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This half term, we are growing to be curious, about everything;

and active in our engagement with the world, changing

what we can for the better.

Much of what I stumbled into by
following my curiosity and intuition

turned out to be priceless later on.

Steve Jobs — American businessman

What a wonderful week it has been, here at St. Anthony’s! We began the week

with our incredible ‘Light of Hope’ display for Candlemas and were very moved
to see and hear about all those who bring light to our lives.

We also enjoyed great sporting success in gymnastics (** place), girls’ basketball
(7 place) &-a-side football and our oldest pupils also played in their 7-a-side

quarterfinal knockout match.

On top of all of that we
celebrated the Sacrament of
Confirmation with some of our
Year 6 pupils.

We really are so lucky to have
so many talented and faith-filled
pupils who are certainly helping

us to live out our mission of

being a joyful community!




As we are not at school for Shrove Tuesday
and Ash Wednesday this year, we will be
celebrating early! Next Friday (13t February)

all pupils are invited to wear something

purple, green or yeﬂo )/ to school to
celebrate ‘Fat Tuesday’ - more commonly

known as Mardi Gras!
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What a beautiful display of light we
had to celebrate the feast of The
Presentation of the Lord. P
Th l |

ank you for all of your ¢ -,H
hard work and for all who

came to see this beautiful Candent

exhibit of hope.







. Follow us on
/ . Instagram!

{! @stanthonys.pta |8 X

Stay updated with St. Anthony'’s
PTA events, news, and
fun moments!

,.




'TUESDAY NEWS DAY

This week we learnt that a toy company called Mattel

TAKEHOM

has released a new Barbie doll designed to
represent people who have autism, with features
such as a fidget spinner and noise-cancelling
headphones. The doll was created with help from the
autistic community, so more people can see themselves
reflected in their toys.

Things you could talk about at home:
> Do you think it's important for toys to show
different kinds of people?

> How do you feel when you see a character or toy
that is like you?
> How can we help others feel included?

The Gospel calls us to

dare to trust,

for God is at work at all

times.




This week we have celebrated two birthdays: Harley and Isabella bought in cakes
to eat at snack time with their friends. We were proud to show off our ‘hero’
photos for Candlemas; and the Big Bad Wolf blew down the little pigs’ cottage, so
we had to stick it back together with masking tape! We love to have stories read
to us and also independently choose our own. We also asked to make a beauty
parlour for our nails and made handprint wallpaper to put on The Three Little

Pigs’ cottage walls. Wow what a busy week!!




This week in Nursery we have been focusing on learning about vets including how they
help animals, the equipment they use and the uniform they wear. We have developed
our understanding of this through role-play in our very own veterinary surgery. Nursery
also had a visit from Daisy-May’s mom who is a veterinary nurse and the children
loved learning about her job.

In addition to this we have been focusing on the story "Tadpole to Frog" and we have
been trying to learn the key words. ‘eqggs’, ‘tadpole’, ‘froglet’ and ‘frog’. Nursery have
also worked hard on ordering the pictures for the frog life cycle. Making frog life cycle

hat bands also proved popular this week.




It was a busy week in Reception as the children learned all about the police. We
explored the important role police officers play in our community, including who they
help, what they do, and what they wear. The children enjoyed solving crimes and
puzzles, creating police badges, and exploring fingerprints through practical activities. In
English, we watched a short clip from Wallace and Gromit: Vengeance Most Fowl. The
children used this as inspiration to write character descriptions of the police, describe
clues, and design traps to catch the criminal penguin, Feathers McGraw. In Maths, we
continued our learning on 2D and 3D shapes. The children went on a shape hunt around
the school, took photographs of shapes in their environment, built towers, and explored
the differences between shapes and their properties. In RE, we continued our work on

Baptism. We learned about the meaning of the baptismal candle and why it is important.




This week in Year 1, we have starting learning about doubles and we played a
Kagan game in Maths to practice doubling a number. In Spanish, we have been
learning some of the names of colours and worked together to practice these under
a time limit. We have been using shapes and lines to create pictures in our

computing work. In RE, we have been comparing the miracles we have learnt

about, talking about similarities and differences.




