St Anthony’s Catholic Primary School,
Fordbridge Road,
Kingshurst,

Tel: 0121 770 3168

E-mail: 8koffice@st-anthonys.solihull.sch.uk D 73 Birmingham,
Executive Head Teacher: Mr C. Flaherty B37 6LW

Head of School: Mr K Scanlon

Friday 19t December 2025

This haU term, we are growing to be learned, ﬂnding God in all thing

and wise in the ways we use our learning for the common good.

Ask the learned, speak Witm
wise and associate with thW

The Prophet Mohammed

REMINDER: School closes today at 3.15pm and

children return to school on Tuesday 6th January

2026.
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4 (o], [ ] TUESDAY NEWS DAY

This week we learnt that a charity called Small Acts
of Kindness has sourced, packed and distributed
over 10,000 ‘Warm in Winter’ gift bags across
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. Each bag includes
things to keep people warm, like blankets, socks and
hot drinks. The project aims to bring comfort to
elderly and vulnerable people in the colder months. It
shows that small acts of kindness can make a big

dgj‘erence in someone’s lgfe

=1 Things you could talk about at home:
" » Can you think of a time someone was kind to you?

#hat J‘Es kmdng S Ioo Ilke‘?

> Do you believe helping others can make us feel

vall Acts fK

happier too? Why?

Before every Nativity scene,
we relive the birth of Jesus.

We rediscover the need to

seek moments of silence and

prayer in our lives, in order

to find ourselves and God.




Congratulations also to all of the winners in the PTA ‘12 Days of

Christmas’ raffle and to Smart Tec Solutions who donated many

of the wonderful prizes — each worth more than £30!

The complete list of winners was:

Day Prize Winner
Day 1 Russell Hobbs steam mop Ciaran, Year 5
Day 2 | Sweet treats hamper Noah, Year 3
Day 3 | Bluey play house Jacob, Year 2
Day 4 | Bottle of JD and Dining Out gift Gabriel, Year &

card
Day 5 | 6 bottles of wine Tommy, Year 3
Day 6 | Beldray handheld vacuum Freddie, Year 3
Day 7 | Moroccan oil, pink gin and Nevaeh, Year 5
candles

Day 8 | Rocket play tent, basketball and Gabriela, Reception

football
Day 9 | 360 spiro spin see-saw Leoni, Year L
Day 10 | Karcher window vacuum Albie, Year 3
Day 11 | Ring doorbell Poppy O, Year 6
Day 12 | Game selection Miss Shakespeare,

Year 1




It certainly is the season of goodwill!

Thank you to our PTA who have yet again, given up their
time and funds to purchase a selection box for every child in

school.

alling me
. to be?




We were incredibly lucky

that Dunelm chose us as one Dunelm

of the schools to take part in - -

their ‘Delivering Joy’ D el l Ver l ng J OY
initiative this year. Through
the generosity of their
customers, every single one
of our pupils was given a
Christmas gift to take home
and we are so incredibly
grateful to them. What a
wonderful way to spread
Christmas cheer. A special
thank you also to our very
own Christmas elf - Miss
Yates — who coordinated and 7
delivered all of the gifts. You

are one in a million!

SOLUHULL
VILLAGE

The ExtraCare Charitable Trust

Thank you also to a kind staff member
from Solihull Retirement Village, who
generously donated 21 pairs of new socks
and 10 pairs of new gloves to school for

our pupils.




The children enjoyed The Christmas Party Day, we had crisps, biscuits, cakes and
squash and afterwards we danced and sang Christmas songs. Miss Caffrey read us

a Christmas Story and we used tea lights to shine on the book ©

Happy Christmas to all our families,

we look forward to seeing you in The New Year!




This week in Nursery, we have been focusing on a story called Santa. Nursery have
loved creating their own drawings of Santa whilst adding lots of detail to their

pictures. Nursery have been very creative and made some beautiful Christmas Cards,

as well as working hard to write their names inside.

