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This half term, we are growing to be attentive to our experience

‘‘‘‘‘

" . and to our vocation; and discerning about the choices we make
| and the effects of those choices.

Jacinda Ardern (Former Prime Minister of New Zealand)
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As part of Refugee Week and our work towards achieving CAFOD'’s Live Simply award,

our school community reflected on the importance of welcome, compassion and solidarity
with those forced to leave their homes. Last Friday, pupils took part in A Day of
Welcome, exploring the experiences of refugees and considering how we can create
communities where everyone feels valued, respected and included.

Building on this learning, children spent the week performing poetry on the theme of
refugees. Through thoughtful words and powerful performances, pupils expressed
empathy, hope and a deeper understanding of the challenges faced by displaced people
around the world. This work helped us to live out our Catholic values and the principles
of Catholic Social Teaching, particularly the dignity of the human person and our call to
stand in solidarity with those in need. We are proud of the sensitivity, creativity and

compassion shown by all our pupils throughout the week.




The children have enjoyed an incredible week celebrating the arts! From Irish dancing to street
dance, paint to clay, African drumming to reciting poetry — we've had it all!

We started Friday with an assembly where all year groups showcased what they had learnt and
we thoroughly enjoyed watching them share all of their musical and artistic talents. Thank you
for all of our staff for embracing this week of creativity and to Miss Clayton for her ideas,

organisation and for booking ourfantastic Workshops with Jagde and Vivion (a West End

starl).




There’s still time to send in

donations for our rainbow
hampers. These can be non-
perishable foods, drinks,

toiletries, cleaning products, toys,

stationery, treats, gtfts or any

We’re collecting donations to create
amazing World Cup themed hampers. . .
Each class has a team - let’s fill our hampers othe rs afe and sulta b le items. The

with items in your team’s colours.

= % DONATIONS TO BE IN BY 19™ JUNE * more colourful and creative, the

o - TICKETS ON SALE FROM 15™ JUNE % — . . better! Every item donated will
. E & EACH CLASS HAS A TEAM! *

I‘m;ugéam"““ *ENGLAND + BRegilliihegll * BRAZIL * help to create some fantastic

DARK BLUE & WHITE RED & WHITE IO FRTAI0 N YELLOW & GREEN

TINY ANTS RECEPTION
NURSERY Lz : A - hampers for our PTA raffle,

raising valuable funds for the

D - N school.
* FRANCE * ARGENTINA *

i RED, WHITE & BLUE , YELLOW & BLACK RED & GREEN BABY BLUE & WHITE
YEAR 3 [ YEAR 4 | YEAR 5 v YEAR 6
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| WINNERS TO BE DRAWN IN ASSEBLY
FRIDAY 26™ JUNE.

Tiny Ants and Nursery Dark blue or white
Reception Red or white

Year 1 Red or yellow
Year 2 Yellow or green
Year 3 Red, White or blue
Year b Red, yellow or black
Year 5 Red or green
Year 6 Baby (pale) blue or white




Follow uson W%
© ) Instagram!  /

{| @stanthonys.pta )

Stay updated with St. Anthony's
PTA events, news, and
fun moments!
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Filmmaker, Pixar, has shared that the new Toy Story

IE technalugy 5 film will explore how children are spending more
Chﬂnging childhoed7 time using screens and digital technology. In the

story, the toys worry that tablets, video games, and other

devices are becoming more popular than traditional toys.
The ﬁlm has highlighted conversations about how
childhood and play are changing.

Things you could talk about at home:

> What games or toys do you enjoy playing with most
at home? Why?
> How much time do you believe people should spend

using screens each day?

Christ calls us to recognize
Him in every brother and
sister who needs to be

welcomed, protected,

supported, and integrated. Let

us learn to see our brothers

and sisters through His eyes.




It was a real joy to see so many of our families on Saturday to celebrate the 60" anniversary

of our church. It We were delighted that St. Anthony’s school was so well represented at Mass

and it was great to be able to enjoy some fun in the sun together afl:erwards.’




Solihull Council are promoting the carpark by the
basketball court off Fordbridge Road as alternative
parking away from school and will shortly be providing
the school with bespoke railing banners showing the
location of the alternative parking and suggested routes,

and leaﬂets to hand out to parents.

St Anthony’s Catholic
Primary School

»

Little steps, big difference

PA—— St Anthony's Catholic
walking route Primary School
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5 minute
walk radius

[P] Parking
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APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN

PLACES 2026

At St Anthony’s Tiny Ants, children flourish in a warm,
nurturing Catholic environment where every child is known,
valued and encouraged to achieve their best. Our
Outstanding Early Years provision provides children with the
very best start to their educational journey.

