Tel: 0121 770 3168
E-mail: 8koffice@st-anthonys.solihull.sch.uk St Anthony’Cathol Primary School,
Fordbridge Road,
Kingshurst,
Birmingham,
B37 6LW

Friday 6th March 2026

Executive Head Teacher: Mr C. Flaherty
Head of School: Mr K Scanlon

Let us make our future now, and let us

make our dreams tomorrow’s reality.

Malala Yousafzai — Pakistani education activist

We  have  received  another
complaint from a local resident
about how our parents/carers park.
Please be reminded to park
considerately and to be mindful of
our neighbours. Please be mindful
of parking safely and respectfully
around school remembering the

importance of not obstructing

residents’ driveways.




TAKEHDH ez] ‘TUESDAY NEWS DAY

This week we learnt that Brynteg School in Wales

has said that from September, skirts will no longer
be part of the school uniform. Instead, all children will
wear trousers or shorts. The school says this will make
the uniform more practical and fairer for everyone, but
some parents and pupils have different opinions about
the change. This announcement has added to discussions
about school rules, fairness, and whether uniforms
should be the same for all children.

Things you could talk about at home:

U Do you feel these re positive changes?

u If you could create your own uniform, what would it

look like?

I invite everyone

to pray that the

long-awaited gift

of peace may

shine in our days.




Our GIFT team met with Mr Flaherty this week to discuss Catholic Life and Mission at St.
Anthony's. Our school councillors also fed back on what their class would like as their
‘golden ticket’ prizes from the PTA Wonka Bar sale.




FOllOW us on
 © Instagram! '/

@stanthonys.pta !

Stay updated with St. Anthony's
PTA events, news, and
fun moments!
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World Book Day
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All parents [ carers [ family members are
invited to attend each week on Fridays
from 12:30pm — 1:10pm. Please just
ensure you complete this form so that we
can ensure your child is there to share

their lunchtime with you.
! _(!5 i le/a8ct SiGH

Thank you to today’s wonderful servers from
Year 5: Rosie, Eve, Sophia, Harlow, Scarlett,

Reign, Willow, Jacob and Harry G.
You all worked together beautifully and were

SOUP AND A ROLL

a credit to our school. We were also delighted

to welcome one of our parishioners to St.

Anthony’s to join us for lunch today!


https://forms.office.com/e/g8ckngSjGHn

Every book
MSCHOLASTIC JMTRAVELLING BOOKS you buy eams

FREE
BOOKS

COMETOOUR "

BOOK FAIR

AND FIND YOUR NEXT FAVOURITE READ!
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Your World Book Day token is valid
at the Book Fair.




This week we have been learning the story Jack and the Beanstalk. We had to
find golden coins and gems in the sand and water tray then put them into little
money bags using our fingers. Miss Caffrey helped us to plant broad beans
which will grow into our own beanstalks to take home; and the children used
different ways to make their own leaves to stick onto our beanstalk. Josie

persevered on the rope ladder and can now pull herself up without help!




This week in Nursery we have been focusing on the story The Colour Monster. We
explored the different emotions in the story and practised making facial expressions to
represent each feeling. At the creative table, the children painted their own Colour
Monster, choosing colours to match how they were feeling — such as yellow for
happiness and pink for love.We have started our new tooth brushing programme and
Nursery have loved brushing their teeth for two minutes daily with their friends whilst
learning about the importance of doing so.

In the outdoor area we have also been having fun using our large motor muscles by
using tools such as paint rollers, mops and sponges in bubbles to clean our Nursery

windows.




It has been another fantastic week in Reception as the children have been learning

all about space. During Drawing Club, the children watched a short space clip
from Purple and Brown. They described what space might look like, what we
might find there, and even invented their own imaginative ideas about space. In
continuous provision, the children enjoyed lots of creative space-themed activities.
They made space stations, painted colourful galaxies, created artwork inspired by
Van Gogh’s Starry Night, built spaceships, and explored many other exciting ideas
linked to space. In Maths, we have been exploring number facts within 10 and
practising our counting skills - counting all the way up to 30.In RE, we learned
about the Parable of the Tenants and discussed how we can share and celebrate
our talents during Lent. The children also wrote their own thoughtful prayers in
their books. This week we also started our supervised toothbrushing programme in

school. The children had great fun brushing their teeth each day and learning how

to take care of their smiles!
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This week in Year 2, we planted some seeds to support our learning in our new
Science unit, Plants. We are investigating which conditions a plant needs to grow
and thrive. In English, we have been learning about the story I Love You More

Than Salt’. The children have enjoyed listening to this story and retelling it. Well

done for another wonderful week, Year 2.




