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Oprah Winfrey – American TV host and producer 

This half term, we are growing to be grateful for our own gifts,               
for the gift of other people, and for the blessings of each day;                 
and generous with our gift becoming men and women for others.

Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end 

up having more..

Join us for our 
Summer Term Whole School Masses 

Wednesday 22nd April Led by Year 4 

Wednesday 20th May Led by Year 1

Wednesday 24th June Led by Year 2 

Wednesday 15th July Led by Year 6 



Things to talk about..

Peace is built 
on respect for 

people!

This week we learnt that A new town, called Barking 
Riverside, is being built in East London to help
provide more homes in the local area.
It will include around twenty thousand homes, as well as 
schools, parks, and shops for people to use. Many people
are expected to move there in the future as the area 
continues to grow. 

Things you could talk about at home:
➢ What do you like most about where you live? Why?
➢ Is there anything you would change about your local 

area?
➢ If you could design your perfect place to live, what 

would it include, and why?

We are all our brother's 
and sister's keeper. In God’s 
great family, no one is ever 
a stranger or forgotten, no 
matter how little they may 

be. 



PTA 



Nursery

.         This week in Nursery we have focused on the story The Very Hungry Caterpillar and 
have worked hard retelling the story. We have learnt about the lifecycle of a butterfly 
and explored a range of mini beasts in the soil using nets and magnifying glasses. 
Nursery have also planted their own sunflower seeds, and we now know the different 
stages of plant growth and what seeds need to grow. 



Reception

Reception have had a busy first week back. In Literacy, we read the story The Leaf 

Thief. We described the squirrel and his trip through the woods. The children wrote 

brilliant descriptive sentences, extending them using the conjunction ‘and’. We 

talked about the changing season, the beautiful blossom on our trees, and the tulips 

that have grown from the bulbs we planted. In Understanding the World, we 

looked at the different parts of a plant before drawing observational pictures of our 

tulips. In class, we have been creating trees inspired by the woods in our story. 

Some of the children created tree houses, while others painted using branches and 

flowers from our beautiful blossom tree.



Year 2 

We have had a wonderful first week back in Year 2. We have started a new topic 
in English and we have enjoyed looking at the author Colin McNaughton, exploring 
different books written by him. We have started exploring materials in science and 
went on a ‘material hunt’ around school to identify what different objects are made 
from and the properties that those materials have. 



Year 6 

It’s going to be a busy few weeks for Year 6 as 
they begin their last term here at St. Anthony’s. The 
week began with a celebration of the word 
prepared and led by Mason, Jaxon, Freya, Kai, 
Kaya and Poppie. We are busily preparing for our 
upcoming SATs to ensure we are feeling confident 
and relaxed; so in English we have been exploring 
elements of grammar. We revised our knowledge of 
prepositions and enjoyed a ‘quiz, quiz, trade’ 
to convert nouns and verbs into adjectives as well 
as learning about the subjunctive form! 



‘WOW’ February and March 
results 

We are still encouraging all pupils to aim to 
walk to school once a week in order to earn 
themselves a badge. If you live too far away, 
there is always the option to ‘park and stride’ – 
but please remember you should aim to walk 
for about 10 minutes. 
The results for February and March were: 

7th place Year 5 23 badges

6th place Year 6 27 badges

5th place Year 4 33 badges

4th place Year 2 34 badges 

3rd place Year 3 39 badges

2nd place Year 1 41 badges 

1st place Reception 48 badges 

Following a VERY long stint in Year 3, our 
‘WOW’ mascot – Strider -  will have a new 
home this week as he will join our winners in 
Reception and Year 1 in their classroom for the 
month ahead! 



Democracy in action! 

Our School Council have been busy 
gathering pupil voice across the school!
They asked their classmates to vote on 
whether to continue with the attendance 
raffle or introduce a new system with smaller 
prizes. After collecting all of the votes, the 
School Council met again to review the 
results and make a fair decision.
The outcome was clear:
•£10 weekly prize (one winner from the 
spinning wheel): 43 votes 
•Smaller weekly prizes (one winner from 
each class): 121 votes 

Today’s lucky 
winners were: 
Nolan, Oliver, 

Oscar, Riley, Ezra, 
Harley and Freya. 

The children chose to move forward with one winner from each class each week, 
showing a real sense of fairness and inclusion so that more pupils have the chance to be 
rewarded.
This is a fantastic example of democracy in action, with pupils using their voices to 
make a meaningful decision that affects the whole school community.
Each week, lucky winners are now able to choose a prize from our sweetie basket We are 
incredibly proud of how our pupils listened, voted, and worked together to make this 
decision.



A huge well done to all of the 
children who received certificates 

in assembly today for 
attendance: Nolan, Christian, 

Isobelle, Louie, Tommy, Eve and 
William 

Attendance

St. David’s



Online Safety for Parents and Carers



Attendance



School Absence

If the reason for absence is due to illness, medical evidence may be requested to 
support this, please send; screenshots of appointments, prescriptions or any other 
supporting correspondence.
Remember to call the school absence line to advise of your child’s absence and 
include their symptoms, reasons of; ‘unwell’, ‘tired’ or ‘under the weather’ do not 
give school enough information about your child’s illness.
We kindly ask all families to be honest about the reason for any absence. It is not fair 
to put children in the difficult position of feeling they must hide the truth about where 
they have been. Transparency helps us to maintain trust and ensures accurate school 
records.
We would like to remind all families that Leave of Absence requests must be 
submitted to the school office at least four weeks in advance of the proposed 
absence date.
Please note that, in line with government guidance, holidays during term time 
cannot be authorised. However, if your child will be absent from school for any 
reason, you are still required to complete a Leave of Absence request form so that we 
can record the absence appropriately.
 Thank you for your co-operation and continued support.