Our experienced Early Years team creates exciting learning
opportunities that develop confidence, independence,
communication skills and a love of learning, ensuring
children are fully prepared for Reception and beyond.

We are accepting
applications for

EVERY DAY IS AN OPEN DAY! September 2026.

Please contact us to organise a visit.

Sz https:/ [www.st- = i
3 an mongs B soh 1] O 0121770 3168 <) office@st-anthonys.solihull.sch.uk




WHY CHOOSE TINY ANTS?
Q Outstanding Early Years Provision (Ofsted 2022)
@ Caring Catholic ethos rooted in Gospel values
@ Strong focus on communication, language and early reading.

@ Excellent preparation for Reception and future learning

@ Experienced and nurturing staff team

FUNDING AVAILABLE

@ Funded places for eligable 2-year-olds

@ 30 hour funding for eligiable working families

7/

“ My teacher helps me
/ learn new things every

day.
“ The staff helped our child ,,

grow in confidence and
independence. We couldn't
have wished for a t:;etter
start to school life. ,, Vi
" o6
| love playing outside
with my friends! 99

als https:/ [www.st- - i
G arth k] M c2z1770368 @ office@st-anthonys.solihull.sch.uk
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APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN

NURSERY

PLACES 2026

At St Anthony’s Nursery, children flourish in a warm, nurturing
Catholic environment where every child is known, valued

and encouraged to achieve their best. Our OQutstanding Early
Years provision provides children with the very best start to
their educational journey.

Our experienced Early Years team creates exciting learning
opportunities that develop confidence, independence,
communication skills and a love of learning, ensuring
children are fully prepared for Reception and beyond.

We are accepting
applications for

EVERY DAY IS AN OPEN DAY! September 2026.

Please contact us to organise a visit.
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WHY CHOOSE ST ANTHONY'S NURSERY?
Outstanding Early Years Provision (Ofsted 2022)

Caring Catholic ethos rooted in Gospel values

Strong focus on communication, language and early reading.

Excellent preparation for Reception and future learning

Experienced and nurturing staff team

Seamless transition into our Reception class

FUNDING AVAILABLE
Funded places for eligable 2-year-olds
Universal 15 hours funding for all 3 and 4-year-olds

30 hour funding for eligiable working families

W

Full wraparound care available

“ My teacher helps me
learn new things every

66 w99
The staff helped our child
grow in confidence and
independence. We couldn’t
hav? un:gsthed ::r::r clllg?etter
start to school life. ,,

4

| love ﬁ'ﬂ‘f'” g outside
with my friends! 99
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This week Tiny Ants have been learning all about sea creatures and the ocean.
They have created a collaborative piece of work to be displayed in the hall for
Arts week by using hands and feet to print the ocean, brushes and paint for the
sea creatures and glitter for the shimmering water. On Monday Jayde from

Fusion of Dance came to deliver a fabulous session which the children thoroughly

enjoyed.




This week in Nursery we have been celebrating Father’s Day and have been thinking
about the special people in our families. The children have created their own cards
and have working hard writing their special person’s name inside as well as their

own names.

Nursery have also had lots of fun in our ocean themed Arts week. This included
have an ocean themed dance lesson delivered by Jayde as well as creating

collaborative art pieces depicting an octopus and jelly fish. Nursery also loved

creating an ocean themed piece of work with the Year 4 children.




Reception have had a very busy and exciting week! For Arts Week, we have been
learning about and celebrating Africa. At the start of the week, the children took
part in African dance and African drumming workshops, where they enjoyed
exploring rhythm, movement and music. In class, we have been learning about
some of the amazing animals that live in Africa. We read Handa's Surprise and
completed some descriptive writing about Handa's journey, using adventurous
vocabulary to describe the characters, settings and events in the story. The children
have also explored colour and pattern, using a range of different media to create
some brilliant African-inspired artwork. To finish our week, we enjoyed a clay
workshop in the hall with our Year 5 buddies, where the children worked

creatively to make their own clay creations.
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Year 1 have had a great week! In Maths we have continued learning about place
value to 100, focusing on one more, one less and number lines to 100. We have also
been very busy creating lots of different pieces of art this week as a part of Arts
week. We have worked hard to create Venetian masks, castle collages and sketches

of castles. The work that the children have produced is fantastic! We also had a very

special visit from Vivian - who taught us how to Irish dance. The children were




Arts week has been amazing! Check out some of our amazing work inspired by
Antarctica. ..

We also enjoyed writing and performing persuasive speeches in English and have
moved on to looking at shape in Maths.




