Tel: 0121 770 3168 St Anthony’s Catholic Primaryh
Fordbridge Road,

Kingshurst,

E-mail: 8%office@st-anthonys.solihull sch.uk D S Birmingham,
Executive Head Teacher: Mr C. Flaherty B37 6LW
Head of School: Mr K Scanlon

Friday 21st November 2025

This half term, we are growing to be learned, finding God in all thing

and wise in the ways we use our learning for the common good.

You many have noticed that the PCSOs have been around
at the start and end of the school day to monitor parking
and ensure that our pupils are safe at drop-off and pick-up
times. Please continue to be mindful of other drivers and
ensure you do not park anywhere that causes an
obstruction. As we shared earlier in the week, parents

should also avoid using the school park at these times as

many of our pupils walk through the car park to enter and

exit school. Thank you for your consideration.

Christmas dinner and jumper day

— Tuesday Qth December 2025

If any child (Reception to Year 6) would like to

have a school dinner on this day, please order this
on Cy-pad by Friday 28™" November. This can be

accessed via ParentPay. See p20 for menu details.




V(o] [ =) ' TUESDAY NEWS DAY

This week we learnt that Nike has revealed a new type

of powered shoe, called Project Amplify, which uses
. small motors to boost a person's walking and running
) ‘/ movement. The shoes are designed to reduce tiredness
—_g / . .
and make everyday movement easier, especially for those

who need extra support. Nike says the aim is to help

/W'm l' ‘h people stay active, independent and mobile each day.
= Things you could talk about at home:

> Do you believe everyone should be allowed to use

the same technology, or should some things be only

Can tEChnOhgy ever for people who really need them?
help us too much? » Can you think of other technologies designed to

make life easier?

As stewards of God's

creation, we are called to

act swiftly, with faith and

prophecy, to protect the gift

He entrusted to us.

#COP30




This week, we have been embracing the wintery weather. All the children put on
woolly hats and some tried to put on gloves. We made comfy areas in the book
corner using pillows and blankets; and we had a goodnight story. Mrs Wedge

showed us how to dance to Afro Beat music using scarves.




This week in Nursery, we have been focusing on the story ‘We're Going on a Bear
Hunt". We have re-enacted the story through playing with the characters in a variety
of sensory materials to represent the mud, snow, water, forest and grass in the story.
The children have also learnt four new words to describe the bears in the story

alongside actions: ‘terrifying’, ‘gigantic’, ‘fluffy’ and ‘pointy’. The children have also

drawn and painted bears whilst also describing their creations in detail.

. Bear Hunt "‘im
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Miss Clayton will be leading a Read Write Inc
(phonics) meeting for Reception parents

on

Thursday 27" November 2025
from 2:45pm-3:15pm.

Please come along to learn how to support your

child with learning to read and write.



This week in Year 1, we have been celebrating the feast day of our class saint — St.
Margaret of Scotland. We had a celebration of the word and have also created
some artwork of St. Margaret. In maths we have learnt how to subtract numbers
from 20 using ten frames and a number line and the children were excellent at
moving the hoop the correct number of times. We have also been learning how to

type sentences about ourselves on the laptops.

REMINDER: If you are able to support us on the Year T walk around Babbs Mill, 25th
November from 2pm till 3pm, please let the School Office know. Many thanks



In Year 2 this week, we have been looking at Human Dignity and learning that
every person deserves to be treated kindly. Year 2 made their own kindness
postcards and delivered them to the office staff, cleaners, teachers and other
members of staff in school; decorating them with kind words and bright colours to
spread happiness! We loved seeing the smiles and joy that came with spreading
kindness. We have been learning bout ‘Man on the Moon’ in English and loved

getting to make our own ‘moon cakes’ and have written persuasive adverts to

encouraqge people to buy them. What a fantastic week we have had!
ge peop y




Year 3 have been busy this week practicing

their 4t and 8 times tables. In History, we
learnt about Stonehenge and explored the
reasons why it may have been built. In
Science, we looked how we can use
different types of rocks. After testing the
permeability of different rocks last week, we
could understand why rooves are made of
slate and not chalk (otherwise the rain
would soak through!). We designed our
own houses; stating reasons for which types
of rock we would use for the roof, walls

and floor and why. We also created some
fabulous artwork ©



We have been so active in Year 4 —
making smoothies from instructions we

created in English, measuring the area of

playground items using squares in Maths,

and creating roleplays of the story of

Moses and the Burning Bush in RE! We
were also so proud of all of children at
Mass on Wednesday — what confidence

and reverence they showed!