Nursery also celebrated by having a Christmas party with pass the parcel, musical

statues and lots of delicious party food!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

From Nursery ©

Christmas Party .|




It has been a wonderful and busy week in Reception; full of learning, creativity and Christmas
celebrations. In Maths, the children have been learning about measurement. We shared the story
Jim and the Beanstalk and used it as inspiration to measure the Giant’s face. The children
designed and made him a new pair of glasses, new teeth and reading glasses, before creating
their own beanstalks in the classroom. In Literacy, we explored the myth of King Midas and
learned about how everything he touched turned to gold. The children produced some fantastic
drawings and wrote descriptions of a king in their books. In continuous provision, the children
enjoyed making crowns and caps so they could look like royalty. On Wednesday, we had our
Christmas party. The children took part in party games such as; pass the parcel and musical
statues, enjoyed party food, and danced along to festive music. There were also lots of
Christmas crafts throughout the week, including; making paper chains, printing, decorating
baubles, creating crackers and designing Christmas cards. On Thursday, we were very lucky to
take part in a special prayer service led by Year 6, focusing on the theme of Joy. It was a
lovely, reflective moment for the children. To end the week, we relaxed together by watching a

Christmas movie — and were very excited to receive a special visit from Father Christmas’ Elf!




Year 1 have had a great week this week. We really enjoyed our Christmas party;
having lots of fun and great food and even playing musical statues! We have enjoyed
making our Christmas cards and decorations to take home to our families. We also

took part in prayer service led by Year 6 and loved role playing the Bible story in

our groups.




In Year 2 this week, we have learnt about different celebrations for Christmas
around the world. We learnt about Saint Lucia’s Day, also called the Feast of Saint
Lucy, that happens on 13t December. Saint Lucia’s name means ‘light’ and her feast
day had at one time coincided with the shortest day so, it is now widely celebrated

as a festival of light. We remembered Jesus being the light of the world and

celebrated by making our own candle crowns.

We hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,

from Miss Carson and Miss Robinson. ©




Year 3 have had a fabulous end to the term. A huge well done for your wonderful
carols, and beautiful Mass. You've worked so hard! We are all excited to see what

the next term brings © Here are some photos from the Christmas party.




We've had so much fun in Year 4! We finished our egqg experiment in Science,
which showed how important it is to look after our teeth. We created freeze frames
in RE with the most important parts of the Christmas story and made beautiful
book reviews of ‘Ariki and the Island of Wonders’ to finish off our Reading for the

term. We were even lucky enough to have a visit from Year 6, who led a prayer

service for us.




Year 5 have had a fun, festive week this week whilst still working hard! Miss
Cartwright, Mrs Rainbird and Mrs Gorgol wish you all a very Happy Christmas

and can’t wait to see you back in the New Year!




This week, Year 6 delivered their child led prayer services to the other classes around
school. These boys were commended by Miss Bolter for their brilliant planning and
nature with the children, as well as their confidence — we have future teachers in the

making!

We also had our Christmas party this

week and the Year 6 classroom became
a karaoke haven! The children were
amazing and really enjoyed singing and

dancing the afternoon away!



A huge thank you to all of our fantastic staff and pupils who worked incredibly
hard to enable our school community to enjoy two wonderful nativity
performances and an incredibly moving carol concert. Their hard work does
not go unnoticed.

It would be lovely to see members of our school community at Mass over the
coming fortnight — remember: Jesus is the reason for the season after all!
Today each child will bring home a Christmas card containing local Christmas
Mass times. Please give this card to someone you feel would benefit from

experiencing the joy of a Christmas Mass in this joyful season.

Christmas Eve — Wednesday 24" December

5:00pm (with carols from 4:30pm) St. Anthony’s
7:00pm(with carols from 6:30pm) St. Anne’s
Christmas Day — Thursday 25™ December
9:00am St. John the Baptist
11:00am St. Anne’s

New Year’'s Eve — Wednesday 31** December

11:30pm St. Anne’s




We are still encouraging all pupils to aim to

walk to school once a week in order to earn
themselves a badge. If you live too far away,
there is always the option to ‘park and stride’ —

but please remember you should aim to walk

3,
N

for about 10 minutes.