What a wonderful Arts Week! Our theme was South America. We had so much
fun learning how to dance the samba with Vivian on Tuesday and created
beautiful artworks in the style of Beatrix Milhazes on Wednesday. We sorted
angles into groups in Maths, and even tried types of melon, tomatoes and avocado

in History — we learnt a lot about what the Mayans ate and how they farmed.
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This week has been a busy and exciting one in Year 5! In English, we have been

exploring a range of poems linked to Refugee Week. The children carefully analysed
the poems, thinking deeply about their meanings, and then brought them to life
through performance. They used facial expressions, tone of voice and expression
brilliantly to convey different emotions to the class.

It has also been Arts Week, where we have been learning all about Oceania. As part
of this, we were incredibly lucky to take part in an Australian drumming workshop,
which was a fantastic hands-on experience that everyone thoroughly enjoyed. What

an amazing week it has been for Year 5, keep it up!




Year 6 has been a hive of activity again this week! On Monday we were visited by
Emily from Fr. Hudson’s Caritas, who taught us about migrants and refugees. She
shared some really useful facts with us and helped us to understand their differences.
Our Arts week theme was ‘global cities’ and we created artwork based on famous
landmarks in the style of Romero Britto as well as taking part in a street dance
workshop. The children also prepared collaborative performances of works by
Benjamin Zephaniah and Nicola Davies as part of Refugee Week — I was really
proud of how all children had the confidence to stand up in front of their peers to

deliver their lines.




ALWAYS

FOLLOW THE %=~
WATER SAFETY CODE

Dr: wmng

Preuentmn We

STOP anpo THINK
BHBS-

[ |

Take time to assess
your surroundings.

Look for the dangers
and always research
lacal signs and advice

Whenewver you are arcund water:

STAY TOGETHER

When around water
always go with
friends or family.

Swimata
lifeguarded venue.

CALL 999

If you are at the coast,
call ¥9% and azk for
the Coastguard.

. &
Don't enter the water )
fo rescue.

LIFE SAVING
SOCIETY UK

Enjay Warer Safaly | Free From Drowning

In an emergency:

FLOAT

Fallin ar become tired - stay
calm, float on your back
and call for help.

Throw samething that
floats to somebody
that has fallen in.

Learn more about
water safety.

scan the QR code
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our attendance raﬁle so watch this

space’ Remember ifyou achieve

- 100% attendance, you are in with a

_chance of winning a sweet treat!

e N aLCelebratmg f.u
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Winining House: St Patrick

Wmmng Classes Receptton Y2 & Y#O




Summer uniform can be worn after Easter

until Autumn Term in October.

School Caps
School caps are
recommended during the
hot weather, these can be
purchased from the
School Office and are £6
(please pay on
ParentPay)

**School caps only — no

other caps to be worn™*

Boys
>|<Grey trousers or school
shorts
*White sleeved shirt with
a school tie or blue or
white polo shirt
*Black school shoes

*Blue school jumper

Girls

*Grey skirt, trousers,

pinafore or blue gingham
dress

*White blouse with tie or
blue or white polo shirt
*Black school shoes (no
heels, no sandals)

*Blue school cardigan or

jumper




Due to school dinners being cooked fresh, please ensure that you pre

order meals that your child will eat. Unfortunately, we cannot offer

alternatives.

We have now moved to our new simplified lunch ordering

system, a single login system via ParentPay @/
https://www.parentpay.com/



MOBILECOMMUNITY WE CARE about

Fom D AFFORDABLE
FOOD
in the @of our
PAN I R I COMMUNITIES

We believe everyone Pantry Locations:

shovuld have access

to affordable and Riverside

nutritious food by J7J|!.|Y Family Hub
bridging the gaps 289 Bosworth Drive,

Solihull, B37 5DP
between community M:00AM | 0217791750

food provisions.

16TH ELMWOOD
A small donation of £2 TR ||t s

37 Burtons Way,
: Contact Fami vl
will allow each member {[nvewsbsisll LI TIELE

0121 779 1700
to access up to £25 ot
worth of cupboard food,
fresh fruit and fresh Everareen

vegetables per visit ‘213-[5' Family Hub

. 42 Kingshurst Way,
(10 items) Birmingham, B37 6DX

1M:00AM | 0217791724
SCAN HERE

31ST Hatchford
Brook
JULY F(';mily Hub

Hatchford Brook, Old Lode

10.30AM | Lane, Solihull, B92 8JE

0121 704 6943

For more info contact 01455 363100 or contact your nearest Family Hub




Cycling Courses

A chance to learn a life skill, feel proud, and discover
the pure joy of riding a bike.

