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	At St. Anthony’s Catholic Primary School we ensure that our EYFS curriculum is interesting, creative and motivational. Our curriculum builds on each individual’s needs and interests and enables each child to reach their full potential from their various starting points. We provide an objective-led curriculum that develops children’s skills, knowledge and understanding in all areas of learning. We strive to have a balance between adult-led and child-initiated learning, alongside high-quality adult-child interactions. Play is an essential part of our EYFS curriculum, and includes play which is child-led, play which is sensitively supported and extended by adults, and play which is guided towards specific educational outcomes. Continuous provision both inside and outside supports learning in all aspects of the EYFS curriculum.

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Celebrations and Events
	National Poetry Day
Black History Week
Diwali





	Bonfire Night
Remembrance Day
World Nursery Rhyme week
Anti-bullying Week
Advent
Christmas
	Christmas
Candlemas
Chinese New Year
Children’s Mental Health Week
Valentine’s Day
National Story Week
Pancake Day
Lent-Ash Wednesday
	World Book Day
British Science Week
Mother’s Day
Easter Bonnet Parade
Holy Week
Easter
	Month of Mary
Mental Health Awareness Week
Walk to School week
Health Eating Week
Pentecost
	St Anthony’s Feast Day
Sports Day
Father’s Day
Arts week
Transition to Year 1

	Overarching Principles
	Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.
Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. This promotes independence across the EYFS curriculum.
Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established and where adults respond to their individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their learning over time.
Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates. We must be aware of children who need greater support than others and provide timely intervention.


	Characteristic of Effective Learning
	Playing and exploring: Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own play develop a larger store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning
Active learning: Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. For children to develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges and learn persistence.
Creating and thinking critically: Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, drawing on previous experiences which help them to reach their own conclusions.


	Communication and Language
	Educational Programme
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively.

Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive.
Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. (DM 2021)


	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	Educational Programme
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm, and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate, and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.

Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. (DM 2021)


	RHE and Appreciation of the World
	In Reception, Relationships and Health Education (RHE) supports children’s personal, social and emotional development by helping them to develop positive attitudes and values, age-appropriate knowledge and understanding, and essential personal and social skills. These are taught in an integrated way through the Catholic ethos of the school, across the wider curriculum, and through planned RHE sessions. At St Anthony’s, RHE in Reception is delivered through TenTen’s Life to the Full Plus programme, which follows the Model Catholic RHE Curriculum. Learning is organised into three modules: Created and Loved by God, which helps children understand that they are unique, valued and loved by God; Created to Love Others, which supports the development of respectful relationships, friendships and family life; and Created to Live in Community, which encourages a sense of belonging, cooperation and responsibility within the school and wider community. Teaching is age-appropriate, inclusive and rooted in play-based learning and real-life experiences.

	Physical Development
	Educational Programme
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence.

By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. (DM 2021)


	Literacy
	Educational Programme
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).


	Drawing Club
	My Class Family
Worrysaurus
YOU CHOOSE
Cockatoos
Coyote and Roadrunner
Milos Monster
	Goldilocks and the Three Bears
Superpotato
Pingu
Hansel and Gretel
The Jolly Christmas Postman
The Grinch
The Christmas Story
	Not Now Bernard
Fireman Sam
The Three Little Pigs
Mog and the V.E.T
Vengeance Most Fowl
The Great Race
	Farmer Duck
Purple and Brown – Space
The Lion and the Mouse
Dear Zoo
Bugsy and the Easter Bunny

	The Leaf Thief
The Clangers: Soup Dragon
The Enormous Turnip
Peace Lily
Winnie the Pooh
Stone Soup
	Rainbow Fish
Piper
Handa’s Surprise
Through the Magic Mirror
Deep Rooted
Little Red Riding Hood