The results this month were:

7th place Year 1 No badges yet
6t place Year 5 / badges
5th place
Lth place
Year 2 16 badges
Reception 18 badges
I** place Year 3 19 badges

As they were the winning class AGAIN, Year 3
will keep our ‘WOW' mascot — Strider — for
their classroom again for the month ahead!
However...we were luckily given a second

Strider teddy so our runners up, Reception can

take him back to their class too!




Children in Reception to Year 6

are now to wear Winter Uniform

(apart from PE days

Girls" winter uniform:
Grey skirt/ school
trousers, white blouse &
tie, school
cardigan/jumper, grey,
white or black tights or

socks, black shoes

Boys" winter uniform:
Grey school trousers,
white shirt with tie, school
jumper, black or grey

socks, black shoes

SRR, [

Please complete the School Uniform form, as soon as

possible https://forms.office.com/e/2HFH4ZePbR

PE KIT EXPECTATIONS
Please be reminded that PE kit is; white round neck t.shirt, black
bottoms (not bagqy or flared), school hoody and trainers

**lf you are unsure, please contact the School OJj‘ice**
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03/14/25, 24/11/25, 15/42/25, S a D Aj "
05/01/26, 26/01/26, 16/02/26,
MONDAY ool J
Cheese and Tomato x Roast Chicl_(en, ‘ Golden Fish Fingers
Pizza Slice I\ileat a Stuffing, Skinon & Bangers, Mash or
with Wedges b Marinara Pasta |, Roasties g andGravyy ¢ Salmon Fingers g
and Gravy v and Chips
— ’“\éBQ - \ B & Roasted Vegetable — ; T » ¢ -
ees!
MEAT-FRE Sasectconii Pi!zlza B Veggie Korma J Strudel, B Veggie Bangers, A Cheesy Bean Wrap ;
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Peas
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Beans,
Cheese or
Tuna Mayo

b

Filled Jackets

Butterfly Pastry §
Biscuits

What impact has your meal
had on planet Earth today?

;BLii?

——— ]}
Sweetcorn
|
Beans,

Cheeseor |}

Tuna Mayo
e

Shortbread

Carrots and Cabbage Mixed Greens Baked Beans
I
Beans, Beans, Beans,

Cheeseor § Cheeseor b Cheeseor §

Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo
.

BananaBread B Apple B Lemon B
and Custard Cinnamon Buns Drizzle Cake

102PED PASTA
HOY PASTA TOPED WITH
HOMEMADE TomATO Sauce b

& Cheest ' .

EV!W L\AY

DALLY SALAD 30WL, RRESHLY kD B
PLEAD, YOGHURTS AND CUT FLUIT

Due to school dinners being cooked fresh, please ensure that you pre

order meals that your child will eat. Unfortunately, we cannot offer

alternatives.

We have now moved to our new simplified lunch ordering

IOf

system, a single login system via ParentPay

https://www.parentpay.com/
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Fun and supportive cycle training for children
aged 8+ whether they're just starting out or
building confidence on two wheels!

Join our two-day course for children to have fun learning to ride or just polishing
their skills, riders will build confidence and master the basics of cydling.

Tudor Grange Cycle Track
February 2026 16" - 17" sessions from 9.15am

We encourage riders to bring their own bike and helmet, if you need to borrow equipment
do request at booking and leave riders height details. We will have a limited supply of
bikes, and they will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

Book via: https://solihull.cycleready.co.uk/publichookin

&
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NEW Indoor Learn to Ride sessions
February Half Term

FUN cycle training for children aged 5 -7

Join our two-day course for children to have fun learning to ride, gain basic cycle
skills and grow in confidence on their bikes.

Tudor Grange Leisure Centre (on the indoor tennis courts)

February 2026 16" - 19' sessions from 9.15am

For these sessions we will provide our fieet bikes to borrow. Helmets will
be available to borrow too or bring your own.

Book via: https://solihull.cycleready.co.uk/publichooking

Please note, there is a £10 booking fee for each booking.

