&ust=1451864860020146

K

w >
15 HOURS FREE
CHILDCARE

2 year old funding

TINY ANTS

TINY ANTS — NEW FUNDING FOR PLACES FROM EASTER

15

hours
funding

Do you have a child who will have turned two by Easter this year
(37" March 2024)? If so, due to changes to the Government's
childcare support, they should be eligible for 15 hours free childcare
from Easter. If they turn two during the Summer term, they will be
eligible for 15 hours free child care from September. *

Following this new funding announcement, we are already receiving
applications for places in Tiny Ants for the Summer term (beginning

after the Easter holidays) and for September. *_

If you are interested in securing a place in Tiny Ants for your child,

we would ask you to contact us immediately as we expect a high

demand and we have a limited number of places. -f _




This week in Tiny Ants we have been focusing on the colour red. We participated in

lots of fun activities associated with red. We got to make jelly, love potions, love heart

paintings, pain our feet, explore a jelly bath and even look at frozen love hearts.

The children have also learnt the Makaton sign for Red - so make sure you ask

them at home. The children thought about all the people they love; and during

Isla
shared “I
love all
my
family.
They love
me”
We also got time
in the hall to Billy said “I
practice our love
balancing and Mommy,
jumping skills. Daddy,
Marley and
Billy”.

On Friday we learnt about the Chinese

New Year and got to make dragon

masks and have a party! The children
loved tasting new foods. We hope you

all have a lovely half term and stay

safe.




Nursery were thrilled to welcome the dentists into the classroom this week. We

decided as a group, which foods were good for our teeth and which foods were bad.

We spoke about how we brush our teeth and for how long.

The dentists gave us each a special present to help us brush our teeth at home. Nursery

are grateful to all of the lovely visitors who have come in to explain how they help us




In Reception this week, we

have discussed that our local area
is Kingshurst and have been
exploring our local area on Google
Earth. The children were so excited
to see some familiar things such as
our school, our church, the bus
stops, the post office and some
local shops. We were amazed at
how different it looked when we
zoomed in, compared to a map of
Kingshurst. The children were then

very busy creating their own map
of Kingshurst and we had some

beautiful drawings.

Also this week, we were very lucky to have some dentists come to visit us! They

taught us how to brush our teeth properly and the importance of brushing twice a

day for 2 minutes. We loved role playing and completing the activities and I'm sure

we have some future dentists in the making! Well done, Reception.




This week in science, the Year 1 children had a range of pictures and objects to
work with. They worked with their partners to decide on what different

categories the materials could be sorted in to. I have set the children a challenge
to do the same thing at home by looking at different objects and grouping them

depending on what they are made from.

Tuesday was Safer Internet Day. The
children started the day by watching
an assembly where they had to answer
many questions about how to keep
safe on the internet. They then
completed lots of tasks and talked
about what to do if they saw
something online they were unsure
of. We discussed the phrase STOP
(stop what you are doing), CLOSE
(close the cover or lid on the device)
and TELL (tell an adult).




Year 2 have had a brilliant term. 2 ¥ Q

We have enjoyed gymnastics and dance in PE which . v :0‘
" Yo il m
everyone has been so enthusiastic about. e

This week we watched the Safer Internet Day assembly and discussed how we
can stay safe on the internet. Then, we completed some activities on how we can

BE[Smary stay safe on the internet.

In our Collective Worship this
Have a well-
week we learnt about The J J break
Rosary. We spoke about which eserved brea
over half term

Year 2 (©)

prayer is said on each bead
and had a go at designing

some of our own Rosary

Qé? beads.
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Year 3 have had a fabulous week and a fabulous term that has been full of

b6
LT

We have enjoyed swimming,
ukulele, computing, art, all of our
writing with the quiet critters; and
we can't wait for a well-deserved
break and to be back next term to

continue the fun.’




Year b4 were really busy this week!

In maths, we went

on an adventure
with explorer
Indiana Jones.
Working in Kagan
groups, we used
our knowledge of
Roman numerals to

crack the code!

In art we finished our topic
colour’ exploring and critiquing
the work of Monet and creating
a landscape inspired by 'Sunset

in Venice'.

Thank you to all
family members for

attending.




This week in Year 5 we have been working hard in art, using various shades of blue
to make different effects. |

On Tuesday 6™ Feb it was Internet Safety Day. We joined a live stream and learnt all

about how we can be safe online.