On Friday, we enjoyed a ‘duck race’ in Year 2! Miss Carson is looking each week
for children who are making improvements with their handwriting and those
children’s names get put forward to enter the race! Well done to Rocco and Fabian
who won and chose their prize. This week in Year 2, we have loved carrying on
with our topic of gymnastics and enjoyed going on the climbing frame and

equipment. In Maths, we are continuing our learning about multiplication and

division. In English, we have been working hard on our topic, poetry.




Year 3 really enjoyed PE this week as we got the climbing frame out for
gymnastics! We also played a fun board game in Spanish and enjoyed

measuring and calculating the perimeter of lots of different shapes in Maths. In




This week has flown by in Year 4! For Storytelling Week, we've been developing

our oracy skills by telling each other stories and incorporating rhyme, rap and
sound effects. It's wild how one simple picture can spark so many story ideas! In
Computing, we're now almost experts in Logo as we're able to use repeats and
patterns to program shapes. We also had a very amusing Spanish lesson about

nouns for family members. We pretended to be ‘perros’ (dogs) and ‘abuelas’

-

(grandmas)!




Year 5 have had a great National Storytelling Week, taking part in the National
Literacy Trust Live Lesson with rap artist and author Alim Kamara and telling stories
through writing their own raps. Our current class novel "Wonder” is coming to an end

so we shall see which story is next for us to enjoy!
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What a week we've had! We began the week with studying a poem by Alim Kara
called ‘Money Runs The World’" and made links with Catholic Social Teaching. In
English we performed motivational speeches that we had written, impersonating Ernest
Shackleton. We saw some more incredible vaulting in gymnastics and also began our

new topic of ‘indoor athletics.

Thank you to Thomas, Farhan, Poppy,
Reggie, Maya and Dylan who prepared
and led a beautiful celebration of the
word for Year 6 on being curious and

active.



However the highlight of our

week has to be 13 pupils
receiving the Sacrament of
Confirmation on Wednesday
evening. The children all
demonstrated exemplary
behaviour and offered really
thoughtful contributions to
questions asked by Bishop David
when he came to visit: we even
taught him a new word...when
asked how they were, one pupil

happily said ‘vibing’ ©!

g

We had so many
lovely comments
about the children’s
impressive artwork,
which can be
viewed in church
until Saturday

evening this week.

Thank you to everyone who helped to
make this celebration so special —
particularly the Y6 pupils who came to
support their friends and the pupils who
supported in the choir.




We are still encouraging all pupils to aim to
walk to school once a week in order to earn
themselves a badge. If you live too far away,
there is always the option to ‘park and stride’ —
but please remember you should aim to walk
for about 10 minutes.

The results this month were:

7th place Year 5 8 badges
6t place Year 1 11 badges
5th place Year L 13 badges
Lth place Year 6 16 badges
3rd place Year 2 17 badges
2nd place Reception 18 badges
I** place Year 3 19 badges

As they were the winning classes AGAIN, Year
3 and Reception will keep our ‘WOW’ mascot

— Strider — in their classroom for the month
ahead!




A huge well done to all of the
children who received certificates

in assembly today for improved

attendance: Scarlett, Quinn,

Kacie-Leigh, Elsie and Roman
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| Attendance and punctuality

Every child has the right to an education, and it is the legal
responsibility for parents and carers to ensure that their children
attend on time every day possible.

As part of 5t Anthony's Support First Approach, | wanted to sign post
parents and carers to information and support.

Guidance and information about illness can be found at the link below.

https:/fwww_nhs uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Solihull 5chool Nursing service.

You can contact us by telephone on 0121 726 6754, or via our Confidential Text
Messaging service, called Parent Line, on 07480 635 496, to discuss any concerns or
worries you have regarding your child’s health and wellbeing.

