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What you do makes a difference, and you
have to decide what kind of difference

you want to make.

Dame Jane Goodall — British Anthropologist

Diary Dates

2026

Mon 16% March - |Whole School Book Fair in school
Friday 20™ March
Tues 17" March Year 6 Trip to Harvington Hall
Tues 17" March Year 5 Cinema trip — Kangaroo
Weds 18% March Year 1 Cinema trip — Pets on a Train
Fri 20" March Whole school Pyjama day
Mon 234 March Y2 and Y3 Non-uniform day
Weds 25%" March | Whole school CAFOD BIG LENT WALK followed by
Whole school Mass @ 10:15am — Year 3 leading.
Fri 27" March Year 3 Bikeability

EASTER HOLIDAYS:
Monday 30™ March - Friday 10t April 2026




This week we learnt that during China’s Lunar New

D\F_@m Uﬂ{f@ﬁ KObOtS Year Gala, one of the world’s most-watched TV
chande M shows, humanoid robots danced and performed
L J

e - kung-fu moves on stage. The robots could spin, jump,

‘e and move in time with music, showing how fast robotics
technology is developing. The performances have
sparked global conversations about how robots might

be used in future entertainment and everyday life.

Things you could talk about at home:

U Do you think robots should be used for
entertainment, work, or both?

U  What are some of the things that people can do
that robots can’t?

The Church is a great sign of

hope for our times, We are a

people in which women and

men of different nationalities,

languages, and cultures live
together in faith.




Mr Scanlon

As you are aware, Mr Scanlon will be leaving his post here to take up the role of

Headteacher at St Cuthbert’s Catholic School.

Mr Scanlon has been part of St Anthony’s since 2015 and has played a major role
in the transformation of our school. In his roles as both Deputy Headteacher and,
more recently, Head of School, he has overseen many aspects of school life. He has
led key subjects including Mathematics and Science, worked as a lead English
moderator across schools, and played a central role in driving standards and

assessment.

Alongside these responsibilities, Mr Scanlon has always contributed to the wider life
of the school, from running gardening club to faithfully taking on dinner duty every
day. The list of contributions is truly endless.

Throughout his time at St Anthony’s he has been a respected leader, known for his
commitment to high standards and deep care for the children and families within our
community. His influence can be seen not only in pupils’ outcomes, but also in the
professional growth of many colleagues who have benefited from his quidance and

leadership.

Perhaps most importantly, during some of the most challenging times for the school
community, Mr Scanlon provided leadership, encouragement and good humour,

qualities that have been greatly valued by staff, pupils and families alike.

We thank him sincerely for his dedication, professionalism and service to St
Anthony’s and wish him every success as he begins this exciting new chapter as

Headteacher.



Mrs Tween

After 12 years of dedicated service, Mrs Tween will be stepping away from her
teaching role at the end of this term.

This has been a very difficult decision, made due to a serious illness within her
immediate family and the need for her to be fully present at home to offer the

care and support that is needed at this time.

During her time at St Anthony’s, Mrs Tween has made a significant and lasting
contribution to the life of our school and to the lives of countless children and
families. She is an outstanding teacher and leader, whose classroom practice is
second to none. Her high expectations, calm presence and commitment to helping
every child succeed have ensured that pupils in her care have always received an

exceptional standard of teaching and support.

She is also a much loved colleague, someone who has quietly supported and
influenced many of the teachers within our school. Her professionalism,
generosity in sharing her knowledge and willingness to support others have

helped shape the strong teaching team we have today.

Beyond her classroom, Mrs Tween has always embodied the values of our school
community care, service and dedication to others. Her contribution to St
Anthony’s will leave a lasting legacy, both in the standards she has helped to

build and in the many children whose lives she has touched.

At this time, we keep Mrs Tween and her family very much in our prayers, and

we thank her sincerely for everything she has given to our school community.



Mrs Perks

Another key member of our school family, Mrs Perks, will also be leaving us this
term. After over 21 years of dedicated service, she will be hanging up her mop

and vacuum and moving into well-deserved semi-retirement.

Mrs Perks has been a wonderful servant to our school. Not only through the
important work she has done in keeping our school clean, safe and welcoming,
but also through the warm relationships she has built with staff and, most

importantly, with our pupils.

She is a much loved and respected member of our community, and we are
extremely grateful for the kindness, friendship and warmth she has shown to us

all over the years.

We thank Mrs Perks sincerely for everything she has given to St Anthony’s and

wish her every happiness in her semi-retirement.

While we are naturally sad to see these valued members of
staff move on to new chapters, we are deeply grateful for the
care, dedication and service they have each given to the St

Anthony’s community.

Schools are shaped by the people who serve within them,
and the impact that Mr Scanlon, Mrs Tween and Mrs Perks
have had on our children, families and staff will be felt for

many years to come.

St Anthony’s has always been a community as much as it is

a school, and like all members of our family, they will

always have a place here and will always be welcome home.



