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This half term, we are growing to be grateful for our own gifts,               
for the gift of other people, and for the blessings of each day;                 
and generous with our gift becoming men and women for others.

Join us for our 
Summer Term Whole School Masses 

Wednesday 20th May Led by Year 1

Wednesday 24th June Led by Year 2 

Wednesday 15th July Led by Year 6 

The highest gratitude is not to utter 

words, but to live by them.

John F Kennedy – American president

We send CONGRATULATIONS 
and best wishes to Miss Cartwright 
and her partner.  Baby Archie was 
born on Wednesday 22nd April 
2026, weighing 6lb 12oz. 



Things to talk about..

Peace is built 
on respect for 

people!

This week we learnt that an 82-year-old runner, 
Eileen Hieron, has shown that age hasn’t stopped her 
trying something new. She only started running in her 
70s and ran her first marathon at the age of 74. Since 
then, she has completed nearly 10 marathons and even 
won her age group at the London Marathon. This 
Sunday, runners from all over the world will take part in 
the 2026 London Marathon, and stories like Eileen’s are 
inspiring others to think about whether it’s ever too late 
to try something new.

Things you could talk about at home:
➢ Do you believe age should matter when trying 

something new? Why or why not?

No one is excluded from 
God’s love! With our 

unique pasts, mistakes, and 
sufferings, each one of us 
remains precious in the 

Lord’s eyes.



PTA 



PTA 

Tickets are now available via https://www.parentpay.com/

* Please pay for each child individually
* The ‘family ticket’ is for 3 or more siblings in the 
   same family.

https://www.parentpay.com/


Tiny Ants

Last week, we were welcomed back on Tuesday to a beautiful pot of tulips that the 

children had previously planted and have been observing. Throughout the week, we 

have been painting and chalk marking what the tulips look like to us; developing 

our creative skills.  In the home corner, the children have been matching the correct 

cutlery to the matching-coloured plate using the words ‘knife’, ‘fork’ and ‘spoon’. We 

sang 5 Little Ducks while playing in the water tray, Mrs Wedge has been teaching 

us The 5 Currant Buns number song using our fingers and Ozzy shared number skills 

with his friends matching his cars to the numerals then touch counting. 

 It was a great first week back!



Nursery

.         This week in Nursery we have learnt all about Earth Day; where we have focused on 
the importance of caring for our planet. We have learnt that we should turn lights off 
when we leave the room as well as turn the taps off when we have finished washing 
our hands. Nursery also now know that we should not throw rubbish on the ground 
as it is harmful to our wildlife. To support our learning of this we littered picked 
around our school and created some posters to encourage people to not litter.  



This week in Year 1, we 

have been learning about 

recognising and adding 

equal groups in Maths. 

We have learnt all about 

the resurrection of Jesus 

in RE and the children 

were fantastic at role 

playing the story. We 

have also enjoyed 

learning how to represent 

different characters voices 

in the Three Little Pigs 

story by changing the 

volume of the instruments 

the children are using in 

Music and learning how 

to follow hand gestures to 

make the music quieter or 

louder.



Year 2 

This week in Year 2, we have been finding a 
half in Maths and looked at how we represent 
this as a fraction.  In English, we have been 
looking at Colin McNaughton’s book, 
‘Suddenly!’,  in more detail and have enjoyed 
writing our own story based on the style of 
this book. 

We have also all had a wonderful week 
in our Music and PE lessons! 

Well done Year 2 ☺



Year 3

Last week, Year 3 had a great first week back ☺ We had a lot of fun starting our 
new English topic on author study and exploring the author, Anthony Browne. 
However, we will be writing a letter of complaint to him as we are not very happy 
with the way one of the characters was treated in his book ‘Willy the Wimp’! 



Year 3

This week Year 3 have moved on to a new topic in Maths, looking at fractions. Our 
focus has been adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator. In 
Spanish, we were learning to say some fruit and vegetables and in History, we learnt 
how to write our own names in hieroglyphics like they did in Ancient Egypt.  



Year 4

In Year 4, we have been exploring our new Art unit ‘Fabric of Nature’ by creating 
mood boards with rainforest-themed colours, patterns and shapes. In English, we 
learnt about the 12 labours of Hercules through drama.