Solihull Solar {mental health)

For routine support please complete our referral form, if you wish
to discuss this referral please call us during office hours on 0121
301 2750

Education Participation advisory Service
Check session is being held before traveling to ElImwood place.

attendanceenguiriesi@solihull.gov.uk
or 0121 704 6191
Tuesday 12-1_30pm @ Elmwood Place

Does your child worry about going to school? Do you feel you have tried
everything to ensure your child attends school, but nothing seems to be working?
Do you feel there has been a relationship breakdown with your child’'s school? Do

you have general guestions around school attendance?

Wt i da



If the reason for absence is due to illness, medical evidence may be requested to
support this, please send; screenshots of appointments, prescriptions or any other
supporting correspondence.

Remember to call the school absence line to advise of your child’s absence and
include their symptoms, reasons of; ‘unwell’, ‘tired’ or ‘under the weather’ do not
give school enough information about your child’s illness.

We kindly ask all families to be honest about the reason for any absence. It is not fair
to put children in the difficult position of feeling they must hide the truth about where
they have been. Transparency helps us to maintain trust and ensures accurate school
records.

We would like to remind all families that Leave of Absence requests must be
submitted to the school office at least four weeks in advance of the proposed
absence date.

Please note that, in line with government quidance, holidays during term time
cannot be authorised. However, if your child will be absent from school for any
reason, you are still required to complete a Leave of Absence request form so that we
can record the absence appropriately. =

Thank you for your co-operation and continued support.

As qualified health professionals, pharmacists are trained in the use of
medicines, managing minor ilinesses and providing health and wellbeing
advice.

Most community pharmacies across Birmingham and Solihull can provide
advice and treatment, if appropriate, for you or members of your family for
seven common conditions.

This service is called Pharmacy First.

It’s free*, confidential and may be much quicker than seeing your GP.

https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-
community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first



https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first

Children in Reception to Year 6

are now to wear Winter Uniform

(apart from PE days

Girls" winter uniform:
Grey skirt/ school
trousers, white blouse &
tie, school
cardigan/jumper, grey,
white or black tights or

socks, black shoes

Boys" winter uniform:
Grey school trousers,
white shirt with tie, school
jumper, black or grey

socks, black shoes

SRR, [

Please complete the School Uniform form, as soon as

possible https://forms.office.com/e/2HFH4ZePbR

PE KIT EXPECTATIONS
Please be reminded that PE kit is; white round neck t.shirt, black
bottoms (not bagqy or flared), school hoody and trainers

**lf you are unsure, please contact the School OJj‘ice**
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WEEK 3

Autumn Winter 2025/26
15/09/25, 06/10/25, 27/10/25,
17/11/25,08/12/25, 29/12/25,
19/01/26, 09/02/26, 02/03/26,

Cheese and Tomato
Pizza Slice B
with Wedges

Vegetable C.
Lasagne ;

St

| MAINBOW

ALLEY :é Peas and Carrots

Beans,
Cheese or 3
Tuna Mayo

Sweet Potato [/
Chocolate Brownie

|

What impact has your meal - —
had on planet Earth today’
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Sweet & Sour
Vegetables

with Rice ’
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Mixed Greens

Beans,
Cheese or
Tuna Mayo

)

Maple Cookie

()
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Roast Chicken,
Stuffing, Skin on -,.~

Roasties
and Gravy
—
Carrot & Stuffing

Puff Pastry Plait, §
Skin on Roasties
.’.z.-‘-i

Carrots

Beans,
Cheeseor §
Tuna Mayo

Eve's Apple  |§
Pudding & Custard

ALAD BOWL, FRESHLY MKED
READ, YOGHUETS AND CUT FRUNT
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Golden Fish
Fingers
& Chips

" N
ﬂ Vegetable Fingers

with Chips
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Baked Beans or Peas

Beans,
Cheeseor |}
Tuna Mayo

Vanilla Cookie
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O T[4 Hor sk Toeed wrn

HOMEMADE TOMATD SU(E P
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Due to school dinners being cooked fresh, please ensure that you pre

order meals that your child will eat. Unfortunately, we cannot offer

alternatives.