Travel ; : ROPOLITAN

E y =~ L IWGH COUNCIL




Please follow the link below for more information regarding holiday activities and

food programme 2025

https://edportals.solihull. gov.uk/Synergy/Live/SynergyWeb/Solihull FSD/HAF2025.a

Holiday Activities and Food Programme 2025

SOLIHULL

Holiday Activities
ANd Food

Click the boxes below to search for activity providers in Solihull who are providing free places to children on benefits-related free school meals
during the October half term under the Holiday Activity and Food Programme - known as HAF.

%)
(]
x

You can search for activity providers by:

« Name of activity provider
« Postcode of where the activities are taking place (to view those closest to your home or work address).
« Family Activities that are available.

You can click below to view a complete list of HAF activities and Specialist SEND activities aimed at children with additional needs and/or
disabilities.

The Christmas 2025 HAF schemes are now LIVE on the directory. Please click into the search boxes below to find a suitable HAF activity for your
child.

If your child is eligible for free school meals, a payment of £50 per child will be

provided as food support for families for the Autumn term 2025.

Vouchers will be issued by 15 December 2025.

Here2Help pages provide details of additional support.

If you have any questions or want more information, please contact

Free school meals team edfreesm@solihull.gov.uk.



https://edportals.solihull.gov.uk/Synergy/Live/SynergyWeb/Solihull_FSD/HAF2025.aspx
https://edportals.solihull.gov.uk/Synergy/Live/SynergyWeb/Solihull_FSD/HAF2025.aspx
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KzkJC289MS6ZwxGhEtEF58-mz?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
mailto:edfreesm@solihull.gov.uk
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13th January to
17th February

GET INTO
PERSONAL =T
TRAINING 12:00 - 16:00

9 Three Trees Community Centre

Tuesdays

Develop the knowledge and practical skills needed to begin your journey into
personal training. This course combines theory and hands-on experience to
build your understanding of fitness, anatomy, and effective training methods.
You'll also explore pathways into further study and careers in the fitness and
wellbeing industry.

Free course for residents living in North Solihull
Kingshurst, Chelmsley Wood, Fordbridge and Smith's Wood

Complete the form on the QR code or email us to
sign up community.projects@solihull.ac.uk

& solihull College
& University Centre

16th January
to 17th April

O Frid
Cgel inlo (ﬁorislr'l/ —

11:45-15:00

Woodlands Campus
Solihull College & University Centre

Free course for residents living in North Solihull

Kingshurst, Chelmsley Wood, Fordbridge and Smith's Wood

Explore flower arranging and teamwork as you design a floral feature
for a community celebration.

Complete the form on the QR code or email us to
sign up community.projects@solihull.ac.uk

Free to residents living in North Solihull —
Kingshurst, Chelmsley Wood, Fordbridge
and Smith’s Wood.



Solihull Parents' Networ Family support worker drop-ins at the

| Getting out and about |

Family Hubs

Parents can go to the Family Hubs to

Solihull Metropolitan

Borough Councll

Use this link to find out

about;

Stay Active events

Creative Arts
SEND activities

up.

Family
Hub

Day

talk to a Family Support Worker if

needed. No need to book, just turn

Evergreen Hub is next to Yorkswood

School.

Time

Tpm-

Evergreen Wednesday

bpm

Evergreen

Family Hub

Employment, raoining, and digital skills
support — 09:00-15:00

Support with job searching, crecfing,
emaiing ard sending your GV Drop in or
call D121 779 1724 +o book an cppointment.

Buggy walk — 13:00-13:45
Weather dependant

Times may change for the stay and play
wordshop dependant on the weather.
Fomiies to be nofified throwgh the
Esmrgresn FoceDook gage or changes fo
opp.

Shay and play — 13:30-15:00
Caoma and play and mesd new fends
Suitable for ages 04 and their
parentzfoaren. Mo bocking required, just
come along and join in wifh the fun!

ARer-school club — 15:30-15-30

Play board gomes, do quimess. art, lable
benniz and other fun achivifies. Suitable for
ages 4-12, parenisfcarers must shay and
superiEe fheir children.

Timetab

September 2025

Wherever you live in Solihull, we're here to support you
Famiy Hubs ane lecal centres whens chidnen, young pecple, and famiies can access support and take part in fun activifies! Cur fiendly staff and serice providers work in parnership with yow and your
coemmunity to occess the information and support you need. S3ome services offer drop-in sessions, whilst others require booked appointments. The Hubs ars o sofe space for you and your loved ones.