Year 3 have had a fantastic first week back! We have continued with our learning
on fractions in Maths and gathered lots of facts in English about animals from
Africa and Antarctica using Kagan. We began looking at plants in Science and
over the next few weeks we will be conducting an experiment to find out the best
conditions for plants to grow! This term we are focusing on the Catholic Social
Teaching- Option for the Poor and Vulnerable- so in RHE we created a piece of

artwork and thought about ways we can help the poor and vulnerable J
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Year 3 have been practicing their public speaking skills in English and gathering
lots of research in preparation for their presentations next week about animals
from Africa and Antarctical We have been doing lots of work on equivalent
fractions in Maths and learnt why plants have roots in Science. We completed
some great artwork inspired by the Eqyptians and learnt the Spanish numbers all
the way up to 20! We also spent some lovely time in the prayer garden

exploring how we can change and become more like Jesus during Lent J




We've continued to develop our amazing oracy skills this week with a debate in
English, based around the question: ‘Are zoos are good or bad?” We learnt how to
respond respectfully but firmly to others’ opinions and took turns in the debate
chair.

In Science, we've had our bags of water up in the classroom to investigate what
happens to them over time: will they evaporate? Will condensation form? We put

them in different locations so we can compare.




Year 5 had a fantastic first session with the cricket coach who has been visiting

school this week. They were practising batting and bowling and can't wait to gain

even more skills each week!




Like Year 5, Year 6 also began their cricket coaching this week and displayed
impressive batting and fielding skills. We have also been thinking about letters of
complaint in English and completed a ‘One Stray’ Kagan activity to share our
evaluations. Next week we will be moving on to write our own letters of complaint
about our faulty televisions. In Maths we have been learning about percentages
and we finished off the week with a World Book day themed activity. In History

we learnt about trench warfare and we have also bequn our self-defence unit in
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us with your pr
Be careful not to give out too much info on your
social media or gaming profiles. Details like
your full name, address or school’'s name
could all help strangers to actually find you
offline. A trusted adult can help you make your
profiles private — so only your family and
actual friends can contact you.

Know how to deal with bullies

Sadly there are people online who enjoy
picking on other users. If you ever feel like
you're being bullied online - by anyone, not
just someone from school - talk to a trusted
adult about it. Together, you can discuss
possible steps, such as blocking or reporting
the person who's targeting you.

Report offensive in-game chat

If you game online with your mates, you'll
know thmgs can get competitive and heated
on the in-game chat. Playing against people

you don‘t know (especially if they're older)

raises the risk of offensive comments and even
threats. Our advice? Find out how to block or
mute those bad losers.

Lock your devices

TJ:king your phone or tablet to school? Turn
password protection on. It keeps your private
info safe and stops anyone accessing your
device without permission. Passwords should
be memorable to you - but difficult for anyone
else to guess. Get a trusted adult to write it
down in case you forget it!

Manage online relationships wisely

Most people in a relationship chat to their
partner online. Just be mindful that once you
send a pic or message (even if it's private), you
no longer control who else might see it.
Messaging someone you've never actually
met — and who might not be who they say —

definitely best avoided.

SCHOOL

MAIN ENTRANCE

—

Learn to spot fake news

If you're looking into a topic for homework ora
project, be careful not to get taken in by fake
news: content that's deliberately created to
mislead people. Check the story with credible
sources, like the BBC or Sky News. Trust your
instincts, too - if it seems too unbelievable to
be true, it's probably fake. "EHs
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Be smart with screen time

Too much screen time, especially just before
bed, can affect your quality of sleep. Losing
sleep, or not sleeping well enough, messes

with your concentration and energy levels. Try
ting notifications so you don’t get pinged
ate at night: you'll feel fresher and more
focused the next day.

well to inappropriate content

hen you're researching something online,
there’s always a chance of finding content that
makes you feel uncomfortable or upset. If this
h ppens, you can report it as inappropriate
and (hopefully) get it taken down. Tell a trusted
adult what happened: they'll help you decide
what to do next.

Keep it ‘real’ with online friends

Everyone enjoys adding friends and followers
on social media. It's important, though, that
the people you interact with online really are
our friends. If they're just random people
you've connected with to increase your
contacts, you don’t know if they could be trolls
or bullies (or worse).
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A huge well done to all of the
children who received certificates

in assembly today for

attendance.
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| Attendance and punctuality

Every child has the right to an education, and it is the legal
responsibility for parents and carers to ensure that their children
attend on time every day possible.

As part of 5t Anthony's Support First Approach, | wanted to sign post
parents and carers to information and support.

Guidance and information about illness can be found at the link below.

https -/ fwnaeer nhs uklive-wellfis-my-child-too-ill-for-schoolf

Solihull School Nursing service.

You can contact us by telephone on 0121 726 6754, or via our Confidential Text
Messaging service, called Parent Line, on 07480 635 496, to discuss any concerns or
waorries you have regarding your child's health and wellbeing.