/ Follow us or
" () Instagram! '/

- @stanthonys.pta

Stay updated with St. Anthony's
PTA events, news, and
fun moments!




The children were very excited when their golden tickets were delivered by Willy
Wonka and his Oompa Loompa friend last Friday!
Congratulations to our winners — the children are very much looking forward to

redeeming their prizes over the next fortnight.




All classes won a pyjama day and this will take place on

Friday 20t March.
Children in Y2 — 5 are able to bring in a small soft toy to sit

on their desk this day (they voted for this J)

Children in Year 2 and Year 3

won a non—uniform day and this

will take place on Mondag 23rd
March.

Children in Y1 and Reception will be

spending some time with their buddies in

Y5 and 6 on Wednesday 18th

March as one of their prizes.

Other prizes included movie

afternoons, the chance to sit on a
bench in assembly, discos in the hall,
no homework and time on the MUGA

to name but a few!

Thank you PTA for all of your

hard work.




All parents [ carers [ family members are

invited to attend each week on Fridays

from 12:30pm — 1:10pm. Please just

ensure you complete this form so that we

can ensure your child is there to share

their lunchtime with you.

https://forms.office.com/e/g8ckngSjGHn

There was an incredible
turn out today and you

were all so generous —
thank you so much. The
Year U children provided
excellent hospitality and
were AMAZING at taking
orders, serving and even

washing and drying up!

KEEP
CALM

ENJOY

SOUP AND A ROLL


https://forms.office.com/e/g8ckngSjGHn

THE BIG LENT WALK IS BACK!

Join us in trying to walk 200km to raise money for life-saving water.

At 9am on Wednesday 25™ March, children from Year 1- 6 will be
walking around Babbs Mill in an effort to raise money for CAFOD.
We would LOVE for family members to walk alongside us to make this a real

community event.

We will end the walk with a whole school Mass led by Year 3.

If you would like to join us for the walk, please complete the Microsoft Form linked

here: https://forms.office.com/e/rmv9Xy9g10

To make it easier to donate to this wonderful cause, we have set up a ‘Justgiving’ page

which can be accessed from this link: https://donate.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-
Simply replace the number in the box Scan the QR code to donate

with the number of pounds that you are able to donate.

Thank you in advance for your generosity and helping
our children to understand the importance of supporting

those in need.



https://forms.office.com/e/rmv9Xy9g10
https://donate.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-anthonys-fundraising-page2027/
https://donate.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-anthonys-fundraising-page2027/
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On Saturday 7" March 2026 Lily-Mai competed at Crufts with her flyball team
Midlands Mixups. She was their box loader and stood behind the box as if she was
meant to be there. She looked confident , enthusiastic and very focused on what
needed to be done. Not only did she have other flyball teams watching, she also had
members of the public watching as well, but that didn’t phase her. She has grown in

confidence, learnt new skills and is part of a team that shares the same love for the

sp ort.

Flyball is a team sport made up of k4
dogs and their handlers, it’s a relay
race where the dogs need to run over
four jumps, collect a ball from a
loaded box and then back over the

jumps as another dogs runs up.




World Book Day was amazing; Year U and Year 6 children came and read stories to

our children.




This week in Nursery we have been
focusing on the topic ‘space’. We have
learnt the Solar System song, about
astronauts and created our very own
rockets. Nursery were also visited by
the Wonderdome and they had lots of

fun exploring space.



Nursery loved their visited from the animal man and all the children were very kind,
caring and gentle with all the animals. The children had the opportunity to look at

and hold a lizard, a bearded dragon, a skunk, a snake, a Ringfisher and a cockroach.




Reception had a fantastic Science week! At the start of the week, we had a visit from
the animal man. The children learned lots of interesting facts about animals from all
around the world. They even had the opportunity to hold and stroke a variety of
animals, including; a snake, a honey bear, a kookaburra, cockroaches, geckos, a
bearded dragon and a skunk! Later in the week, we had an exciting visit from the
WonderDome. The children went on a space adventure where they learned many

fascinating facts about the planets and what it is like in space.

Throughout the week, the children also

carried out several experiments, planted
flowers and learned about different animals.
It was a wonderful week full of curiosity,

exploration and disco very.’



As part of British Science week Year 1 enjoyed a visit from WonderDome. We learnt

all about the people who have been to the moon, and the rocket that has taken them

there. The children loved this and were asking so many questions!

We have also started our DT topic on
puppet making and have learnt about the
different ways we can join materials
together and even designed our own

puppets ready to make soon!




This week in Year 2 , we have just bequn our new unit in Maths; mass, capacity and
temperature. The children have enjoyed exploring and comparing mass using scales
and we spoke about how we could use scales when we are baking or cooking! We
have also enjoyed our music lesson, where we were looking closely at the beat and

exploring what this looked like with drums and tambourines.