Year 5

Year 5 have had a meaningful and engaging week, as we had a special visit from 
Father Hudson’s Caritas. Emily led an inspiring workshop focused on homelessness, 
encouraging the children to think deeply about the challenges faced by others in our 
community. As part of the session, the children explored the importance of 
compassion, respect, and understanding, linking closely to our Catholic Social 
Teaching focus this half term: the dignity of the worker. The children produced 
thoughtful ideas about how they could be charitable and support those in need.

We then ended our week enjoying the gorgeous sunshine in P.E! The children worked 
really hard in our new topic of rounders. They have shown excellent teamwork, 
communication, and determination! 

Well done Year 5 ☺ 



Year 6 

The pace isn’t slowing down in Year 6! However, the children have enjoyed English 
lessons based around a scene from ‘Harry Potter’ this week and produced some 
great sentences in preparation for writing their own diary entries in role as Harry 
and Draco. 

At the start of the week, our celebration 
of the word was prepared and led by Reggie, 
Dylan, Thomas, Farhan, Maya and Poppy. 
They thought very carefully about their 
‘respond’ activity, which was to write an 
anonymous compliment for someone else 
in the class. 

I was also in for a treat this week when I was able to experience a Year 6 guitar 
lesson for the first time. I was completely wowed by the talent and skill that the 
children showed – particularly when some children volunteered to play a solo! 



GIFT Team 

This week Emily from Father Hudson'sCaritas came to talk to Year 5 about 
homelessness. The children explored the difficulties that rough sleepers faced and 
suggested ways we could help as a school.

Following this, the Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) Team met to have further 
discussions on what actions we should take this half term to make a difference to 
the lives of people that have no permanent place to live.

There were some creative ideas from Donation Drives such as helping at a soup 
kitchen and even making blankets from crisp packets. Keep an eye out for 
furtherdetails and be prepared to grab a blanket to have a night under the stars!

Girl Power

Girl Power in Primary Schools is aimed at 
empowering young girls, boosting their 
confidence, encouraging physical activity, and 
promoting educational equality. This week Miss 
Otis and Miss Trowman took 15 girls to take 
part in an event where everyone had so much 
full whilst meeting other girls from local Primary 
Schools.



A huge well done to all of the 
children who received certificates in 

assembly today for attendance: Lucie 
and Edie-Pearl. Our attendance raffle 
winners were: Aerith, Annie, Keira,   

     Elsie, Ivy, Rosie and Amber-Rose.  

Attendance

St. Andrew’s

Year 6



Online Safety for Parents and Carers



Summer Uniform

School Caps
School caps are 
recommended during the 
hot weather, these can be 
purchased from the 
School Office and are £6 
(please pay on 
ParentPay)
**School caps only – no 
other caps to be worn**

Summer uniform can be worn after Easter 
until Autumn Term in October.

Boys
*Grey trousers or school   
shorts
*White sleeved shirt with 
a school tie or blue or 
white polo shirt
*Black school shoes
*Blue school jumper

Girls
*Grey skirt, trousers, 
pinafore or blue gingham 
dress
*White blouse with tie or 
blue or white polo shirt
*Black school shoes (no 
heels, no sandals)
*Blue school cardigan or 
jumper



Lunch menu for w.b. 27th April 2026

Due to school dinners being cooked fresh, please ensure that you pre 
order meals that your child will eat. Unfortunately, we cannot offer 
alternatives.

Ordering school lunches…

We have now moved to our newsimplified lunch ordering 
system,a single login system via ParentPay

https://www.parentpay.com/



Attendance



Family Support

Fidgets
Do you have any fidget toys at 
home that your child does not 
want/play with any more? If so, we 
would love to have them in school 
if you are happy to donate.

Please send your donations to the 
school office or Miss Watkins.