Summer Holiday
Cycling Courses

Scan the OR for booking details or visit
solihull.cycleready.co.uk/publicbooking

Ages 5-7 « Learn to Ride

o Morth Solihull Sports Centre Athletics Track

A supportive space for children who are not able to
* pedal independently to experience that first spark of
cycling freedom.

Bikes and helmets provided

20 & 21 July » 27 & 28 July
17 & 18 August » 24 & 25 August 2026

o B8 Solihul

Actig i \
Traweal IL-I:- T,
England

D B




AWARD-WINNING SWIM LESSONS

@ Includes public swimming

& Spaces always available

@ Lessons for all abilities

& Available up to seven days a week

@ All teachers are Swim England or
equivalent qualified

@ Pay monthly by Direct Debit
@ All lessons are lifeguarded

For more information, scan the QR code or visit
www.everyoneactive.com/swim-lessons

EVERYONE LOVES TO LEARN A LIFE SKILL

owina the

S“"m Learn to Swim eVe r\ O n e
England Programme ACTIVE




A free family-friendly weekend with creative workshop activities in Solihull.

aunch Event | 20 & 21 June | Solihull

(/A JASENIN

o
c
=
£
(o)
& E.
> S
3 =
mm
Shs
2 o
o S V)
&
MH
o O
g
=
2o
or
o)
£ o
o U
£ 3
-_r

o £
K...n

-
’
- D
<)
’l
-
' 4




Read to the Beat! Summer Reading Challenge - free at your local
Solihull library!

Dear parents and carers.

Your child {age 4—11) can join the Summer Reading Challenge this summer. It's fun,
free and helps keep up reading skills over the holidays!

- Set a reading goal
- Read whatever they like — bocks, eBooks, audicbooks

- Earn stickers, rewards, a medal and a chance to enter a prize draw to win a
voucher for Touchwood, Waterstones or The Entertainer.

Find out more about it on the Solihull Libraries website:

Children and youn [o) 's library services | Solihull Metro itan Borough Council

Starts 11 July and runs throughout the summer holidays.

Summer Reading
Challenge 2026

Join FREE at your
-, local ltbrary'

—
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w
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:‘":s | ARTS COUNCIL Delivered in partnership with libraries
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
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TOILET TRAINING
SUPPORT

Is your child starting nursery school or Reception in
September? Do you need any advice or support with
toileting?

Come along to our drop in session run by Solihull
Health Visiting & School Nursing Team

Tuesday 23™ June
9:15am -10:45am

Hatchford Brook Family Hub
Old Lode Lane, B92 8JE

" No bookingd needed, just drop in '
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| Attendance and punctuality

Every child has the right to an education, and it is the legal
responsibility for parents and carers to ensure that their children
attend on time every day possible.

As part of 5t Anthony's Support First Approach, | wanted to sign post
parents and carers to information and support.

Guidance and information about illness can be found at the link below.

https -/ fwww_nhs uk/live-well/fis-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Solihull School Nursing service.

You can contact us by telephone on 0121 726 6754, or via our Confidential Text
Meszaging service, called Parent Line, on 07480 635 496, to discuss any concerns or
worries you have regarding your child’s health and wellbeing.

Solihull Solar (mental health)

For routine support please complete our referral form, if you wish
to discuss this referral please call us during office hours on 0121
301 2750

Education Participation advisory Service
Check session is being held before traveling to ElImwood place.

attendanceenguiriesi@solihull.gov.ulk
or 0121 704 6191

Tuesday 12-1.30pm @ Elmwood Place

Does your child worry about going to school? Do you feel you have tried
everything to ensure your child attends school, but nothing seems to be working?
Do you feel there has been a relationship breakdown with your child’s school? Do
you have general guestions around school attendance?

FII TSI



Notification Regarding Extended Absence from School

We are writing to remind parents and carers of the school’s legal responsibilities
regarding pupil attendance.

Under the Education (Pupil Registration) Regulations, schools must notify the Local
Authority when a pupil has been absent from school for 15 school days or more,
whether those absences occur:

® Consecutively (15 school days in a row), or

® Cumulatively (15 school days in total over the academic year.

This notification requirement applies regardless of whether absences are authorised or
unauthorised and is intended to help ensure that children receive appropriate support

and access to education.

If the reason for absence is due to illness, medical evidence may be requested to

support this, please send; screenshots of appointments, prescriptions or any other
supporting correspondence.

Remember to call the school absence line to advise of your child’s absence and
include their symptoms, reasons of; ‘unwell’, ‘tired’ or ‘under the weather’ do not
give school enough information about your child’s illness.