Year 3 have been busy! We began learning about mass and capacity in Maths and
started looking at the story of the Lost and Found in English. We had lots of fun in
our cricket session this week as well as attending the Commonwealth Personal Best
Sports Event!

Check out the amazing artwork we made this week using tea bags, paint, chalk and

cardboard, inspired by Ancient Eqypt J




We've been so lucky to enjoy the expertise of some
different visitors this week! On Monday, we had a
super exciting afternoon with visits from our new
cheerleading coach and also Emily from Father
Hudson’s Caritas. In just two hours, we learnt a
cheerleading routine and made cards for the elderly!
Later in the week, we considered body image in RHE,
pondering: what do we love about ourselves? What
makes us unique? In the mornings, we have had
various tasks for British Science Week, including

‘what’s that picture? to develop our curiosity.




Year 5 had a visit from the CO Crew this week to learn all about Carbon Monoxide.
They are now experts in where CO can be found, the dangers of CO, symptoms of

potential CO poisoning and also what to do if you have any concerns.

SIGN OF
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This week Year 6 have learnt all about scientist Maggie
Aderin-Pocock as part of British Science Week. We found
out that she has been incredibly influential in the field of
physics, despite many barriers that she had to face. We
completed a one-stray to find out about her life and work
and also other influential scientists who have overcome

adversities.

In Geography we have been p—
considering the effects of climate i __fiﬁ_
change and used the tablets to research 1® i

NEVER
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EVER/THING.

how it would affect crop growth in

diﬁerent countries around the world.




What SChooIs Need to Know about

ON LINE SAFETY ACT

protection for children when they’re online. The govemment has pledged “a zero-tolerance approach to
protecting children from online harmg=and the act certainly includes more powerful legisiation which should
help to safeguard young people in the digital world. Our guide summarises the key points for schools ...

WHAT THE

ACTWILL DO % .

HARMFUL CONTENT - Mo i NON-CONSENSUAL
g SHARING

Social media sites must !
rapidly remove illegal : It's now easier to convict ?
and/or harmful content 3 online abusers or people E
; pornography; ' ¥nages miit
_— E ages without consent, while

content that supports extremist : legisiation on the criminality of
activity or encouroges or - deepfakes has been clarified.
depicts violence, suicide, self . - _ The new laws aiso relate to any
harm or eating disorders. If they e © Individuais who even threaten to
fdlmdo s0, they can be fined > o share such images. This should

to 10% of their global revenue | 4 help to protect women and girls
:n p jgi'lw mngnu may even e in particular online.

ANIMAL CRUELTY ¢y F 5= | REPORTING AND
Cmmmem o FILTERING

to animals is now prohil . )
even if it odynam!rommd . suosshould have easy
(where the law be different), ' mechanisms for
Again, it is the pla ‘s : eNldnn or thelr parents ond
responsibility to remove this, ) % J carers) to flag up

. ; quickly. They must aiso provldo
options to filter out unwanted
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& ~ ~inappropriate material. | ’
HOSTING ISLEADING || & » P
Iimitaunding'l‘emndngmbust

ADVERTS : ferdx o
Scams and fraudulent gﬂ 4 .
adverts must be blocked i N .

or removed, or the hosting
companies are lable to be fined.

| >
\ What this means for 'you

The act has some specific imphcatlons for schools: it's essential that leaders understand the new legislation’'s scope and limitations. The act is certainly o
positive step, but as artificial intelligence and other advances in tech continue to produce new challenges, schools will still need to remain extremely vigilant.
T L e =) = o e

KNOW WHERE TO GET HELP ' REMEMBER THE ESSENTIALS || WATCH FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

Look out for the Code of Conduct that Ofcom is creating . Remain mindful of your There are some Issues on which the legisiation 4 4
in response to the Online Safety Act, Note that the new *. organisation’s own online remains less clear for now: whether it's possible ¥ :
legisiation doesn't mean an instant change: many of its activities: the legal duty for schools to for Ofcom to scan encrypted private messages (such
elements will only come into force at the end of 2023, An maintain appropriate software monitoring as on WhatsApp) has yet to bo resolved, for Instance ~
Ofcom consultation on protocu? people from lilegal and filtering, for example, will not change. making this an area wrm , for the moment, young people
harms onllm will be running un Fobmory 2024, I have less legal ptot.cdon

UNDERSTAND AND EXPLAIN ENGAGE WITH PARENTS

Stalf should learn how to raise concerns with tech companies whose platforms Schools should also explain to parents and carers the new \ N
contain anything upsomnghor unpleasant. Students also need to be made possibllities that the Online Safety Act :mords them In terms of .\
aware of the newly strengthened laws relating to cyber-bullying, 5y protecting their children. Many parents may have previously feit that there “=
sexting or posting inappropriate content, Young people do make © eg was little they could do about changing online platforms’ content; they now
mistakes online - so the clearer their understanding of the possible Cf have a far greater level of support when complaining about a company or the
consequences, the better. e behaviour of an individual.
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