Support for Parents



School Absence

If the reason for absence is due to illness, medical evidence may be requested to 
support this, please send; screenshots of appointments, prescriptions or any other 
supporting correspondence.
Remember to call the school absence line to advise of your child’s absence and 
include their symptoms, reasons of; ‘unwell’, ‘tired’ or ‘under the weather’ do not 
give school enough information about your child’s illness.
We kindly ask all families to be honest about the reason for any absence. It is not fair 
to put children in the difficult position of feeling they must hide the truth about where 
they have been. Transparency helps us to maintain trust and ensures accurate school 
records.
We would like to remind all families that Leave of Absence requests must be 
submitted to the school office at least four weeks in advance of the proposed 
absence date.
Please note that, in line with government guidance, holidays during term time 
cannot be authorised. However, if your child will be absent from school for any 
reason, you are still required to complete a Leave of Absence request form so that we 
can record the absence appropriately.
 Thank you for your co-operation and continued support.

As qualified health professionals, pharmacists are trained in the use of 
medicines, managing minor illnesses and providing health and wellbeing 
advice. 

Most community pharmacies across Birmingham and Solihull can provide 
advice and treatment, if appropriate, for you or members of your family for 
seven common conditions.
This service is called Pharmacy First.
It’s free*, confidential and may be much quicker than seeing your GP.

https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-
community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first

Are you struggling to get a Doctors appointment?

https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first


Park Run



Diary Dates

Summer Term 2026
Weds 29th April Year 3 First Holy Communion retreat @ St. Andrew’s school 

for pupils (letter to follow but pupils will return to 
school at 4:30pm) 

Mon 11th – Thurs 14th May Year 6 SATs week – all pupils must be in school every day. 

Tues 12th May Year 3 Swimming sessions begin (letter to follow)

Thurs 14th May Whole school PTA discos after school (more info to follow)

Tues 19th May Whole school ‘Happy Shoes-day’ (more info to follow)

Fri 20th May Whole SchoolBreak up for half term

HALF TERM HOLIDAY: 

Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 2026

Mon 1st – Fri 12th June Year 4 Multiplication Check to be completed 

Weds 3rd June Year 6 Confirmation Retreat Day for pupils at St. Anthony’s

Sat 6th June Year 3 First Holy Communion 11am

Mon 8th – Fri 12th June Year 1 Phonics screening check to be completed 

Tues 9th June Whole school Class photographs 

Sat 13th June Whole school St. Anthony’s Church 60th anniversary 

Weds 24th – Fri 26th June Year 6 Alton Castle Residential 

Tues 30th June Year 3 Trip to Dudley Zoo

Weds 8th Jul EYFS Sports Day am

Thurs 9th Jul Y1 – Y6 Sports Day am 

Fri 10th Jul Year 6 Trip to Drayton Manor 

Weds 15th July Year 6 Leavers’ Mass 

Thurs 16th July Year 6 PTA Leavers’ event after school 

Fri 17th July Whole school Last day in school for pupils 

Monday 20th July – INSET day for staff

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR PUPILS UNTIL SEPTEMBER



Week beginning Monday 27th April 

P.E Days

Reception – Friday
Year 1 –  Monday and Wednesday
Year 2 – Tuesday & Friday
Year 3 – Friday 
Year 4 – Swimming Tuesday, PE Thursday
Year 5 –Tuesday and Thursday
Year 6 – Monday and Tuesday

Term dates 2025 - 2026

Term starts Half term Term ends

Autumn 1st September 2025 27th Oct – 31st Oct 19th December 2025

Spring 5th January 2026 16th Feb – 20th Feb 27th March 2026

Summer 13th April 2026 25th May  - 29th May 20th July 2026

Inset days: 1st September, 24th October, 5th January, 23rd February, 13th April, 
20th July 

Diary Dates



Head Teacher’s 
Awards

Reception – Aerith – for spreading joy and being a kind and 
loving friend.
Year 1 – Tony – for lighting up the classroom every single day 
with his humour and positive attitude.
Year 2 – Nancy – for your continued hard work and 
determination.  We are so proud of the progress you are 

making. Keep it up! ☺

Year 3 – Louie – for your wonderful contributions across all 

subjects this week – keep up the good work ☺

Year 4 – Niamh – for resilience and not letting small problems 
distract you from your learning.  Great effort!
Year 5 – Harvey – for being a role model and brightening up 
the classroom.
Year 6 – Oliver – for demonstrating the British value of 
tolerance and the virtues of loving, discerning and 
compassionate in class this week.  Thank you for being so kind 
and thoughtful.
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