	Rhymes
	London Bridge Is Falling Down
(Historical reference, multiple verses.)
Are You Sleeping? (Haitian origin) (Similar challenge to Frère Jacques, bilingual and round structure.)
This Old Man
(Ordinal numbers, rhyming patterns, multiple verses.)
The Hokey Cokey
(Action sequencing, directional language.)
Dr Foster Went to Gloucester
(Humorous narrative, introduces place names and rhyme.)
When Goldilocks Went to the House of the Bears
(Story-based rhyme, sequencing and character roles.)
	Hickory Dickory Dock
(Introduces time concept, short narrative.)
Frère Jacques 
(round) (Introduces another language, requires singing in a round—dual-tasking.)
Hot Cross Buns
(Short, repetitive, simple vocabulary, cultural link but easy to sing.)
Goosey Goosey Gander
(Less familiar vocabulary, narrative complexity.)
Mary, Mary Quite Contrary
(Abstract imagery, descriptive language.)
Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush
(Action-based, sequencing of daily routines.)
	Old Mother Hubbard
(Extended narrative, multiple actions, humour.)
The Animals Went in Two by Two
(Religious/cultural link, repetitive but longer structure.)
I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly
(Cumulative structure, memory challenge, abstract humour.)
Oranges and Lemons
(Complex cultural references, archaic vocabulary.)
Two Tigers (Taiwanese rhyme)
(Foreign language, cultural context, melody variation.)
The Big Ship Sails
(Simple narrative, repetitive structure.)
Ten Green Bottles
(Counting backwards, repetitive but longer verses.)

	Phonics
	In Reception, phonics is taught daily using the Read Write Inc. programme, providing a consistent and systematic approach to early reading and spelling. Children are taught to recognise sounds, blend them to read words, and begin to segment words for spelling. This structured approach supports children to develop confidence in decoding, build secure foundations for reading fluency, and foster a love of reading from an early age. Phonics teaching is supported through regular practice, high-quality texts and opportunities to apply skills across the provision.

	Maths
	Educational Programme
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.

By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding – such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting – children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. (DM 2021)


	Understanding of the World
	Educational Programme
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.


	RE
	Baseline Assessment 

Creation 
	People who care for us

Advent –Getting Ready
	Christmas – Mary the Mother of Jesus

Baptism

	Lent – Jesus and His Father

Holy Week - Hearing
	Easter – ‘ALLELUIA’

God’s Family

Pentecost – The Air Around Us
	Special Celebrations

Continuous Unit

	Virtues
	Eloquent and truthful
	Learned and Wise
	Curious and Active
	Intentional and Prophetic
	Grateful and Generous
	Attentive and Discerning

	Catholic Social Teaching
	Family and Community
	Dignity of the Human Person
	Rights and Responsibilities
	Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
	Dignity of Workers
	Solidarity and the Common Good

	
	Stewardship of God’s Creation

	Expressive Arts and Design
	Educational Programme
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.

	British Values
	British values go hand in hand with our EYFS curriculum. They are intertwined with our EYFS learning opportunities on offer to children on a daily basis.
Democracy: We all have the right to be listened to. We respect everyone and we value their different ideas and opinions.
We have the opportunity to play
with who we want to play with. We listen with intrigue and value and respect the opinions of others.
How do we promote democracy? Children make decisions as a small group, listen to other’s opinions and thoughts, play games using fair rules, negotiate which game to play, deciding a game to play that everyone will enjoy.
Rule of Law: We all know that we have rules at school that we must follow. We know who to talk to if we do not feel safe. We know right from
wrong. We recognise that we are accountable for our actions. We must work together as a team when it is necessary.
How do we promote rule of law? Recognising and naming feelings and emotions, managing feelings, discussing and reflecting on right and wrong, talking about nursery rules and why they are important, setting boundaries and staying consistent with consequences.

Mutual Respect: We are all unique. We respect differences between different people and their beliefs in our community, in this country and all around the world. All cultures are learned, respected, and celebrated.
How do we promote mutual respect? Listening to others opinions, showing empathy for others, celebrating different strengths, joining in with new games.
Tolerance: Everyone is valued, all cultures are celebrated and we all share and respect the opinions of others. Mutual tolerance of those with different
faiths and beliefs and for those without faith.
How do we promote tolerance? Exploring different faiths, traditions and cultures, learning about diversity, understanding and accepting others boundaries when playing.
Individual Liberty: We all have the right to have our own views. We are all respected as individuals. We feel safe to have a go at new activities. We understand and celebrate the fact that everyone is different.
How do we promote individual liberty? Boosting confidence to share views and opinions, developing awareness of other communities and roles within them, encouraging a positive sense of self.


	Parental Involvement
	Transition into Reception
Stay and plays.
Parent meetings
Phonics and Reading Workshop
Nativity performance
Christmas Workshop
	Reading session opportunities
Wow moments
Parent meetings
Easter workshop

	School trip
Arts week workshop
EYFS picnic
Sports day
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