Solihull Solar (mental health)

For routine support please complete our referral form, if you wish
to discuss this referral please call us during office hours on 0121
301 2750

Education Participation advisory Service
Check session is being held before traveling to Elmwood place.

attendanceenguiries@solihull.gov.ulk
or 0121 704 6191

Tuesday 12-1.30pm @ Elmwood Place

Does your child worry about going to school? Do you feel you have tried
everything to ensure your child attends school, but nothing seems to be working?
Do you feel there has been a relationship breakdown with your child’s school? Do
you have general guestions around school attendance?

FIIT TSI



If the reason for absence is due to illness, medical evidence may be requested to
support this, please send; screenshots of appointments, prescriptions or any other
supporting correspondence.

Remember to call the school absence line to advise of your child’s absence and
include their symptoms, reasons of; ‘unwell’, ‘tired’ or ‘under the weather’ do not
give school enough information about your child’s illness.

We kindly ask all families to be honest about the reason for any absence. It is not fair
to put children in the difficult position of feeling they must hide the truth about where
they have been. Transparency helps us to maintain trust and ensures accurate school
records.

We would like to remind all families that Leave of Absence requests must be
submitted to the school office at least four weeks in advance of the proposed
absence date.

Please note that, in line with government quidance, holidays during term time
cannot be authorised. However, if your child will be absent from school for any
reason, you are still required to complete a Leave of Absence request form so that we
can record the absence appropriately. =

Thank you for your co-operation and continued support.

As qualified health professionals, pharmacists are trained in the use of
medicines, managing minor illnesses and providing health and wellbeing
advice.

Most community pharmacies across Birmingham and Solihull can provid
advice and treatment, if appropriate, for you or members of your family fc
seven common conditions.

This service is called Pharmacy First.
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https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/healtihformation/your-
communitypharmacy/thinkpharmacyfirst



https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first

Children in Reception to Year 6

are now to wear Winter Uniform

(apart from PE days

Girls" winter uniform:
Grey skirt/ school
trousers, white blouse &
tie, school
cardigan/jumper, grey,
white or black tights or

socks, black shoes

Boys’ winter uniform:
Grey school trousers,
white shirt with tie, school
jumper, black or grey

socks, black shoes

o N

Please complete the School Uniform form, as soon as

possible https://forms.office.com/e/2HFH4ZePbR

PE KIT EXPECTATIONS
Please be reminded that PE kit is; white round neck t.shirt, black

bottoms (not bagqy or flared), school hoody and trainers

**If you are unsure, please contact the School OJj’ice**
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WEEK 1

Autumn Winter 2025/26 TN
01/09/25, 22/05/25, 13/10/25, T n
03/11/25, 24/11/28, 15/12/25, |

05/01/26, 26/01/26, 16/02/26, RS
09/03/26, 30/03/26

Cheese and Tomato Roast Chicken, Golden Fish Fingers
Pizza Slice Meatball Stuffing, Skinon Bangers, Mash or
with Wedges b Marinara Pasta B Roasties o and Gravy B Salmon Fiirgers B
and Gravy ’ and Chips

‘1

Roasted Vegetable : [ £ w o iy

BBQ Chees:
Swee(t)corn p,)z’za Veggie Korma B " Strudel, ) B Veggie Bangers, A Cheesy Bean Wrap
Skin.on Bousties Mash and Gravy with Chips B
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ALLEY ‘ Peas Sweetcorn Carrots and Cabbage Mixed Greens Baked Beans
T T
B I (] Beans, Beans, Beans, Beans, Beans,
TOPPING Cheeseor § Cheeseor | Cheeseor | § Cheeseor B Cheeseor |}
Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo
Butterfly Pastry Shortbread B BananaBread | Apple B Lemon B
Biscuits and Custard Cinnamon Buns Drizzle Cake

What impact has your meal e —
had on planet Earth today? - \\
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HoMEMADE TomaTo Sauce

& Cheest Q.

A )1 SALAD AOWL, RRESHLY BAKED |08
HLEAD, YOGHURTS AND CUT AAUET

Due to school dinners being cooked fresh, please ensure that you pre
order meals that your child will eat. Unfortunately, we cannot offer

alternatives.

We have now moved to our new simplified lunch ordering

system, a single login system via ParentPay Z?@/

https://www.parentpay.com/



Easter Lunch

Wednesday 15th April

Roast Chicken, Stuffing, Yorkshire
Pudding

or

Roasted Vegetable & Cheese Puff
Pastry Wreath.
Served with skin on roasties,

Vegetables and Gravy.
Chocolate Cracknel.

Topped Pasta, Filled Jacket
Potatoes &

Sandwiches also available

Please pre order via ParentPay