Year 5’s swimming lessons will commence on Tuesday 25th
November. Please remember to send your child with their

swimming kit on this day.

It is helpful if both their swimwear and towel are labelled
with your child’s name. Please also use this as an
opportunity to ensure that all your child’s uniform has their
name in it. This way, if they were to leave anything behind,

it can be returned to you.

As you will have been informed of earlier today, due to
swimming the Year 5 cinema visit will now take place
in March (date to be confirmed.)



Year 6 went along to our local park along with our Stewards of Creation and school
councillors on Monday. Despite the cold weather, they got stuck in to planting some
daffodil bulbs that we will hopefully be able to go back and visit in Spring. They were

even surprised by a visit from the mayor of Solihull - Councillor Annette Mackenzie!




Seven of our Year 6 pupils also travelled to Olton Friary yesterday for a very special Mass
to give thanks for the hard work of everybody — pupils, staff and governors — in our MAC
of Our Lady and All Saints. Chaney very bravely read one of the bidding prayers and we

were all excited to see Mr Flaherty and Mr Scanlon receive awards for their 25 years of
service in Catholic education.




Children in Reception to Year 6
are now to wear Winter Uniform

(apart from PE days)

Girls" winter uniform:
Grey skirt/ school
trousers, white blouse &
tie, school
cardigan/jumper, grey,
white or black tights or

socks, black shoes

Boys" winter uniform:
Grey school trousers,
white shirt with tie,

school jumper, black or

grey socks, black shoes

PE KIT EXPECTATIONS
Please be reminded that PE kit is; white round neck
t.shirt, black bottoms (not baggy or flared), school

hoody and trainers

**lf you are unsure, please contact the School OJj‘ice**



We would like to remind all families that Leave of Absence requests must be

submitted to the school office at least four weeks in advance of the proposed
absence date.

Please note that, in line with government quidance, holidays during term time
cannot be authorised. However, if your child will be absent from school for any
reason, you are still required to complete a Leave of Absence request form so that we
can record the absence appropriately.

If the reason for absence is due to illness, medical evidence may be requested to
support the absence.

We kindly ask all families to be honest about the reason for any absence. It is not fair
to put children in the difficult position of feeling they must hide the truth about where
they have been. Transparency helps us to maintain trust and ensures accurate school

records.

Thank you for your co operation and continued support.

As qualified health professionals, pharmacists are trained in the use of
medicines, managing minor ilinesses and providing health and wellbeing
advice.

Most community pharmacies across Birmingham and Solihull can provide
advice and treatment, if appropriate, for you or members of your family for
seven common conditions.

This service is called Pharmacy First.

It’s free*, confidential and may be much quicker than seeing your GP.

https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-
community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first



https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first
https://www.birminghamsolihull.icb.nhs.uk/health-information/your-community-pharmacy/think-pharmacy-first

REMINDER: Please remember to bring in any medication your child

may need including inhalers.

<

Student Iliness and School Attendance

To ensure the health and well-being of all students and staff, we kindly ask that you keep
your child at home if they are experiencing symptoms of illness. Children should remain
home if they have a fever of 100.4°F (38°C) or higher, are vomiting, have diarrhoea or show
signs of contagious conditions.

Unacceptable Reasons for School Absence

While we understand that every child may occasionally feel unwell, it is important to
distinguish between minor discomfort and genuine illness that warrants absence from school.
Vague symptoms such as “feeling unwell,” mild headaches, or general tiredness are not
considered valid reasons to keep a child home and absence due to these reasons will not be
authorised. In such cases, we encourage parents to use appropriate over-the-counter
medication, such as paracetamol, before school. If your child’s condition worsens during the
day, school staff will monitor them and contact you if it becomes necessary for them to be
collected. Regular attendance is essential for your child’s academic progress and social
development. We appreciate your support in ensuring that absences are limited to genuine
llness in line with school guidelines.



Across the school year, several pupils are invited to represent St. Anthony’s by

taking part in competitions.

Here is a reminder of the event expectations for anyone attending.

South Solihull

Respect your teammates, competitors, officials and event
organisers

Respect the rules of the game & theme of competition

Be organised - arrive on time for your event, have the
correct kit / equipment

Be the best you possibly can be - always give 100% effort
Be humble in victory and gracious in defeat - Have Fun!
Help to make the School Games an enjoyable experience
for ALL!