Healh Visilor clinic — 07:00-14:00
Bocked appoiriments for parents
and thair babisz ard childran
with the: Healfh Visifing feam_
Bock by speaking fo your Health
Visifor.

Midwiery team — 09:30-15:30
Community midwives that
Erovide matermity cors cuthds of
o hospital seffing. Panent
conuttation workshops with
rridhwifery feam.

Community coffee moming —
10:30-12:-00

Come in fora cupea and fellws
what vou would ke bo see
happening ot Evergreen or find
cut more about volunieering and
othar tarice: in your local orea.

Sensory room — 14:30-onwards
slofs available for the sensony
room. To book, call Evergresen on

Employment, fraining, and digBal skills support — 0¥-00-
1&:00

Zupport with job searching, cracfing, amaiing and
sending your V. Drop in or call D121 779 1724 to book
an Sppointment.

Health in the hearts of cur community social group —
10:30-12:00

Social grouvp including fun, gomes ond a cuppa® Leam
more about heart health fhrough oneto-ons
consultafions.

Health visfors' sensory play — 13200-15:00
Weather dependant Every second and last week of the
monih — 10 and 24 Seplember

To book, all the Hecith Visting Team on 0750 732 2583

Family su worker drop-in — 13:00-14:00
Crop-in service, advice, suppert and sgnposting fo
otharservices. Helpfne & provided ot Svengresn on

Fomily Hubs

Health Visfior clinic —
OF:00-14:00

Booked cppaintmant:
for parents and their
babies and children
with fhe Hedith Visting
t=am. Beok by
zp=aking bo your
Health Visitor.

Solution focused
wearkshop

Sensory room - 15:00-
omvwands

Slots availabie for the

v reomm. To book,

Weadne=sday affemaoon on 0121 738 4327

Sensory room — 14:30- onwands
otz available for the sensory room. To book. call
Svergre=n on QU210 77 1728,

Seasonal crafts — 15:30- 14630
Avhemn-themed croff workshop.

=all Evargrasn an Q121
I7e 1724

Employment. training. and digial
skdlls support — 0F:00-15:30
Zupport with job searching,
creafing, emaiing and sending
wouwe OV Dirop in or call D121 779
1724 to book an appoinirment.

Michwifery team — 09:30-15:30
Community michaives that
Brocide motemity cors cutside of
a hospital s=ting. Parent
conmitafion workshaps with
midhwifery team.

Shay and play — 10:00-11:30
Come and play and mesd new
friends. Suitable for oges 04 and
their parents/carers. He beoking
required, just come along and
jim im with e fund

Family acSviSes — 13:30-15:30
Bring your homewark, Blay boord
gomesz, do quizzes, art. table
tennis and other fun activifies_
Zuitable for 412 year,
parendsfoaners must stay and
zuperizs thei children

Wellbeing and  Here2Help

Health wisiting

Women's Ald

Menal health su

Midwives

pport
The Simmingham and Sciitwil Mental Health
HHE Foundafion Trust provide guidancs
and reassurance to peopie of all ages.

Famity Hubs can help with feod,

toietias, fusl, maney, shaying wel,

ard kesping safe. Ta fnd ouwf mare,
i -

To speak to a hedlth visior,
et Chat Health on 0750 722
2563 betreeen OF00-16000,

f you or someens you know
ree=d: upped, call Warnan's
Aid ot 0805 500 0028, Avaiable

Plegss call your midwifs
uzing the phone rumBerin
your red bock.

advice

wisit - Monday-Friday. sewven days a week, 09:15-17:15.  Col 0500 P15 9292 or D121 282 3555,
What else can Help and suppord Stay and play area Sensory room Compulers and pdvale work pods Community wardrobe
the Family Speak to our fiendly staff Toys. books, and soff play To book, call 0121 77y 6943 rtemet ond phore cocas Free clothing
Hubs offer?