In their PE lessons, Year 6 have been creating dances based on The Greatest

Showman.
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In this week’s battles, the boys from Y24 and 6 worked together to beat the girls;

but the girls in Y3 and 5 beat the boys in their year groups!
Well done to the ‘Most Valuable Players’ (MVPs) in each battle:

MVP 2nd MVP 34 MVP
Year 2, L, 6 girls Ngoc-Anh Y2 Ivy Y2 Edie-Pearl Yk
Year 3 & 5 girls Lois Y5 Gracie Y5 Hope K Y5
Year 3 & 5 boys Nyle Y5 Ciaran Y5 Harrie Y5

There will be no battle during half term but we look forward to seeing how many

children have improved their ‘rock star status’ in their time away from school.

Congratulations to Lainey, Kade, Kallum and Milia in Year 1 who have

completed the next stage of their story map this week.

g;; g " Attendance
~ ©  Matters

The winner of this week’s attendance raffle is Harley in Year 3.
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What Parents &'Carers Need to Know about

_PERSUASIVE DESIGN[@NLINE

’Panumm-« design’ refers to the technikjues thot companing employ to influence our thoughts ond
behaviours when we're on the internet. These opproaches can be spotted on websites, In apps ond even
as port of some video gomes. Persuasive design meons thot this contant has been dellberately presented
in & way thot's intended to encourage you 1o spend your time or maney (or both). These methods often

prove highly effective ot keeping people engaged and invested for longer than we might expect.

POTENTIAL ADDICTION

In the digtal world, persacsie
design con make cenoin octivities
Moo oddothve and harder to wok
away trom 3ome peopie

10 ook Srekous o Fritoted -an ’
DCOeSS 10 thelr device of thailr
favourite app, for example. It con
e oflen lecrve users feolng
isolated, as - If they spend most of
their time on social media «

gy stert to find & difficult 1o te
other poopie in real e,
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MENTAL HEALTH |
CONCERNS .

Screlling onfdne or gaming without
regulor ks is proven 10 be
harmrdul to cur mentcl heaith, The
corgiant bambardment of news
stories (many of them negative),
Imoges and Infuencecs’ posts can
Creaie sensctions of unease,
uncertainty ond FOMO (foor of
missing out). Young pecpie can get
20 imenersed in this snvircoment
thot they become el Ioly 10 spot
mitleading posts

-- h
Soctol medio con draw arry of us —
loxt of age « Inte a continuous
en of refreshing our screun,

NG posts and links down rabbn
holex or reading countiess commaents
e by others. This aimiess seroling |
oan eat up time which coukl have
been t on more productive
activithes. it coukd also leod you
users into areas of the online
which aren’t age appropricte

SENSORY OVERLOAD

Ropetitively scrofing clicking
on links or ploying gemes can ™
create on u atream of mw

. Intormation and visuol stireil, Pt it
s wuy: social media len't seactly
Nnowned ai o coreles, chiled-out
envirgnment. Such overstirmadation
can beccome toe much for young
poophe 10 honala, resulting in
sensory oworlood ond cousing them
to leel stressed, cverwhaimed and
wshousted.
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Video gomes somatines disphay
offers for downioodobie contant or
loot boxes which con be bought with
reot money. Whike these
‘microtransacticns’ temptingly
promise Lo improve o players
QOMING Xperence, most of the time
thay are money sinks. Young people
In pertiodar, excited by the chance of
enhaneing their goms, could spend
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PHYSICAL iy
CONSEQUENCES

Hours spant sitting and screliing
means far lees tima moving erowund
nndgmbgnm rordiy ideat for
vouogpononophwkoi health,
By, prolanged exposure 10
!h-lbgm,wnoﬂuyephond-
SO100n oan leod Lo eye fatigue and
discomdort, sspeciolly ¥ viewing It in
the dork. Exinnded phone use before
bed con olso impact on doop
quolzy, offecting mecd and energy
leveix over tha foliowing days.
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uta ther phone, 10biet o Coneaio In the vonings or at weekends — or
perkops how cften they cangocna

OFP, gOMe or webxRe. You
oould aksd decide 1o kvvolve Bt whol family in creating this shared screen

time agroement. moking things fa {ond heatthier) for averyone.