We have now moved to our new simplified lunch ordering

system, a single login system via ParentPay

https://www.parentpay.com/

IOf
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LUNAR NEW VEAR g

Chinese Chicken Rice
with Sweetcorn & Peas

or
Chinese Veggie Rice
with Sweetcorn & Peas

&

Chinese Five
Spice Cupcakes

Topped Pastq, Filled Jacket Potatoes &
Sandwiches are also available




Solihull Parents' Networ

| Getting out and about |
Solihull Metropolitan

Borough Councll

Use this link to find out

about;

Stay Active events

Creative Arts
SEND activities

up.

Hub

Family Hubs

Family support worker drop-ins at the
Parents can go to the Family Hubs to

talk to a Family Support Worker if

needed. No need to book, just turn

Evergreen Hub is next to Yorkswood

School.

Family

Day

Time

Tpm-

Evergreen Wednesday

bpm

Evergreen

Family Hub

Employment, fraining, and digital skills
support — 07:00-14200

Support with job searching, creating,
emaiing and sending your CW. Drop in or
cal 0121 77% 1724 to book an
appointment.

Evergreen baby group — 10000-11:00

An opportunity for new moms and dads to
mest other local parents, buikd friendships,
and piay and bond with their babies.
sensory play alsc avaable. For ages 0-12
months (pre walkers). Ho booking
required.

Stay and play — 13:00-14:30

Come and piay and meet new friends.
Suitabile for ages 0-4 and their parents or
carers. No booking reguired, just come:
along and join in the fun?

Sensory play alsc avaiabile.

Family fun — 15:30-1415

Fiay board games, do quizzes, arf, faoie
tennis, bring your homework, and ofher
fun activities. Suitable for ages £4-12-
Parents/carers must stay and supervise
their children. Sensory play also availaoie.

. _d
Timetab

February 2024

Wherever you live in Solihull, we're here to support you
Famity Hubs are local centres whene children, yvoung peopie, and families can access support and fake part in fun activities! Ow fiendly staff and service providers work in parinership with yvou and your
community fo access the information and support you need. Some services offer drop-in sessions, whilst others reguire booked appointments. The Hubs are a safe spoce for you and your loved ones.

Health visitor clinic — 0%:00- 14200
Boocked appointments for parents
and their babies and children
With the Health Wisiting team.
Book by speaking to your Health
Wisitor.

Family Helpline — 09:00-14:00
The Family Support Team can be
called on 9121 FBE 4327 for
parenting and famiy guidance,
signp-osting o local services, and
advice regarding tehaviour and
sociol development. Evergreen
staff can signpost daily when
nesged.

Midwifery team — 0¥:30-15:30
Community midwives that
provide matemity care outside of
a hospital setting. Parent
consuitation workshops with
midwifery team.

Sensory rocm — 14:50

Families can call Evengreen 1o
book sensory room skots affer
14:30 by calling 0121 779 1724,

Employment. fraining, and digidal skills support —
OF:00-14:00

Support with jol searching. creating. emailing
and sending your CV. Drop in or call 0121 778
1724 to book an appointment.

Born 2 S3ing Baby Motes — 10000-11:00
An opportunity for children aged 3-24 months fo
explore colours and exciting textures to support
their speech and language development
through interactive ciasses. Sessions are FREE,
fundged by The Colebnidge Trust. To book, wisit
e B OMZsing.co.uk of emai

o .

Family support working team are available
thwough the helpline - #200 am - 4:00 pm
during Februarny on the folowing number - 0121
755 4327

Parenting and family guidance, signposting to
iocal services. Can offer advice regarding
behavicur and secial development.

Famiby fun — 15:30-14:15

Pioy board games, do quizzes, arf, foble fennis,
bring your homework and other fun activities.
Suitabie for oges 4-12. Parents/carers must stay
and supervise their chidren. Sensory play also
available.