As qualified health professionals, pharmacists are trained in the use of 
medicines, managing minor illnesses and providing health and wellbeing 
advice. 

Most community pharmacies across Birmingham and Solihull can provide 
advice and treatment, if appropriate, for you or members of your family for 
seven common conditions.
This service is called Pharmacy First.
It’s free*, confidential and may be much quicker than seeing your GP.

https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-
community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first

Are you struggling to get a Doctors appointment?

https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first


Summer Uniform

School Caps
School caps are 
recommended during the 
hot weather, these can be 
purchased from the 
School Office and are £6 
(please pay on 
ParentPay)
**School caps only – no 
other caps to be worn**

Summer uniform can be worn after Easter 
until Autumn Term in October.

Boys
*Grey trousers or school   
shorts
*White sleeved shirt with 
a school tie or blue or 
white polo shirt
*Black school shoes
*Blue school jumper

Girls
*Grey skirt, trousers, 
pinafore or blue gingham 
dress
*White blouse with tie or 
blue or white polo shirt
*Black school shoes (no 
heels, no sandals)
*Blue school cardigan or 
jumper



Lunch menu for w.b. 20th April 2026

Due to school dinners being cooked fresh, please ensure that you pre 
order meals that your child will eat. Unfortunately, we cannot offer 
alternatives.

Ordering school lunches…

We have now moved to our newsimplified lunch ordering 
system,a single login system via ParentPay

https://www.parentpay.com/



Family Support

Fidgets
Do you have any fidget toys at 
home that your child does not 
want/play with any more? If so, we 
would love to have them in school 
if you are happy to donate.

Please send your donations to the 
school office or Miss Watkins.



Park Run



Family support worker drop-ins at the 
Family Hubs
Parents can go to the Family Hubs to 
talk to a Family Support Worker if 
needed. No need to book, just turn 
up.

Evergreen Hub is next to Yorkswood 
School.

Support for Parents
Solihull Parents' Network 

| Getting out and about | 

Solihull Metropolitan 

Borough Council

Use this link to find out 
about;
Library activities
The Core Gallery & Theatre
Family Hub Activities
Stay Active events
Creative Arts
SEND activities
Family Days Out

Family 

Hub
Day Time

Evergreen 

    

Wednesday  

      

1pm-

4pm    
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Diary Dates

Summer Term 2026
Weds 22nd April Whole SchoolWhole school Mass – Y4 leading 

Weds 29th April Year 3 First Holy Communion retreat @ St. Andrew’s school 
for pupils (letter to follow but pupils will return to 
school at 4:30pm) 

Mon 11th – Thurs 14th May Year 6 SATs week – all pupils must be in school every day. 

Tues 12th May Year 3 Swimming sessions begin (letter to follow)

Thurs 14th May Whole school PTA discos after school (more info to follow)

Tues 19th May Whole school ‘Happy Shoes-day’ (more info to follow)

Fri 20th May Whole SchoolBreak up for half term

HALF TERM HOLIDAY: 

Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 2026

Mon 1st – Fri 12th June Year 4 Multiplication Check to be completed 

Weds 3rd June Year 6 Confirmation Retreat Day for pupils at St. Anthony’s

Sat 6th June Year 3 First Holy Communion 11am

Mon 8th – Fri 12th June Year 1 Phonics screening check to be completed 

Tues 9th June Whole school Class photographs 

Sat 13th June Whole school St. Anthony’s Church 60th anniversary 

Weds 24th – Fri 26th June Year 6 Alton Castle Residential 

Tues 30th June Year 3 Trip to Dudley Zoo

Weds 8th Jul EYFS Sports Day am

Thurs 9th Jul Y1 – Y6 Sports Day am 

Fri 10th Jul Year 6 Trip to Drayton Manor 

Weds 15th July Year 6 Leavers’ Mass 

Thurs 16th July Year 6 PTA Leavers’ event after school 

Fri 17th July Whole school Last day in school for pupils 

Monday 20th July – INSET day for staff

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR PUPILS UNTIL SEPTEMBER



Week beginning Monday 20th April 

P.E Days

Reception – Thursday
Year 1 –  Monday and Wednesday
Year 2 – Tuesday & Friday
Year 3 – Wednesday & Friday 
Year 4 – Swimming Tuesday, PE Thursday
Year 5 –Tuesday and Thursday
Year 6 – Monday and Tuesday

Term dates 2025 - 2026

Term starts Half term Term ends

Autumn 1st September 2025 27th Oct – 31st Oct 19th December 2025

Spring 5th January 2026 16th Feb – 20th Feb 27th March 2026

Summer 13th April 2026 25th May  - 29th May 20th July 2026

Inset days: 1st September, 24th October, 5th January, 23rd February, 13th April, 
20th July 

Diary Dates



Head Teacher’s 
Awards

Reception – Lia – for being a ray of sunshine in the 
classroom and living out all our school virtues.
Year 1 – Dylan – for lighting up every room with a beautiful 
smile and being a joy to teach.
Year 2 – John-Paul – for having a fantastic first week back 

and demonstrating maturity. Keep it up! ☺ 
Year 3 – Noah – for a great first week back – your hard 
work, positive attitude and thoughtful contributions have really 

stood out ☺
Year 4 – Lillie – for being a kind and considerate Kagan 
partner and always volunteering to help out!
Year 5 – Harry  K – for having a positive first week back!
Year 6 – Reggie – for being the amazing person that you 
are! You have a wonderful commitment to your learning, are a 
great friend and we are blessed to have you in Year 6!
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