NNNOUHOHKNS

Stop knee- jerk ot the by turning off push natiticotions um%
olorta Whether it's a notifcation of 0 soiol Medio upate, these

not-so-gentie are dosigned 1o catch cur attention and lure ws book
1o o davice. Switching them alf - or even any por rly intrusive
Oppa = con help pravent your child from being vozd Bk o e ondine world,
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ENCOURAGENMNDHANESS -

ACRnOow afry 0ddicton is key In owerceming X - and compulsive
scroking Is no ditferent, i anything mentioned in this guide sounds faomilar, &
could halp to have an honest, open chat with your chid about how much time
thay spand onling. Gt hem 10 think oot how often they scroll through sociol
media aimieasty or hobituaily open It up whenaver they have 6 spare moment,
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MAKE A CHECKLIST

Cor ing o bt of jors can be on ot way
of helping Jmam figure cux -hy Py re scroling on ceroin setes of
coneaming particular ploces of content, A chacklist con promgs young people
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Parent

Ml PARENT
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atters

WORKSHOPS

Reading workshops for an adult to work with their child will take place on the

following days:

Reception Thursday 18" April 9am
Year 1 Thursday 21°* March 9am
Year 2 Thursday 29™ February 9am
Year 3 Thursday 11™ April 9am
Year 5 Thursday 14" March 9am

Parents” Evening will take place on Wednesdag 21st and Thursday 22nd
February.

The next of our Spring term reading masses will be led by Year 5 and will take

place on Wednesday 6™ March at 9:30am . Parents /family members

from all year groups are most welcome to join us.

On Saturday 13th April at L}:3Opm at St. Anthony’s church, there will be a

commitment mass for children in Year 3 who are due to make their First Holy

Communion. All children are expected to attend.




8% Solihull College
& Universily Centre

Stratford-upon-Avon

LOIICRC

Free and fun

St Anthony's have joined up with Solihull College to offer parents a number of free
courses that we will hold onsite in the outside classroom. No bus fare, works around

school drop off and pick up times, no cost.
Parent and Grandparents.
Storysacks-2 hours/5 weeks
Create a story sack full of fun activities.

Parents and grandparents of children in Y1 to Y&

All About Grammar-2 hours /4 weeks.

A really interesting and fun way for parents, carers and grandparents to learn more about

the grammar their children or loved ones are learning at school.
Helping Your Child with English and Maths— 2 hours/10 weeks.

Come and join other parents in a relaxed and friendly environment to build your own
confidence in supporting your child’s learning at home. Fun and free resources.
Parents and grandparents of children in ¥3 to Y6

Keeping Up with your children-2 hours for 12 weeks.

Learn more about the key skills that children need to develop. Explore ways to support
your child in reading, writing and maths with other parents who are interested in

helping their children too.

We are looking to start after Easter perhaps the &th of April. We will send out a google form to see
which course will be held first which will depend on how many parents and carers respond to the
form.

Other courses may be available and can be discussed with college staff.

We would really like you to join in.




Primary School

Menu

Fresh

Dates: 6™ November, 27™ November, 18™ Dacember, 22™ January, 19" February

11t March

Monday Tuesday Wednesday
Pasta Bolognaise BBQ Chicken Wrap Roasted Gammon
Garlic Slica Potato Wedges Roast Potatoes
Sweetcormn Carrots, Peas
rEEE ok ok ok kK k
BEQ Q”I“’“ Fitta Roasted Vegetabla Veggie Sausages
Savoury Rice Roast Potatoes
*kkk dokk ok dk ok
Fruit Smoothie Eruit Pie & Custard Iced Sponge
— ok ook ok ok
Fresh Fruit Platter Fresh Fruit Platter Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogurts fogurts Yogurts
. Available Daily
Thursday Friday
Homie Baked Bread
Mini Sausage Fish Fingers Seasonal Salads
Yorkshires Chips
Mashed Potatoes Baked Beans
Vegetable Meadlay
ke k R
Chesse & Tomato
‘Inl'egel.al:ﬂ_e Curry Pizza
& Rice Chips
Baked Beans
dokEk B
Homebake - Frosted Homebake -

Carrot Cake

* 3k ok

Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogurts

Chocolate Cookies

% 3 o ok

Fresh Fruit Platter
Yogurts

- et
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Awards

Reception — Freya — For always being a ray of sunshine
and brightening everyone’s day.

Year 1 — Riley — For trying in all lessons this week ©.
Year 2 — Leoni — For your incredible progress in Reading!
Keep up the hard work.

Year 3 — Sophia — For her superb subject knowledge and
outstanding work throughout every single subject.

Year 4t — Poppy — For being a fun-loving friend and
working hard in all lessons.

Year 5 — Nyle — For representing the school in your
Maths competition and being a fantastic ambassador.

Year 5 — Ciaran - For representing the school in your
Maths competition and being a fantastic ambassador.

Year 6 — Alexie — For having a fantastic attitude and

always giving 100%.




Abkendance Makkers!

Every Shudenb Eve'r"j SckooL E.',ver-j 'DOuj
Good attendance means...

being in school at least 952 of the time or 180 to 190 days

175 days not at school!