Prepare your team, make sure participants understand the
intent of competition

Make sure you understand the rules of the competition &
be able to support your team

Show respect for all participants, officials, leaders and
event organisers, encouraging fair play

Be organised - make sure your team arrives on time with
the correct kit and equipment

Be a positive role model - promote positive sporting
values

5 will

lessons

Year start
swimming

Tuesday from

Show respect for all competitors and participants

Remain impartial - encourage, support and praise all
participants equally

Be organised and prepared - have a good knowledge
and understanding of your event

Be a positive role model - enthuse, motivate, inspire!
Have Fun!

Show respect for all participants, officials, leaders and
event organisers

Respect the intent of the competition you are watching &
the rules applied, remember they may be different to
competitive sports outside school.

Stay within all designated spectator areas and respect the
environment you are in

Be a positive, supportive and encouraging role model

Do not video or take photographs of any young people at
events including their own children.

their

every

2 5th

November. Please pay your

£10

contribution

ParentPay. Thank you

via




Evergreen

Family Hub

Employment, ralning, and digial
support - 09:00-16:00

Support with jolb searching, creatfing.
emaiing and sending your CV. Drop in or
call Q121 779 1724 to book an appointment.

Buggy walk - 13:00-13:45

Wealther dependanf

Times may change for the stay ard play
worshop dependant on the weather.
Famniias to be nofified through the
Evergreen Focebock poge or changes fo
app.

Sbay and play - 13:30-15:00

Come and ploy and meat new fisnds.
Zuitable for ages 04 and their
parnents/carer. No booking required, just
come along and jain in with the fun!

ARer-school club - 15:30-14:30

Play board gameas, do guizzss, art, fable
tennis and other fun aclivifies. uitoble for
ages 4-12, parents/carers must stay and

Timetab

Sepltember 2025

Wherever you live in Solihull, we're here to support you
Famiy Hubs are local czntres whens chidren, young people, and famiizs can access support and take part in fun aclivities! Qur fiendly shaff and service providers work in parnership with youw and your
commurity to cocess the information and support you need. Jome services offer drop-in sessions, whilst others require booloed appointments. The Hubs are o sofe spoce for you and your loved ones.

Healh Visller clinic — 09:00-14:00
Booked oppointments for parents
and thair babies and children
with the: Health Yisiting feam.
Book by speaking fo your Health
Vistor.

Midwiery team - 0%:30-15:30
Community midwives that
provide matemity care outside of
a hospital seffing. Parent
consultation workshops with
misdwifery feam.

Communily coffee maming -
10:30-12:00

Come in fora cuppo and fellus
what you would ke fo cee
hoppening at Evergresn or find
out more about volunieedng and
other serdces in your local anea.

Sensory room - 14:30-onwards
Ilofs avaiable for the sensony

Employment, training, and digBal skils support - 0%:00-
1&:00

Suwpport with job saarching, creating, amailing and
sending ypour TV, Drop inorcoll D121 779 1724 to book
an appointment.

Hewalth in the hearts of our community social group -
10:30-12:00

Zocial growp including fun, game:s and a cuppal Leam
more about heart health through one-fo-one
consultafions.

Health visitors' sensory play - 13:00-1500

Weather dependant Every tecond and lasxf week of the
month - 10 and 24 Jeplember

To book, call the Health Visting Team on 0750 723 2563,

Familly support worker drop-in - 1 300-1600
Drop-in service, advice, support ond signposfing ta
other services. Helpline & provided ot Evergresen on
Wednesday aftemoon on 0121 738 4327

Sensory room - 14:30-onwands
Sots gvailable for the sensory reom. To book, cal

\'\

o
Solihull

Family Hubs

Health Vishor clinic -
07:00-14:00

Booked appointmants
for parenis and their
baobies and children
with tha Haalth Visting
team. ook by
speaking to your
Health Visitor.

Family suppot worker
workshop - 10:00-
13:00

Solution focused
wotkshop

Sensory reom - 15:00-
onwands

Sats available for the
sensory reom. To book,
call Evergresn on 0121
priRrrIH

Employment, training, and digital
skdlls support - 09:00-15:30
Support with job searching.
creafing, emaiing and sending
your CV. Drop in or call D121 779
1724 to book an appaintment.

Midwifery team - 09:30-15:30
Commiunity midwives that
provide matemity cone oulside of
a hospital seHing. Parent
consuttafion workshops with
midwifery team.