Health Visilor clinic — 07 :00-14:00
Booked appointments for parents
and their pabies and children
with the Health Wisiting team.
Book Dy speaking fo your Heath
wisitor.

solihull College — 07:15-14200
Provision, creative arfs, and
joumaling courses availabie.
Book through Solinull Colege.
Term time only.

women’s well-being hub — 14:00-
15:30

Sand 17 February

A safe supportive and
empowering place forwomen of
all different ages Fving n the
Morth of Soinul.

Community wardrobe — 10:00-
14:00

24 February

AB clothing ifems are FREE.
Please bring o bog. Donations
are welcome but not required.
Ho need to book, just drop-in.

Family Hubs

Digital divide - 09:00-15:30

Support with job searching. creating,
emailing. sending your CV, and phone
and computer skils. Drop in or call 0121
77% 1724 to book an appointment.

Midwifery team — 09:30-15:30
Community midwives that provide
matemity care cutside of o hospital
sefting.

stay and play - 10:00-11:30

Come and play and meet new frends.
suitabile for ages 0-4 and their parents
or carers. Mo booking requined, just
come along and join in the fun!

Computer grovp — 13:30-14:30

A fun, simple, and hands-on [T lesson
with Chris. Free apps you should know,
now to stay safe onne, and Cv and
inferview preparation.

Family fun — 13:30-15:00

Flay board games, do quizzes, arf,
table temnis, Bring youwr homework and
other fun activities. Suitable for ages 4-
12. Parents/carers must stay and
supernise their childnen. Sensory play
aiso availaoie.

Midwives
Plegse call your midwife using the phone
number in your red Dook.

Women's Aid

If you or somecne you
know needs support, cal
OE08 800 0023 between
OF15-17:15.

Here2Help

Family Hubs can help with food,
toiletries, fuel, money, staying well,
and keeping safe. To find out mone,
wisit wana solinuiLgo v uk/ eregnelp.

Health visifing
Text Chat Hearth on QZ50

733 2553 between 0900~
14200, Mon-Fri

sental health support

From the BSCOL Mental Heatn NHS
Foundation Trust provide guidance
and reassurance to all ages. Call
D800 915 9200 or D121 2462 3555

Wellbeing and
advice

stay and play area
Toys, books, and soft play

Computers ond private work pods
Intemet and phone gccess

Community wardrobe
Free warm winter ciothing

Help and support
Speak to our fiendly staff

SEnsony room
To book, call 9121 779 S043

42 Kingshurst Way, Kingshurst, Solihull, B37 6D

What else can the
Family Hubs offer?
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Fun and supportive cycle training for children
aged 8+ whether they're just starting out or
building confidence on two wheels!

Join our two-day course for children to have fun learning to ride or just polishing
their skills, riders will build confidence and master the basics of cydling.

Tudor Grange Cycle Track
February 2026 16" - 17" sessions from 9.15am

We encourage riders to bring their own bike and helmet, if you need to borrow equipment
do request at booking and leave riders height details. We will have a limited supply of
bikes, and they will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

Book via: https://solihull.cycleready.co.uk/publichookin
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NEW Indoor Learn to Ride sessions
February Half Term

FUN cycle training for children aged 5 -7

Join our two-day course for children to have fun learning to ride, gain basic cycle
skills and grow in confidence on their bikes.

Tudor Grange Leisure Centre (on the indoor tennis courts)

February 2026 16" - 19' sessions from 9.15am

For these sessions we will provide our fieet bikes to borrow. Helmets will
be available to borrow too or bring your own.

Book via: https://solihull.cycleready.co.uk/publichooking

Please note, there is a £10 booking fee for each booking.
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SWIMSCHOOL”
ﬁ BYMEAML S + BCULL S « BT ARENR T » BELLS

A commitment to contmumg
swimming development

At S4 Swim School we provide
clear effective progression

For our swimmers. Children
experience a high level of swim
teaching, with opportunities
to progress to advanced
technique & elementary
coaching sessions.