All this time for shopping. holidays and appointments

(0 days
abzenced
(10 days

1 90 absence)

schocl 1 Bo (19 days | |

cays in pr p absence) |

each year ays o : (29 days
education 1 71 | absence) ||
absence)
Sz, 161
bsence
days of -
education

90% 85% 80% 75%

attendance attendance attencance attendance attendance attendance

365 days in a calendar year

Best chances Poor attendance - Very poor attendance -
of success. less chance of success. serious impact on

education and
- » - -
Well Done! I'm worried reduces life chances

“m seriously
concerned!”

Did you know? A two week holiday in term time means that the highest attendance a child can achieve is 94.7%

Good attendance and punctuality are vital for success at school and to establish positive habits that

are necessary for future success.

Through regular attendance pupils can:
d Build friendships
d Develop life skills

° Engage in essential learning and achieve their full potential

All parents / carers should promote good attendance and punctuality and work in partnership with the

school.

Please note that unless we have a valid reason, we cannot authorise an absence. A specific
reason as to why your child is absent is required. If leaving a voicemail or sending an
email, please ensure that you give as much detail as possible as this allows us to code the
absence correctly. Going forward, we will not accept reasons such as ‘feeling under the
weather’ or ‘they are not 100%’ etc., we need specifics. Absence is monitored by on a
weekly basis by Miss Watkins and an external agency and persistent absences will be

addressed.




Diary Dates

These dates will updated each week and newly added events / any changes will be

highlighted in yellow.

2024

Half term

Mon 12" Feb — Friday 16" Feb

Date and time Year group Event

Mon 19% Feb INSET DAY — SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS
Tues 20 Feb Whole school Return to school

Weds 2T and All parents Parents Evening

Thurs 22" Feb

Weds 28™ Feb Year 6 Year 6 Confirmation 7pm

Thurs 29" Feb

Year 2 parents

Reading workshop — 9am in the school hall

Friday ** March

Year 4

Trip to Blakesley Hall

Mon Uth March

Tiny Ants &

Nursery parents

Collective Worship - 1lam in the school hall

Weds 6% March
9:30am

R-Y6

Whole school Mass — Year 5 leading

Thurs 7" March

Whole school

World Book Day (pupils to dress as a characterfrom a
book)

Fri 8" March

R eception parents

Collective Worship - 2:45pm in the school hall

Monday 11" March

Year 6

Visit to Harvington Hall

Weds 13th March 9

-Tlam

Parents

Coffee morning for parents of pupils with ASD or those

with pupils on waiting lists / completing referrals

Thurs 14t March

Year 5 parents

Reading parent workshop — 9am in the school hall

Thurs 2Tt March

Year 1 parents

Reading parent workshop — 9am in the school hall

Fri 22" March R -Y6 Whole school Mass — Faith Ambassadors leading
9:30 am
Fri 22" March Whole school Break up for Easter holidays
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Diary Dates

Date and Time

Year Group

Event

Easter holidays

Mon 25% Mar - Fri 5t Apr

Mon 8™ Apr

Whole school

Return to school

Thurs 11th Apr

Year 3 parents

Reading parent workshop — 9am in the school hall

Sat 13th Apr Year 3 Commitment Mass for First Holy Communion
4:30pm at St. Anthony’s Church
Mon 15t Apr R-Y6 Whole school Mass — Year k4 leading

9:30am

Thurs 18t April

Reception parents

Reading parent workshop — 9am in the school hall

Mon 6th May MAY BANK HOLIDAY (SCHOOL CLOSED)
Fri 24™ May Whole school Break up for half term

Mon 13" — Thurs |Year 6 SATs week

16" May

Half Term

Mon 27t May — Fri 31" May

Mon 3¢ June Whole school Return to school

Weds 5™ — Fri 7" |Year 6 Alton Castle residential retreat
June

Mon 17" June Year 6 Visit to Oscott College

Sat 8" June Year 3 First Holy Communion Mass 1lam
Fri 19th July Whole school End of school year for pupils

Mon 22 July

INSET DAY — SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS
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Please read carefully as the PE days can change from week to week.

Week beginning Tuesday 20th February:
Reception — Thursday

Y1 —Tuesday

Y2 —Friday

Y3 — Swimming on Tuesday
Y4 —Tuesday

Y5 — Wednesday

Y6 — Friday

Please remember that pupils need to come into school in their PE kits on these
days, and they should be plain white t shirts (or those with the school badge on)
and PLAIN black shorts/tracksuit bottoms/leggings.

Please ensure you have responded to the Microsoft Form sent

out regarding the MMR vaccinations that your child has received.

As you will be aware, there has been an increase in the number of measles cases locally,
therefore it is vital that our records are up to date so that we can keep our children as

safe and protected as possible.

Mr K Scanlon, Head of School

Award aale 10r%
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