Stay and play - 10:00-11:30
Come and play and meset new
fiends. Suitable for ages 04 and
their parentsfoarers. Mo booking
required, just come alang and
join in with Hre fund

Family acBviBes - 13:30-15:30
[Bring your homework, ploy boord
qomes, do quzzes, art, table

superspe their children. room. To book, call Evergresn on | Evengresn on Q121 779 1724, taniniz and othar fuen achvifies.
0121 779 1724, Zuitoble for 4-12 years,
Seasonal crafts - 15:30-14:30 parentsfcaners must shay and
Avtumn-themed croff workshop. supervise their children.
Wellbeing and  HerelHelp Health wisifing Women's Ald Mental health support Midwives
advice Family Hubs can help with food. To speak to a hedlth vstor. f you or someone you know The Birmingham and Sofitdl Mental Health  Please call your midwife
toletrizs, fuel, money, staying wel,  text Chot Health on 0750732 needs suppord, call Women's HHE Foundafion Trust provide guidance using the phone rumberin
and kesping safe. To find out more, 2562 betwean 0F-00-16:00, Aid ot 0606 500 00Z8. Avoiable  and reossuronce to people of all ages. your red boolk.
visit g sofhull gov ykfhare2haln.  Monday-Fiday. seven days o week, 09:15-17:15.  Cal 0800 9159292 or 0121 2462 3555,
What else can  Help and suppord Stay and play area Sensory room Compulers and privale work pods Communily wardrobe
the Family Speak to our frendly staff Tays, books, and soft play Ta book, call 2121 779 6943 rtemat and phone occess Free clothing
Hubs offer?

12 Kingshurst Way, Kingshurst Solibull B37 8DX

Family support worker drop-ins at the Family Hubs

Parents can go to the Family Hubs to talk to a Family Support Worker if

needed. No need to book, just turn up.

Family Hub

E vergreen

Evergreen Hub is next to Yorkswood School.

Day

Wednesday

Time

Tom-lipm



Did you know Solihull now has a ’
new Family Help Line?

This has launched to support families and the people around them. You can now call 0121 788
4327 for advice, information, strategies & support on things like:

«  Parenting support

«  Family conflict particularly because of difficulties managing children’s behaviours

o Parents/carers needing support if they are struggling to get their child/ren into school and
getting in trouble because of this

«  Parents/carers struggling to manage their child’s health, developmental or social needs

(including mental health)

The team can offer:

«  Signposting to services and what's on offer at the Family Hubs

«  Referral to a Family Support Worker

«  Advice and Support on the wider Early Help offer & how this works

** This is not a safequarding or social work service, so if you are worried about a child

being unsafe — please call the MASH on 0121 788 4300.

According to Ofcom, 90% of children are watching online videos and browsing the internet
reqularly. Children may love to stream videos and look up information, it's a fun way to
learn and relax afterall but they must be quided. The e-space is filled with inappropriate
content and dangerous material. It is important that parents and even teachers, are able to
steer their pupils and youngsters, towards the right places when online. Internet Matters has
published a guide dedicated to supporting adults in setting digital boundaries for children, so
that they can make smart choices and build healthy online habits. In the Internet Matters
guide you'll find practical tips on managing content access, the use of safety controls, advice
on setting boundaries and ways to educate children on how to stay secure online. If

interested please follow the link below:

Browsing and watching online safely quide Internet Matters



https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/watching-and-browsing-online-a-parents-guide/
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WEEK 1

Autumn Winter 2025/26
01/09/25, 22/09/25, 13/10/25,
03/11/25, 24/11/25,15/12/25,
05/01/26, 26/01/26, 16/02/26,
09/03/26, 30/03/26

Cheese and Tomato
Pizza Slice

BBQ Cheesy

\ ;
W” I Sweetcorn Pizza

MAG (

Peas

Beans,
Cheeseor §
Tuna Mayo

Butterfly Pastry '§

Biscuits
What impact has your meal o —_
had on planet Earth today? ‘Y:,\-“r:\,
'k‘,;:,

@ B L;'%ig

Veery Low

with Wedges B

MONDAY - - THURSDAY

Meatball
Marinara Pasta b

b b

Veggie Korma
with Rice

with Wedges , _,,’
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Sweetcorn

Beans,
Cheeseor |§
Tuna Mayo

Shortbread

oyt S b Sl 2

DALLY SALAD OWL, FREskLY BAkeD |8
PLEAD, YOGHURTS AND CUT FRUIT

»

Roast Chicken, Golden Fish Fingers
Stuffing, Skin on s Bangers, Mash or
Roasties ‘S and Gravy B Salmon Fingers
and Gravy ” and Chips
—_— S
Roasted Vegetable ‘]’ » ¢ -
» Strudel, ) b Veggie Bangers, |A Cheesy Bean Wrap
Skin on Roasties Mash and Gravy Bt with Chips b
and Gravyy, .

ey o

e
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Carrots and Cabbage Mixed Greens Baked Beans
T
Beans, Beans, Beans,
Cheeseor § Cheeseor B Cheeseor §

Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo

.
BananaBread Apple ] Lemon B
and Custard Cinnamon Buns Drizzle Cake
T — 4 17
= &yt
STWIALER

10PRED PASTA
HoT PASTATOPPED WITH
HOMEMADE TOMATO SAUCE |

& Chest Q.