12 Kingshurst W Kingshurst Solihull B37 &DX
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This online 6 week course is free for Birmingham ¥
parents and carers of children and young people
with ADHD or suspected ADHD

LED BY ADULTS WIT (
Does your child have ADHD or suspected
ADHD?
Are you trying to support them but find What parents have
that everyone gives you different said about this course
advice?
This course is literally game-changin
for parents, caregivers, teachers an
, : : anyone ang with a child (or adult)
In this 6 week course, you will R ADND
* learn about ADHD misunderstanding, frustration and
* Understand the effect on our T“”““Pm'"“d”‘"fﬂm‘
access to this amazing resource.
mental health
o ; Essential course for any parent of a
Under.stand the reasons behind chlldwithADHD.ltcha'z:thhcway
behaviours | see my son and my ability to
* Gain confidence in advocating for " réspondto his needs effectively.
our children Very informative, friendly, no
* Learn new strategies pressure, enjoyable sessions

g  Help our kids be confident, resilient
Bnd be their best selves

Email: forward
contactus@brewseducation.org

Birmingham Resilience Education and Wellbeing Services CIC  CIC Business w 13240865
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NEW GROUPS STARTING SOON!

Free online 6 week courses for parents and carers
Each session is 90 minutes

January 2026 courses

: O[PSl
Wednesday mornings 10-1.30am
starting Wednesday 7*" January !
Register HERE or use QR code El =
_Thursday evenings 7-8.30 pm  [g ek (2

starting Thursday 8" January
Register HERE or use QR code

Registration closes at
5 pm on Friday January 2nd

If you miss the deadline, email us at forward
contactus@brewseducation.org and you can carers _
join the next one starting in March _ et




r Little Brum

Youth Theatre

Open to all Year 6 children

= 1
Every Wednesday
17:30 to 18:30
’ Starting 14" January 2026
B
®
®

Elmwood Family Hub, 37 Burtons Way,
Birmingham, B36 OUG

Please email katie@bigbrum.org.u
to sign up or for further detalls




Year 6 weekly booster

starting from Thursday
6" November for all
pupils from 3:15 till
L:15pm

2025

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS:
Monday 22" Dec - Friday 27 Jan 2026

Term dates 2025 - 2026

Term starts Half term Term ends
Autumn | T* September 2025 27" Oct — 31 Oct 19" December 2025
Spring 5% January 2026 16™ Feb — 20™ Feb 27" March 2026
Summer | 13™ April 2026 25" May - 29™ May 20" July 2026

Inset days: 1" September, 24 October, 5th January, 23rd February, 13th April,
20t July



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicg_-Dj8fWAhXThRoKHYDjDV4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.barningham.suffolk.sch.uk/pupil-premium/&psig=AFQjCNH8m1hQ0fPtoLNMzlyl9GG3GMDAQQ&ust=1506661768719690
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicg_-Dj8fWAhXThRoKHYDjDV4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.barningham.suffolk.sch.uk/pupil-premium/&psig=AFQjCNH8m1hQ0fPtoLNMzlyl9GG3GMDAQQ&ust=1506661768719690

Week beginning Monday 5th January

Reception — Friday
Year 1 — Wednesday and Friday / 4
Year 2 — Wednesday & Friday
Year 3 — Tuesday & Friday
Year 4t — Wednesday & Thursday

Year 5 — Tuesday (swimming) & Thursday
Year 6 — Tuesday & Thursday




Head Teacher’s
Awards
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Reception — Nolan — For being curious, creative and sharing
brilliant ideas.

Year 1 — Ava — For being a great role model to her friends
and having a positive attitude.

Year 2 — Nancy — For your hard work and determination
with your learning. Your positive attitude has helped you
make fantastic progress, and we are very proud of you!

Year 3 — Amelia - For always bringing kindness, enthusiasm
and smiles to our classroom, you are a joy to teach. ©

Year It — Patryk — For going above and beyond to help Miss
Garfield in a RHE lesson on Polish Christmas traditions. It was
interesting and inspiring — thank you!

Year 5 — Harry G — for his mature and sensible attitude over
the past half term.

Year 6 — William — For his incredible performance during the

KS2 carol concert — you have the voice of an angel!
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