We kindly ask all families to be honest about the reason for any absence. It is not fair
to put children in the difficult position of feeling they must hide the truth about where
they have been. Transparency helps us to maintain trust and ensures accurate school
records.

We would like to remind all families that Leave of Absence requests must be
submitted to the school office at least four weeks in advance of the proposed
absence date.

Please note that, in line with government quidance, holidays during term time
cannot be authorised. However, if your child will be absent from school for any
reason, you are still required to complete a Leave of Absence request form so that we
can record the absence appropriately.

Thank you for your co-operation and continued support.
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TOGETHERNESS

Bringing the Solibull Appronch to the world
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An update on

WELLBEING FOR
EVERY SCHOOL PARENT

Your NHS learning space created by psychologists

TOGETHERNESS

Togetherness is an online learning environment developed by psychologists

and health practitioners providing accessible learning about emotional health

and wellbeing, proven to positively impact mental health, behaviour and

relationships.

Home - Togetherness



https://togetherness.co.uk/
https://togetherness.co.uk/
https://togetherness.co.uk/

TICKETS
AVAILABLE

BIRMINGHAM
217 JUNE

Q. IcCBIRMINGHAM BRlCK

FESTIVAL
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COMEAND MEETYOUR LOCAL
FIREFIGHTERS AND SEE OUR FIRE ENGINES!

g @ g

Ward End Fire Station
July 19" 2026
llam-3 pm

Sensory time: 11 - 11:30

%% COME AND JOIN THE FUN!

&

Washwood He athRo d, Ward End, Birmingham, B8



Diary Dates

Summer Term 2026

Mon 22 June

Year 6

Trip to Oscott College (no charge to parents)

Weds 24" — Fri 26™ June

Year 6

Alton Castle Residential

Mon 29% June

New Reception

intake parents

Reception Transition Meeting

Tues 30™" June

New Nursery

intake parents

Nursery Transition Meeting

Tues 30" June

Year 3

Trip to Dudley Zoo

Weds 1** July Whole School |Whole school Mass led by Year 2 — First Holy
Communicants to receive their certificates

Weds 1 July Year 3 First Holy Communion children to wear their outfits for
Mass and then bring non-uniform for their celebration
in the afternoon.

Tue 7t July Year 6 Trip to Drayton Manor

Weds 8" July EYFS Sports Day am

Thurs 9™ July YT -Y6 Sports Day am

Tues 14" July Reception Trip to Hatton

Tues 14" July Year 6 Leavers’ Production 4:30pm

Weds 15" July Year 6 Leavers’ Mass 9:15am

Weds 15" July EYFS EYFS Party

Thurs 16™ July Year 6 PTA Leavers’ event after school

Fri 17" July Whole school |Last day in school for pupils

Monday 20t July — INSET day for staff
SCHOOL CLOSED FOR PUPILS UNTIL SEPTEMBER




Diary Dates

Term rfa/{es 2026 - 2027

Term starts Ha!f term Term ends
Autumn Tuesday 1 September Monday 26 October Friday 18 December
2026 2026 to Friday 30 2026
October 2026
Spring Monday 4 January Monday 15 February Thursday 25 March
2027 2027 to Friday 19 2027
February 2027
Summer Monday 12 April 2027 Monday 31 May 2027 to | Wednesday 21 July
Friday 4 June 2027 2027
Inset days: 1 September, 2" November, 4" January, 12" February, 7" June,
21 July

Week beginning Monday 15t June

Reception — Friday

Year 1 — Monday and Wednesday
Year 2 — Wednesday and Friday

Year 3 — Tuesday (swimming) and

Please remember that
earrings MUST NOT be

worn on PE days.

Friday
Year It — Tuesday and Thursday
Year 5 —Tuesday and Thursday

Year 6 — Monday and Tuesday




Head Teacher'’s
Awards
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Re:’eptlon — Sydney for being a cartng,‘lovmg friend to
everyone and shining like Jesus.

Year 1 — Reid — for making an extra effort to show kindness
towards staff and friends this week! Keep it up!

Year 2 — Nancy — for her remarkable resilience and courage
whilst facing sadness and loss. You have continued to
approach each day with quiet strength and determination and
we're proud of you! ©

Year 3 — Alice — for being a wonderful asset to our class.
You are a ray of sunshine and an absolute joy to teach!

Year It — Tommy — for outstanding work across our subjects,
learning with good humour, generosity and a kind heart.
Year 5 — Nevaeh — for having an improved attitude to her
overall learning! Keep it up!

Year 6 — Dylan — for the incredible progress you've made

with becoming more conﬂdent to speak up and share your

fantastic ideas. You are a really valued member of our class.
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