Due to school dinners being cooked fresh, please ensure that you pre order meals

that your child will eat. Unfortunately, we cannot offer alternatives

We have now moved to our new simplified lunch ordering

IOy

system, a single login system via ParentPay

https://www.parentpay.com/



FOOD
FESTIVAL

FESTIVE FUN

Roast Chicken, Pigs in Blankets & Stuffing
Or

‘Roasied Vegetable, Cranberry & Cheese
Puff Pastry Wreath & Yorkshire Pudding

With

Roasties, Peas & Carrots Gravy

Rudolph’'s Nose Cookie
Or

Chocolate Cracknel

All orders must be pre-ordered on
Cypad by Friday 28t November.

Please note- there will be no other

meal options on this day.



Year 6 weekly booster

starting from Thursday
6" November for all
pupils from 3:15 till
b:15pm

2025

Tues 25% Nov Year Lt Trip to the cinema (no charge)

Weds 26% Nov Year 3 Trip to the Alpaca Farm

Thurs 27 Nov Reception parents  |Read Write Inc parent meeting 2:45pm — 3:15pm

Tues 9 Dec Whole school Christmas dinner and jumper day

Wed 10" Dec EYFS Nativity and Workshop (a letter has been provided)

Thurs 11 Dec Year 2 Trip to ‘Journey to the Stable’

Fri 12" Dec Year 1 and Year 2 |KST Nativity 2:15pm

Weds 17" Dec Whole school Whole school Mass @ 9:15am - Year 3 leading. Parents and
family members welcome

Thurs 18t Dec Year 3, t, 5 and 6 |KS2 Carol Concert 2pm

Fri 19" Dec Whole school Non-uniform day (£1 donation) and end of term

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS:
Monday 22" Dec - Friday 2" Jan 2026

Term dates 2025 - 2026

Term starts Half term Term ends
Autumn | 1" September 2025 27" Oct — 31 Oct 19" December 2025
Spring 5% January 2026 16" Feb — 20™ Feb 27" March 2026
Summer | 13™ April 2026 25" May - 29" May 20" July 2026

Inset days: 1" September, 24" October, 5th January, 23 February, 13th April,
20t July



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicg_-Dj8fWAhXThRoKHYDjDV4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.barningham.suffolk.sch.uk/pupil-premium/&psig=AFQjCNH8m1hQ0fPtoLNMzlyl9GG3GMDAQQ&ust=1506661768719690
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicg_-Dj8fWAhXThRoKHYDjDV4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.barningham.suffolk.sch.uk/pupil-premium/&psig=AFQjCNH8m1hQ0fPtoLNMzlyl9GG3GMDAQQ&ust=1506661768719690

Week beginning Monday 24th November

Reception — Friday

Year 1 — Monday & Wednesday
Year 2 — Monday & Friday

Year 3 — Tuesday & Friday

Year 4 — Wednesday & Thursday
Year 5 — Tuesday (swimming) & Thursday
Year 6 — Tuesday & Thursday

Wednesday 10™ December 2025 - EYFS Nativity
and Workshop

Group 1:

9:15-10:00am - Nativity
10:00-11:00am - Workshop

Group 2: [ ) an
1:10-1:40pm - Nativity G i‘mﬁlﬁ@jﬁ
1:40-2:40pm — Workshop R St e s

Letters have been sent home with your child to

confirm which group they are in.




Head Teacher'’s
Awards
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Reception — Reggie — for bringing joy to every lesson and
putting a smile on everyone’s face.

Year 1 — Eoin — for living like Jesus and always trying to

help teachers and classmates.

Year 2 — Isabelle — for being a fantastic role model, a joy to
teach and always demonstrating St Anthony’s virtues
impeccably!

Year 3 - Lewie — for always coming into school with such a
bright smile and bringing so much joy to Year 3 ©

Year 4t — Reggie — for incredible and consistent effort across
the school day, especially with handwriting! I know I can
always rely on you to do a task first time.

Year 5 — Indie — for always being reliable and consistently
giving her best.

Year 6 — Joaquin — for consistently working hard in all

subjects across the curriculum.
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