Our Fully qualified, DBS checked
instructors are able to deliver quality
swimming lessons and advanced
coaching sessions. S4 follows the
Swim England Award Scheme. Our
swimmers are regularly assessed and
monitored by a swim coordinator and
instructors at every lesson.

For Further information Feel Free to

browse our website or to book a place
on one of our courses, contact us
today!

m: 07488242696
jade@s9swimschool.co.uk

Term Times
Our swimming courses run parallel with
the school terms.

Holidays

S4 Swim Intensive courses run
throughout the school half terms &
summer holidays.

Member Benefits

= Small group sizes

= Online personal member area

= Personal achlevement records

= Fast progression through groups




Give Rugby A Try!

Give rugby a g

10.30am bring your friend
- ]2pm along to try rugby!

Sunday 8th Feb

for every friend brought with you, is a entry

into our raffle for a Exiles Goadie Bag!
contact Jo Hart - 07526807439 PIC-COLLAGE




Diary Dates

2026

Mon 9™ Feb Rec — Y6 Father Hudson's Caritas Pledge £1 assembly
Mon 9th Feb Year 6 Sports Hall Athletics 9:30am — 11:30am
Tues 10t Feb — Year L Year 4 Bikeability

Thurs 12" Feb

HALF TERM HOLIDAY:
Monday 16t February - Friday g February 2026

Mon 23 Feb Whole school INSET DAY — SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

Weds 25™ Feb Whole school Whole school Mass @ 9:15am — Year 5 leading. Parents
andfamily members welcome

Weds 25™ Feb Whole school Parents’ Evening

Thurs 26™ Feb Year 1 Road Safety Talk

Thurs 26™ Feb Parents’ Evening

Sat 28t Feb Year 3 First Holy Communion blessing Mass 5pm @ St.
Anthony’s church

Fri 6™ March Whole school World Book Day

Mon 9t March EYFS Animal Man visit

Mon 9" March Year 4 Father Hudson’s Caritas workshop (just pupils no parents)

Tues 10™ March

Year 2 and Year 5

Safety Seymour and CO Crew sessions in school (pupils)

Weds 11" March

EYFS and Year 1

Wonderdome in school am

Mon 16" March — |Whole School Book Fair in school

Friday 20™ March

Tues 17" March Year 6 Trip to Harvington Hall

Weds 18" March  |Year 1 Cinema trip — Pets on a Train

Weds 25" March  |Whole school Whole school Mass @ 9:15am — Year 3 leading. Parents

andfamily members welcome

EASTER HOLIDAYS:

Monday 30% March - Friday 10t April 2026




Diary Dates

Term dates 2025 - 2026

Term starts Half term Term ends
Autumn | 1" September 2025 27" Oct — 31 Oct 19" December 2025
Spring 5% January 2026 16t Feb — 20™ Feb 27" March 2026
Summer | 13™ April 2026 25" May - 29™ May 20" July 2026

Inset days: 1 September, 24™ October, 5" January, 23 February, 13™ April,
20" July

Week beginning Monday qth February

Reception — Friday

Year 1 — Monday & Wednesday
Year 2 — Monday & Friday
Year 3 — Tuesday & Friday
Year It — Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
Year 5 —Tuesday (swimming) and Thursday
Year 6 — Monday & Thursday




Head Teacher'’s
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Reception — Evie — for trying her best every day and being a
kind, loving friend to everyone.

Year 1 — Olivia — for being a joy to teach and being a
wonderful member of Year 1.

Year 2 — Fabian — for his reverence and respect during our
RE lessons. He always listens carefully and shows respect to
others, with his kind and thoughtful attitude.

Year 3 - Kacie-Leigh — for always shining like Jesus and for
the amazing progress you 've made this year already!

Year It — Bethany — for a wonderful, positive attitude and
resilience in tricky tasks. Keep it up!

Year 5 — Lacie — for always working hard and being a
pleasure to have in class.

Year 6 — Amber-Rose — for always embodying the fruits of
the Holy Spirit — particularly by being kind to everyone at all

times.
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